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Introduction

As Americans we are free to hold whatever religious beliefs we like. However, once
religion enters into the realm of politics, we are obliged to verify the credibility of those
who sponsor this effort just as we vidwith any political concept.

With the recent reemergence of the religious/political movement in the U.S. it would

seem sufficient interest would be generated in determining the reliability of its leadership.

The potential effect on the U.S. culturesis gni fi cant, not only for i
Americans. Civil rights, health, personal freedoms, and a potentially wide variety of other

issues are at stake. A great number of people will be negatively affected even if the

leadership of the religioygolitical movement is correct and our culture, as a whole,

benefits. Those negatively affected will not just be the@bristians as a large number

of Christians hold beliefs that are contradictory to those held by the folks who are the

driving force beind the movement that | will refer to as political evangelicals.

Normally when analyzing a political movement or initiative, one must critique its basic
principles. That would present a problem with a religious movement. Those who believe
are not to be sayed by debate as faith does not depend on logic or evidence.

That is ok. It happens that we are provided a measure of credibility which should be
acceptable to all concerned.

It is not necessary to challenge the existence of the Christian God eraxfdiracy of

the four gospels which contain his life and teachings. | am not going to question the basic
belief of Christians on these two issues. An examination of the credibility of the political
evangelicals does not depend on either issue.

Forthismal ysi s of the political evangelical sé ¢
represent their issues as Christian morality, two questions are appropriate:

1. Do they believe sufficiently in their own God, for whom they claim to be
legislating, so as to pswnally follow the principles he taught?

2. Do they promote issues that are substan
critical teachings?
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If the answer to either of these questions is no, then | submit that these political
evangelicals have failed their owtandards of morality and credibility. Their issues must
be rejected as the basis for the legislation of American morality. One might question the
premise that anyone must actually practice a political theory for it to be valid, but in this
case, | belieg we can confidently say that the failure to practice a Christian lifestyle
shows sufficient lack of commitment to Christian morality as to disqualify anyone from
trying to coerce, through legislation, conformity to that rejected morality.

A political evangelical recently made the pronouncement in regards to an end of life decision in

the Terri Schiavo case that, as a culture, A
appears to be a profound and worthy commitment. So, let us apply our tstmagsieFor the

first, the proponentés commitment, | etds ass
consistent with Christds philosophy. How has

he demonstrate sufficient integritytombeet s own st andards? Let 6s

pardon criminals on death row either as president or a state governor. If he does not consistently

err on the side on life in clemency hearings, then there is a clear lack of credibility and personal
integrity. Then, is the principle consistent
first consideration? We will discuss this issue in length later but Christ held that there were a
number of Avaluesod that akferamuoner asiamptiweawea nt

-

C

V

t

have always held such things as duty, honor, justice, compassion, love and even deterrence as the

Agreater goodso.

Before we proceed, | must make it clear from the start that my personal beliefs are
irrelevant. | am not &mpting to legislate my philosophy nor am | attempting either to
promote or dissuade the practice or belief in Christianity. Until | start to coerce others to
believe as | believe or to legislate based on my beliefs, | am free, as an American, to
believewithout challenge any religion | choose, or no religion at all if that is my
preference.

The simple purpose of this book is to revi
these to the policies atifestylesof the political evangelicals. If thereeasignificant

divergences then the American public should not accept the political evangelicals as their
Christian moral leaders and should reject their legislative efforts in favor of those with

more credibility.

The subject matter of this book shoulat be rejected off handedly by n@hristians as
religious and therefore irrelevant to their thought process.-Qluoistians stand to lose as
much as Christians if the political evangelicals prove to be disingenuous. They also stand
to gain, as all Amerg would probably gain, if morality substantiates legislation. In either
case it seems absurd to discount the analysis of a political movement simply because that
movement is religiousNon-Christiansalso will be faced with deciding between two
candidateshoth of who claim to be Christians and therefore moral, yet have opposing
moral viewpoints.
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Most of the political evangelicals promote the premise that the average American cannot

fully understand the message of the Christian God, and that we neeglttaice. This

premise has been with us for hundreds of years. It would seem to give them an edge in

any challenge to their credibility as such a question could simpilgjeetedwith the

argument that we do not f ul | betteuedutated,st and God
have been Achoseno, ordained, or otherwise b
discussing philosophy and religion, this argument, on surface, appears to be valid. | know

from a personal standpoint that reading and understandmgiidds Aqui nas 6 fi Summ
Theologicao is a real chore. Those with a de
better suited to the task. Religion or philosophy can be difficult to understand if that is its

purpose, or if it were written in complex termsnasst philosophies are and sometimes

must be.

If that is the case for Christianity, then | have no valid authority for this book. If the
Christian God created his religion such that
then | must admit that | havet been chosen and therefore all of my effort can be

rejected as meaningless babble with the comment that | do not understand the Christian

God.

So, we are faced with the questions of, mryd yourcompetency in understanding the
Christian Godand our Aility to understand the basis of Christianity when selecting a
Christian politician bent on legislating morality.

Fortunately, we are able to resolve both questions using the same standards with which
we must judge the political evangelicals themselves.

For the moment we are going to adopt the premise that if God said something then it is

true. We will get back to the issue later, but for now, | doubt that any Christian would

disagree. But for nehristians | am going to festablish my working foundan. It

doesndét matter i f you believe in the Christ.i
evangelicals believe in the Christian God, we are challenging their right to legislate

American morality because they are not sufficiently committed to their owlnt@either

|l ive Christian |ives or to conform their | eg
philosophy or in many cases the specific teachings of thatNBomeChristians have a

civic duty to analyze the programs of their legislators, and the mostate standard of
Christianity is the teachings of Christ, it
integrity, it matters that any politician who believes they have a messenger from God, and

does not follow that message has no credibility.

David VanLandinghamfiPoliticians Veto their Gaodl



Thecontention that Christianity is somehow mystical and inexplicable except by the
Achoseno violates the Christian Godbs teachi

A Christians are required by what Christ called the greatest commandment to
understand their religion and to use their minddhépursuit of that religion.

A Christ promised that there were to be no secrets in his teachings, that he told us
everything in advance.

A Christ warned that there would be two influences faced by Christians which must
cause them to distrust anyone who ckitmbe a leader. These influences are
Afalse prophetso, and Satan

A Christwarned that Christians must be on guard against the teaching of ministers
because they will attempt to make things complicated and secret.

If the average individual was unaliteunderstand the Christian God then the mandate of

the Christian God in his prime commandment cannot be accomplished. Further, while the
Christian God could have created a religion that is difficult to understand, that is not the

case if God himself saithatin his religionnothing was secret all was reveal&€te last

two items in the above listddresgolks like the political evangelicals and to all who

would tend to accept their teachings at face value. The Christian God himself said to be

on guard beause there will be folks who will attempt to fool you, there will be folks who

will materially profit from the teaching of Christianiand those who want to destroy

Christianity through false teaching@h r i st i ans must understand fo
teachings to combat these challenges. | f Chr
understandabl e by only the fAchosendo, there w
themselves from the false prophets.

The Christian God never intended his religion to be itgisbr need interpretation and

therefore any of the political evangelicals who say that you cannot understand God has an

ulterior motive because their own God contradicts them. | would propose one more
recommendation to the ndbhristian, and perhaps ti@hristian alike. Read the gospels.

They are short, they are simple to understand, they are repetitive and they are relatively
consistent . I't does not take a degree i n sac
message as presented in the gospBte degree comes into play if you need to justify

exceptions or cause confusion. Ask yourself why the political evangelicals never
recommend that you read the gospels for Chri
the entire bible.

Exactly how simplei€ hr i st 6 £ Wellehare ik thenbgtt®om line; Jesus said in

three very short passages exactly what one must do to lead a moral life. In the first two,
he was asked point blank what must be done to gain eternal life. In a few words he
answered that epstion. In the third passage, he described specifically what positive
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action must be accomplished on earth to merit salvation and avoid eternal damnation. His
message in all three passages was consistent and unambiguous.

1. A0On one occasi bawastewpdeup itn tkhet Jesu
he asked, &éwhat must | do to inherit et
Law?6 he replied. OHow do you read it?06
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your
st ength and with all your mind; and, Lo\
6You have answered correctly, 6 Jesus re
i Ve. o

2. iGood teacher, what must | do to inher.

6you know t he c¢ oocomaibadultezyndo sot muédé&ro n o't

do not steal, do not give false testimony, honor your father and mother

and | ove your ndidghibhdbesaslybaveekepd, d
AWhat do |Yosdilildcd onelthang. IS&ll évergthing you have

and give to the poor, and you will have

3. iWhen the Son of Man comes in his glory
will sit on his throne in heavenly glory. All the nations will be gathered
before him, and he will separate the peaphe from another as a
shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. He will put the sheep on his
right and the goats on his left. Then the King will say to those on his right,
6Come, you who are blessed by my Father
kingdom prepeed for you since the creation of the world. For | was
hungry and you gave me something to eat, | was thirsty and you gave me
something to drink, | was a stranger and you invited me in, | needed
clothes and you clothed me, | was sick and you looked adtelrwas in
prison and you came to visit me.® Then
6Lord, when did we see you hungry and
something to drink? When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or
needing clothes and clothewWhen did we see you sick or in prison

and go to visit you?6 The King will rep
you did for one of the | east of these b
Then he will say to those ounursédi s | eft,

into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. For | was

hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, | was thirsty and you gave me

nothing to drink, | was a stranger and you did not invite me in, | needed

clothes and you did not clothe mavas sick and in prison and you did not

|l ook after me. & They also wil|l answer ,
or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not

1Lk 1022528
2Mt 19:1621, Mk 10:1721, Lk 18:1822
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hel p you?6 He will repl yddnoétidoforel I you t
one of the | east of these, you did not
eternal puni shment, bt the righteous t

These were the passages of the gospels in which Christ said what was required for

salvation. If one weredttake Jesus at his word, and that seems a prudent thing for a
Christian to do, then these are exactly what
represent the sum and substance of Christi an
pointof Chrst 6s mi ssi on.

Where is the mysticism? Where is the confusion? What needs interpreting?

Christ was further asked to identify the greatest commandments. His response was
consistent with the above:

ATeacher, which is the grlesastreplied: c ommandme
6Love the Lord your God with all your hea
all your mind.®& This is the first and gr e

like it: 'Love your neighbor as yourself." All the Law and the Prophets hang on
thesse wo commahdments. o

A6The most i mportant one, 6 answered Jesus
our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with

all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.' The secend i

this: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.' There is no commandment greater than

these." Well said, teacher," the man replied. "You are right in saying that God

is one and there is no other but him. To love him with all your heartallith

your understandirg and with all your strength, an love your neighbor as

yourselfi s more i mportant than &l | burnt offe

We are going to discuss a number of other passages as we progress but you will find, as

you will find if you read the gospelgurself, there is little which is complicated or

di fficult to understand. As a matter of fact
life, and his parables do little more that amplify these simple passages. After all, Christ

taught that the Gré@ommandments are the basis of all the other commandments. The
majority of the gospels and of Christébés mess

3 Mt 25:31-46,
4 Mt 22:36:39,
5 Mk 12:2933
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e the requirement to help others and,
¢ the requirement not to hurt others.

| am not saying that complnce with these commandments is simple. | am simply
demonstrating that understanding Christods go
can believe what you like about these commandments but since they represent the

essence of Chrilsittiyaoniotfy ,t hief ptohe tfintoarla evange
tenets then you have reason to question their credibility. If they do not live these tenets

you have reason to question their audacity when they dictate your morality. To be

credible, the political evamdjcals must live and teach the same primary tenets as does

their God, and these have been presented clearly and concisely above.

| have presented a quick sketch of what Jesus defined as morality. This introduction

would benefit from one further quick gké aimed directly at anyone who claims for

themselves a leadership role in Christianity. Christ gave both specific instructions and

aggressive warnings for those who were to be spreading his gospels; a category into
which, | believe, the political evangec al s woul d pl ace themsel ves.
were given two missions, teach his message (his commandments, his gospels) and heal

the sick. His warnings were to avoid hypocrisy, not to profit from teaching the gospels,

and that no one is superior to ang else. He also gave us two specifics to identify those

who are obviously not his disciples but more

e fiany of you who does not give up everythi

e ABy this all men wilpll eksnow ft hyaotu "yl cow ea roen en

A recent article by the Associated Press (Richard Ostling) Feb 26, 2005, discussed the

report of a survey by the National Study of Youth and Religion at the University of North
Carolina. The art i cAmericah teepabelieve in Gbdandwarshipr i t y o
in conventional congregations, but their religious knowledge is remarkably shallow and

they have a tough time expressing the differ
concludes, fAMany \etraditions of theirdatthasays thelrepbrt, than t
theydédre virtually following a different <cree
to solve problems and make people feel good. Truth in any absolute, theological sense,

takes a back seato.

6k 14:2533
"Jn 13:35
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C h r insmndatesto his disciples when he sent them out was to teach his philosophy and

heal the sick. If, as the survey says, 82% of teenagers are affiliated with a religious

congregation and the folks who run the congregations are responsible for spreading the

gospels (Christtold Petda nd t he gospel must fH8%of be pr ea
our teenagers should be very conversant with the basics of Christianity. The survey

shows they are not. I n addition ted ytohe concl
believe in life after death. The promise of eternal life is the foundation of Christianity

There are twenty six references in the gospels that promise eternal life. It is a colossal

failure of Christian leadership that while 82% of our teens atienetigious
congregation, only 49% believe in e
definition of Christianity rather t

ternal | i
han Chri s
Those of you who are both relatively familiar with the gospels (through your own

readings not from Esages selected by your Christian leader) and have occasion to talk

to Christians about their beliefs or even read some of the scriptural quotes by Christian
leadership have a fairly good sense that the results of this study are reliable.

| personally @ not understand how anyone who believes that a God took human form

and came to earth to teach salvation can ref
message. It would seem that eternal l'i fe and
sufficientincentive to read and understand the gospels. But everyone is entitled to do as

they like in this matter. On the other hand, | fully understand why many of the political
evangelicals obfuscate Christdéds message and
alsolutely entitled to challenge their leadership and motives. They are politicians

campaigning for public power, and are therefore subject to public scrutiny. It is fairly
obvious that they must obscure Christés teac
Chri stés teachings would prevent them from ot
Those teachings would place them on exactly the same moral and spiritual footing as

every other citizen and would destabilize their power struclimese teachings wadil

require them to place the sick and the poor at the top of their list of priorities.

Some will say that you cannot take the gospels literally or that Christ actually meant this or that.
Who should Christians trust for their interpretation of moralityitipal evangelicals or Jesus
Christ? What Christian in their right mind w
of a politician who stands to gain politically and financially?

A final note. | have struggled with the format of this book comog the use of gospel quotes.
When the same circumstance and citation is found in more than one of the gospels | reference all

8 Mk 13:10

9Mt 18:8, Mt 19:6, Mt 19:29, Mt 25:41, Mt 25:46, Mk 3:29, Mk 10:17, Mk 10:30, Lk 10:2516:19, Lk 18:18,

Lk 18:30, Jn 3:1516, Jn 3:36, Jn 4:14, Jn 4:36, Jn 5:24, Jn 5:39, Jn 6:27, Jn 6:40, Jn 6:54, Jn 6:68, Jn 10:28, Jn
12:25,Jn 12:50, IJn 173

1C
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sources in the footnote. When | simply prese
is the foundation of Christiant ‘31 presented the supporting passages in the footnote as shown.
However, when the same concept is expressed or demonstrated under different circumstances
during Christodés |ife, I attempt to use each
multiple and/or repetitive quotes tedious, however, several principles are involved. First, | have
attempted to maintain consistency with the g
certain issues through repetition and by different approachiés ethers he demonstrated much

less emphasis. Second, there is a tendency in the religious community to select obscure passages
to make points, when | quote multiple sources which demonstrate a variety of ways Christ made
the same pointitlends credibily t o t he i ssue. Third, many of
different lessons and so need repeated. Fourth, some of the quotes, such as the concepts of the
Two Great Commandments as the basis of Christianity, are so foreign to our preconceptions that
they seem to be need repetition. Finally, | must assume that Christians have full and complete

trust in Christds omnipotence and the use of
the gospels. Therefore, for Christians, there must be a r&assmmuch repetition in the
gospels. To fail to convey this aspect dilut

Nevertheless, these reasons for repetition do not resolve the tendency toward tediousness. It
would be my suggestion, if you are inclined aviimyn so much reiteration, to skim over or even

skip some of the quotes. If the conclusion drawn corresponds with your thought process, you are
fine, if not, you may want more of Christos
might later reread bbf the quotes.

0Mt 18:8, Mt 19:6, Mt 19:29, Mt 25:41, Mt 25:46, Mk 3:29, Mk 10:17, Mk 10:30, Lk 10:25,6#9, Lk 18:18,
Lk 18:30, Jn 3:1516, Jn 3:36, Jn 4:14, Jn 4:36, Jn 5:24, Jn 5:39, Jn 6:27, Jn 6:40, Jn 6:54, Jn 6:68, Jn 10:28, Jn
12:25,Jn 12:50, IJn 173
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With your Entire Mind
Chapter 1

The presidential election of 28Bas been described as one of moral values. The results have
prompted the Christian faction many refer to as the religious right to declare a public mandate
following whatthey see as their victory.

One of the most cherished freedoms in America is that we all are free to believe and practice
religion as we like. However, any legislative effort is subject to critique and once religion crosses
the line from personal belied fpublic policy it is the duty of every citizen to examine the

principles involved.

We are seeing the development of what | have referred to pslthieal evangelicals. Their
objective is to influence, through the election of their members; the lodplyiothers in the
legislature; the control of the executive and the judicial branches; and the defeat of their
opponents, the conversion of their system of morals into American public policy and law.

Before | proceed | must emphasize that neither tmerbook have the intention of either
promoting or disparaging Christianity as taught by Jesus Christ. My concern is thaijdhiéym
of thesepolitical evangelicals are fosterigvariety of Christianity that is substantially foreign
to the teachingef Jesus Christ. As a result we are developing a generation of American

Christians who actwually know very |little abo
follow his leadership or principles. If there is any value in Christianity as a moraisysis
|l ost because this |l eadership |l acks the credi

Their plan to compensate for this lack of persuasiveness is to have the government enforce what
they cannot inspire. They cannot inspire becauseptegch but do not live Christian lives.

They cannot persuade because their AChristi a
conveying the perception that 1tbés proper to
human agenda. Their megsas that it is ok to substitute your own preferences, aggrandizement,
laziness, and prejudices for the sacrifices and hard work necessary to comply with the lifestyle
Christds philosophy demands. Christ demands
dispays of righteousness and the condemnation of others. Their morality is not good for the
nation because it | acks substance. I n Christ
kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatcheshawvass sown in his
heart é the man who hears the word and at on
he lasts onfy a short time.?o

A caution before | proceed. Not every position attributetthe political evangelicalen this book
is appicable to everyolitical evangelicasince there are numerous opinions and interpretations

1Mt 13:1921
12
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to be had among the Christian leadership. It is almost impossible to pin down more than a few
beliefs that all share, but that is further indication that theagpi®blem somewhere.

It would be extremely naive to think that with this movement we are experiencing something
new. Christianity has been with us for two thousand years and for a majority of that time the
Church has dominated a long series of governsé&¥ie have seen forced conversions,
executions, inquisitions, religious wars, and witch burnings. Millions have been tortured and
slaughtered in the name of Christianity. Partnering church and state has historically not been
proven to be effective.

We arenot limited to history as our justification for the critique of the Church/State partnership.

The founder of Christianity specifically warned against those who would pervert his teachings
for their own benefit . Whweerwr bawamedagaindt thode whd al s
play the roles of religious statesn&He who i n
warned of hypocrisy and abuse of power. He also reminded us of the influence of Satan. He
specifically warned or ka t*is eovndodssaily lsound forcheafies.a y s
How could it be wrong to scrutinize the leadership with this type of guidance?

It is best to hava standard by which to judge any political or social movement. How does one
evaluate Christianity? Thereasly one way. Those who believe base their belief not on science
or evidence but on faith. Therefore, the only way to evaluate Christian leadership is by its own
standard. The standard of Christianity is the teachings of Jesus Christ. The only wag thgudg
credibility of thepolitical evangelicalss by those teachings as they #treembodiment of their

belief. You may ask why you or | am qualified to engage in such an evaluation as most of us
have no degree in sacred theology nor are ordained astengniThe answer is simple. Christians
believe that their God divinely inspired the publication in the gospels of the life and teachings of
Jesus Christ, the divine founder of Christianity. The gospels of Christ are the standards of
Christianity. This bok is relatively simple to read and understand. Christ promised that there
would be no secrets concerning his teachings, he demanded in his greatest commandment that

we use our minds and that we understand. Ei
coarrectly or not. Either he is capable of keeping his promises or he is not. If not, then Christians

haveno reason to believe fione iotao of the gos
promise that ATher e i s nistloshd, ar lydden thatowikreotbe d t h a

ma d e k i Therefaredif one is Christian one must believe that Jesus kept his promise that
nothing would be hidden, that his teachings would be clear and complete. If one believes in the
possibility of Christian saktion one must believe that it is possible to meet the criteria of the
greatest commandment, to believe with your entire mind, to undet3t@ihe only direct source

12Mt 7:15, Mt 24:11, Mt 24:24, Mk 13:22, Lk 6:26

1B Mt 5:20, Mt 16:46, Mt 16:1612, M 23:1215, Mt 23:2429, Mk 8:1416, Lk 11:3840, Lk 11:4144, Lk 12:13,
Lk 16:1315,

Mt 7:21

Mt 10:26, Mk 4:22, Lk 8:17, Lk 12:2

Mk 12:2933
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of Christds teachings iIis the gospeiksmostl do n
other Americans, am fully capable of reading and understanding the gospels.

| anticipate that few would argue with my premise, that if we must legislate based on Christian
morality we must at | east as s nocemtherthanthatofe hav
false prophets, but let me put it in further perspective. Christians believe that the Christian God
has the intellect and the power to create the entire universe, to create a seemingly limitless
existence of matter and energy, & liorce, from nothing. Further, they believe that the

Christian God has the interest and mental capacity to personally interact with every single being
in this vast universe simultaneously through out the full expanse of time. It is well beyond

human capeity to even imagine the intellectual and corporeal power of an entity such as this
Christian God. Christians believe that that this incomprehensible entity was sufficiently
concerned with the well being of each individual within his creation to manifasel before

us in human form, in the essence of Jesus Christ, with the objective of teaching us his concept of
right and wrong, his demands for our behavior, for our system of morality. Comprehend, if you
can, the differences of intellectual capacitytad human creatures who walk this earth and that

of their creator who chose to walk with us. Surely our minds are closer in capacity to the
insignificant worm than to the all knowing, all powerful Christ.

But this is just the beginning. Christians beéidlie message Christ taught was that all who

adhere to his guidance would, after their trial on earth, be transformed into an existence
consisting of unimaginable happiness for all of eternity. He taught, however, that those who fail
to live as he demandevould also live for all eternity but suffering constant intolerable agony.

We live for a short few decades and then assume an alternate existence lasting for eternity and
that existence will be immeasurably more enjoyable or painful.

Not only did Christeach his message, he went to great length to assure that we understand just
how serious he was, and how compassionate. He ended his ministry on earth in the most
dramatic way possible. He, the all mighty God, subjected himself to torture and exeatitien o
cross to be sure Christians understand the sincerity of his message and his promises.

The Christian God who was ingenious enough to plan and execute the creation of the universe
and who has sufficient intellect to commune with all humans simultshesurely had

sufficient foresight and faculty to say exactly what he wanted to say and to assure that his
philosophy was properly recorded for all of posterity. The Christian God who has sufficient
compassion to assume human form and undergo tortdréeath to leave his message would

not leave us confused or poorly instructed especially when he promised that his message would
be clear.

The most incredible question, given the above description of the Christian God which | believe
would not at all beontradicted by Christians, is how could anyone rationally practice
Christianity in a manner that differs even t

14
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any human think that they have intellectual or moral competence to override, or improve the

word of God? Just as incredible, why would any human trust another human being when they
say that they have the authority to Ainterpr
say they have had divine inspiratjdiut why is that? Is a God suabk described above not

capable of leaving an adequate message, did he error, perhaps forget something, is it conceivable
that he didndét anticipate our moderPWhwor | d a
would you trust anyone who said that thkepw what God really meant? Did God not really

mean what he said? Given his ability, how is it possible that he did not mean exactly what he
said?

Perhaps you feel that God left us a confused message for some reason, perhaps a test of some
sort. But whayou are saying is that the gospels cannot be trusted to mean exactly what they say.
If that is true, they have no credibility because if one concept is subject to interpretation then so

is the entire rest of the book. If they are the divinely inspeednded words of Jesus/ God, as

al |l Christians believe, then by what power <c
someone who is divinely inspired. So, you have added a layer. Christ bothered to leave his
message but he required that someoreiaterpret it? Remember that Christ promised that his

message would be clear, but he al swordsvali d, @F
never padHe sway., 0 ABut e v avorysof miee anchdoes hoepatr s t h e
themintopractce s | i ke a f ool i sh ma f®Chvist gavebno doubtthah i s

his words were critical and enduring. It seems only logical to question the credibility of any
Christian who professes the authority to cha

The biggest question remains todmeswered. With this incredibéhristian God, giving

instructions that can be understood exactly as he left them, a God who promised paradise in
reward for following these words and hell for roompliance, why would any@ who believed

in this God wanto risk following someone other than Christ¥ou have been promised

salvation for following his commandments, and you believe that to be true, why would you take
the risk that someone may have an even better or easig¢ogat to heaven? Why would you

believe that any human could produce a better way? You know the history of Christianity and
you know Christodés warnings about false proph
himself,sowhy would you trust anyone bthe Christian God, why would you take the risk and

bet all of eternity on someone else, especially someone who may well have an ulterior motive
(money or power)? If you are a Christian, you believe that you are risking eternal damnation on
the mannerinvhi ch you foll ow Clyour et 9sngoodssomeowh
words? Even more incredible is why anyone would trust a politician with their eternal salvation!

Perhaps you think that | am dwelling on this concept excessively, as most Chvigtidds
probably not disagree with my perception of the Christian God or of his message. My purpose is
to demonstrate how very essential it is to Charstinot to trust every politiciamh o s ay s, A L

"Mt 24:35, Mk 13:31. Lk 21:33
18 Mt 7:26, Lk 6:49
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Lordwho fAexal®or hii whscee | dece,dasl It o hbed rA'dtiuiare ed by
solely responsible for yoursowhadhouldyouimperii you h
your eternal |l i fe because of the guidance of
teachings that they fail to ledldeir own lives as Christ dictated?

There remains the possibility that the Christian God set up his religion so that folks like the
political evangelicalh ave t he knowledge and authority to
the rest of us. If thds the case, there must be some evidence of the transfer of that authority

from Christ or even that Christ is not the ultimate authority.

The possibility that there are other sources, perhaps even superior sources, than Jesus for the
philosophies of Chistianity necessitates some review. Current Christian practice and reference
seems to support this theory with the stress placed on the Old Testament, the letters of Paul,
ACat holi cdo emphasis on ATraditionae. and the ¢

Let s examine the biblical reasoning behind
Christianity and so, the standards with which to judge the credibility gfdligcal evangelicals

Do the gospels indicate that Jesus the highest Chiistian authority?

Regardless of actual, possibly contradictory, practice, | believe that all Clristipae in the
affirmative, and that is the basic premise of this book. But we have some specific guidance.

Al n the beginni ng owavas withtGed, aNdthedNordwasd t he V
God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made;

without him nothing was made that has been made. In him was life, and that life

was the |#ght of men.d

AThe true | ight mamtwags vesmi hghinto eherw

NnThe Word became flesh and made his dwel |
the glozgly of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and
trutTh. o

Mt 7:21

2OMt 23:12, Lk 14:11, Lk 18:14
2 Mt 23:5

2Zin1:1

#In1:9

% Jn 1:14
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AFrom the fullness of hblessing aftararthen &or hav e a
the | aw was given through Moses; ®grace an
AAn angel of the Lord appeared to him in

do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because wbaheeived in her
is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the
name Jesus, because he wifl save his peop

ADo not be afraid, Mary, you have found f
give brth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus. He will be great and

will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of

his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom

will néeVver end. o

AWhil e he was still speaking, a bright «cl
clou?ﬁgaid, This is my Son, whom | love; with him | am plelised Listen to

hi m® o

"The one who comes from above is above all; the one who is from the earth belongs
to the earth, and speaks as one from the earth. The one who comes from heaven is
above all. He testifies to what he has seen and heard, but no one accepts his
testimony. The man who has accepted it has certified that God is truthful. For the one
whom God hasent speaks the words of God, for God gives the Spirit without limit.

The Father loves the Son and has placed everything in his hands. Whoever believes in
the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God's wrath
remains on h m?° 6

"Yet at the same time many even among the leaders believed in him. But because of
the Pharisees they would not confess their faith for fear they would be put out of the
synagogue; for they loved praise from men more than praise from God. Then Jesus
cried out, "When a man believes in me, he does not believe in me only, but in the
one who sent me. When he looks at me, he sees the one who sent me. | have come
into the world as a light, so that no one who believes in me should stay in darkness.
As for tre person who hears my words but does not keep them, | do not judge him.
For | did not come to judge the world, but to save it. There is a judge for the one

®Jn1:16
%Mt 1:20
271k 1:29
BMt17:5
2 Jn 3:3137
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who rejects me and does not accept my words; that very word which | spoke will
condemn him at the $aday. For | did not speak of my own accord, but the Father
who sent me commanded me what to say and how to say it. | know that his
commagrg)d leads to eternal life. So whatever | say is just what the Father has told me
t o ay. o

If one accepts the scripts, it is clear that Christ was to represent the truth; he is clearly the
highest authority who will save people from sin and to whom God demanded mankind listen.

What is the source for Christés message?

Jesusd message i s c oGospas onMatthew| Mark,iLike ane Johni They t y
were written a hundred years or so after Chr
divinely inspired and therefore correctly re
of Christant y col |l apses and everything shifts fron
that the Old Testament predicted Jesusd arri
from those who foll owed Him and ewnlifmaad t her h

specific words.

"l have testimony weightier than that of John. For the very work that the Father has
given me to finish, and which | am doing, testifies that the Father has sent me. And
the Father who sent me has himself testified concemimgY ou have never heard

his voice nor seen his form, nor does his word dwell in you, for you do not believe
the one he sent. You diligently study the Scriptures because you think that by them
you possess eternal life. These are the Scriptures thay telstitit me, yet you

refuse to come to me to have Bfe.

1]

And why do you break the comma®#d of God

AThus you nullify the word *f God for the
AThus you nullify t he thatygoulkavedh&nde@ dodn. Ang yoy o u r
do many thi*hgs |like that. o

30 Jn 12:4250

31 Jn 5:3640

32 Mt 15:3, Mk 7:7
3 Mt 15:6, , Mk 7:9
%Mk 7:13
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Did the gospels indicate JesusO0O message to b
AHeaven and earth wil!/ pass away, but my
Did Christ give Christians the authority to override his message?

Christ proved that he was intolerant of those who would change his teachings,

AThus you nullify the wor dYahypderded! Ishiahr t he
was right when he pr ophesinedithdheiolipstbuty ou:
their hearts are far from me. They worship me in vain; their teachings are but rules
taught ®y men. 60

Do the gospels present a fairly comprehensive philosophy?

The perfect philosophy is one that gives guidance to all situatiah®ne encounters in life. Christ
said,

Aln everything, treat others as you woul d
and the *prophets. o

He also said,
ALove the Lord your God with all ouour hea
mind. This is the first and greatest comn
nei ghbor as yourself. AlIl the Law anid the

Everything Christ taught and everything that preceded him in the Old Helangwvihiat survived his
ministry is dependant upon this core requirement. If any situation arises in which Christians need
guidance they are to start with this concept. If they are confused about the implementation of any
Law (or commandment) they must relét® this core commandment. Compare that to the Old Law
in which people are presented with a list of rules, things that they are commanded to do or not do.
Humanity simply was not covered for every si

S Mt 24:35
%Mt 15:6
Mt 7:12
%Mt 22:37
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conmprehensive. Christians can judge every moral situation or piece of legislation against the core
requirement established by Jesus. Many moralists will search through the scriptures until they find
guote which appears to fit the situation they are disegsand, since the entire bible is vast and

complex, it isndédt an entirely difficult task
out of context. However, the test of moralit
philosophy.

Did Christdéds indicate that his message coul d

AWat ch faseptophtt® r They come to you in sheepos
they are ferocious wolves. d

fiand faiseprophetsvi | | appear and ‘deceive many p

AEverything they do is done f ovmdeanegn to se
the tassels on their garments long; they love the place of honor at banquets and the

most important seats in the synagogues; they love to be greeted in the marketplaces

and to have men*call them 6Rabbi . o

AWoe to you, teachers of the | aw and Phar
outside of the cup and dish, but inside they are full of greed anrohdelgence.

Blind Pharisee! First clean the inside of the cup and ,distd then the outside also

will b& clean.d

We have two thousand years of Christian hi st
Greed, selndulgence, and the desire to impress others were anticipated by Christ as the reason
people will pervetrhis teachings.

Does the common man have a right or duty to challenge the spirituality that is growing in
America?

As | have stated earlier, Chr i s®intheirbelicar e r eq
Christians are required by the Christi@od not to rely solely on emotion or spirituality. Unless
Christians demand the answers to the questions which will satisfy their intellect they fail to meet

Mt 7:15
OMmt 24:11
Mt 23:5
42 Mt 23:25
Mt 22:37
2C
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Christbds requirement. The only instance wher
identification of false prophets. AWatch out
clothing, but inwardly they are fero®%ious wo

Christians are required by ChssiogrovilesChdgstamma n d
leadership. Christians are required to judge the actions and accomplishments of those who
profess to be Christian leaders to determine if they are legitimate.

Can Christians | aypersons, underse?and Chri st
Thevalueand claritgf Chr i st 6s message has been guarante

ABe on your guard against the yeast of th
nothing concealed that will not be disclosed, or hidden that will not be made known.

What you hee said in the dark will be heard in the daylight, and what you have
whispered in the ear in the inn’%r rooms W

“Jesus said to them, 61f God were your Fal
from God and now am here. | leamot come on my own; but he sent Wy is
my language not clear to you? Because you are unable to hear whai¥say.

Christians are told that all will be made clear and to watch out for the ministers who pretend
otherwise. Earlier we have seen thati§tians are required to identify the false prophets. This
would not be a valid requirement if Christians were not given the intellectual understanding to do st

ABut you are not to be called ORabbi, 6 fo
brothersAnd do not <call anyone on earth o6fath
in heaven. Nor are you to be called O6teac

Chri*st . o

AFor false Christs and false prophets wil
deceve the ele@ if that were possible. So be on your guard; | have told you everything
ahead &% time.o

Mt 7:15
Bk 12:1
6 Jn 8:4243
4TMt 23:8
Mk 13:22
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If Christ is their teacher, cannot Christians rely on his word as sufficient? If none are to be called
minister or teacher, are not Christians lefftuptoe ms el ves t o read and wur

Christ also promised the apostles, that following his death,

At he Co u maelyShir, whom thé Father will send in my name, will teach you
all things and will remind you of everything | haeeisd t % you. o

AWhen the Counselor comes, whom | will se
who goes out from the Pather, he will tes

Christ promised that the Holy Spirit would come almost immediately after his death, nat over
period of two thousand years.

AAfter his suffering, he showed himself t
that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the
kingdom of the Christian God. On one occasion|ente was eating with them, he

gave them this command: O6Do not | eave Jer
promised, which you have heard me speak about. For John baptized with water, but in
a few days you will be> baptized with the

He kept that promise as seen in the Acts of the Apostles,

AWhen the day of Pentecost came, they wer
sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house
where they were sitting. Thegw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated

and came to rest on each of themflesusl | of
was so adamant this final act of his ministry be respected that he declared disregard

of this Holy Spirit, also cadid the Spiritof Trufft o be the only unfor
tell you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven men, but the blasphemy against the

Spirit will not be forgiven. Anyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man will be
forgiven, but anyone whgpeaks against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either in

this age or i the age to come. 0

49 Jn 14:26

%0Jn 15:26

51 Acts 1:35

52 Acts 2:1

%3Jn 14:17, In 15:26, Jn 16:13,
Mt 12:31-32
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Christ unmistakably promised that his message will be made clear and would even be reinforced b
the Holy Spirit. The onl yeisinahe@bspets which thareforee o f
must be the fulfill ment of Christoés promi se.

Perhapsmost importantly, are Christians required to understand God?

Final proof that Christians can understand C
Greatest Commandment.

ALove the Lord your God with withiouryour hea
entire mindand with all your strength. The second is this: 'Love your neighbor as
yoursel féd There is no commandmentdt ¢heaman
replied. O6You are right in saying that Go
him with all your heartwith all your understandingnd with all your strength, and to

love your neighbor as yourself is more important than all burierioigs and
sacrificesd. When Jesus saw that he had a
far from the kingdom of God. & And from th
questiPons. o

This commandment requires that we approach religious beliefnot y wi t h emot i on
but that we actively engage our entire mind, and that we understand God. Christian were warned
what happens if they fail to understand.

ALIi sten then to what the parable of the s
about the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away

what was sown in his heart. This is the seed sown along the path. The one who received
the seed that fell on rocky places is the man who hears the word and at once receives it
with joy. But since he has no root, he lasts only a short time. When trouble or

persecution comes because of the word, he quickly falls away. The one who received

the seed that fell among the thorns is the man who hears the word, but the worries of

this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke it, making it unfruifitithe one who

received the seed that fell on good soil is the man who hears the word and understands
it. He produces a crop, yielding ®& hundre

AChri stian may emotionally accept wi tpoldcalt un
evangelicalgan preach, legislate, condemn and coerce but Christ taught that no one will be saved
a result unless they not only love but understaea thod.

Mk 12:2933
Mt 13:18-23
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What do | mean by interpretation; doesnodot th

| have indicated thajospels are sufficiently clear not to require interpretation and in fact suggest
that Christians are cautioned for several reasons not totias& tvho would claim to interpret

the word of God for them. Yet, it is evident that some passages are not entirelly detiakes

the AGreatest Commandment o which requiAkes th
clear meaning does nimbmedidely reach out. What does it mean to love with your mind? Each

of us may have a different interpretation. | would say that if a god were so abttsieave that

as guidance perhaps he needs ssapervisiorby humans. However, the gospels are much more
coherent and comprehensibanisolated phrases. And this is a point that must be repeatedly
stressed as it seems to be violated byoatrevery political evangelicathe gospels are not

menusfrom which phrases can be selected as a means of substgriiats preconceived

notion. The gospels represent a comprehensiyv
Greatest Commandment , iTalovbllaim with dll Qourinéanyithalh t i n u e
your understanding nd wi t h al IT hyeo ugro sspterl esn gtthheoms el ves i
al | 'y o sets fonth arredjirement to underst&wt and further indicates that strength is

necessary. Our best source withwhich nder st and the Christian Go
words and they arcontained in the gospels. If a Christian does not understand the meaning of a
phrase such as Awith your entire mindo it is
Christ had to say about the concept not just that phrase, fidterthe ternstrength in our

passage. At the risk of being accused of interpreting, | would say that that word indicates some
effort will be involved in loving and understanding the Christian Gedll not go so far as to

say that | was capable of writing this bagithout appearing to interpret. However, it was my
intention to discuss Christés philosophy f
effort, a functional definition of Ainterp
which are nconsistent with the overall concepts specifically presented by Christ, or, to accept
another source, such as the epistles, even when they obviously conflict with Christ, or, to select
an isolatedjospelphrase to substantiate a preconceived concept whiabt substantiated by
Christdos words.

ro
re

Understanding requires thought which implies interpretation, but interpretation does not confer
the right to either fabricate or misrepresent.

Most of these questions will strike the average Christian as unirdoomeaive, as the answers
seem to be obvious. AO0Of course Jesus 1is the
who rely, not on Jesus, but on Paul and the Old Testament. There are other leaders who rely on
tradition or on other writers. Thereeamany who rely on other methods of persuasion and
substantiation. Sometimes there is agreement, but sometimes there are contradictions. The
critical guestion is why would anyone ri sk e
words? Christ pnmised eternal life if his commandments are followed. Each if these leaders are
free to believe and teach as they like and every American who listens to them are equally free to
believe whatever they like as to their teachings. | have no argument witMyhabsition is that

any religious leader who professes to believe in Christ and use that profession as justification in
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support of his/her legislative effort is subject to scrutiny as to the theology and the logical basis
for their line of argument. If &y failtomeett he st andards of Chri st ds
credibility and integrity is in question.
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Christbéds Commandment s
Chapter 2

Christian folks are used to defining their religion using the concept of commandments. | do not
t hi nk t hantenftcsoomntaamnd adequately define Christ
proactive positive lifestyle. Newvghe less we can work with the concept singpad

understanding of Christodés philosophy and wha
necessary inroer to analyze the legislative efforts of fitical evangelicalsThe term

commandments generally brings to mind a spec
specifically the ATen Command mepalitical evangeliadsc at e d

as the basis of Christianity, yet we receive a different message from Jesus.

f you obey my command¥, you will remain

3t

3t

Whoever has my commands and oBeys them,

Note the word A myo0.hisCdmmandnentsythose tlaicha tauaht, werd th a t
form the basis of his religion. Yet i f you a
they will refer to the Ten Commandments. There is nothing wrong with the Ten Commandments
as part of a belief steam and most legal codes include prohibition against some of the listed

of fences, however there are significant dr aw
philosophy:

e Critically, they exclude the Two Greatest Commandments
e They were not specificallgndorsed by Christ anywhere in the gospels.

e They exclude a number of other commandments which are explicit requirements for
salvation.

e Christ changed the overall philosophy as well as some of the detail of the Old Testament
Law.

So, for our use, | have deloped a consolidated list of commandments based on the gospels. The
first two are the Great Commandments, the next are the others which Christ specifically said
mustbe met to gain fAeternal l i feo and t he r eme
You are free to verify and change the order and presentation in accordance with how you read

the gospels. In this list, | have footnoted the source.

5"Jn 15:10
%8 Jn 14:21
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Christds commandments ar e:

ALove the Lord your God with allhalyouur he

ALove your n e i°Yibotomthersassyouyould havethefiod o y'ou . 0

Interpret all other commandments based on these first two as they are the foundation of
all Christian Lawf?

To inherit eternal life:
Comfort and hal the sick®

Provide for the poor, feed the hungry, give drink to the thirsty, cloth the naked
and have compassion for the imprisofied.

To inherit eternal life, keep these commandments:
do not murder,
do not commit adultery,
do not steal,
do not givefalse testimony,
do not defraud,
honor your father and mother.
love your neighbor as yourséff

Forgive all, always, do not judge others, and do not condemn others. Your actions will be
forgiven or judged and condemned in the same manner as you oeitiptiis
commandment®

Mt 22:37, Mk 12:30

50 Mt 22:39, Mk 12:31

511k 6:31

52 Mt 22:40, Mk 12:31

%My 10:8, Mt 25:36, Lk 9:2, Lk 10:8

54 Mt 25:36,Mt 19:21, Mk 10:21, Lk 6:20, Lk 11:41, Lk 12:33, Lk 14:13, Lk 18:22,
%Mt 19:19, Mk 10:19, Lk 18:20
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In all actions demonstrate justicaercy and faithfulnes¥.

Acknowledge that your sins are equal to or worse than the sins of others and act
accordingly?®

Give to charities, pray and make sacrifices in secret, so you will netijged to
hypocrisy®®

Avoid temptation and do not cause others td'Sin.
Do not accumulate wealth or treasures; you cannot serve both God and’money.

Be more righteous than religious lead&rgvatch out for false prophets; identify them by
what they dd*

Do not be angry with or ridicule othe?s.
Do not execute those who break the [a®o not take reveng®.Preserve the peace.

Do not commit slander, sexual immorality, greed, malice, deceit, lewdness, envy,
arrogance and foll{?

| cannot includehe following as commandment$ Jesu<Christ because he never mentioned them:

6| k 6:37,Mt 7:2, Mt 6:12, Mt 18:21, Mt 18:35, Mk 11:25, Lk 11:14, Lk 17:14, Mt 7:1,

57 Mt 23:23Lk11:42, Mt 5:7, Mt 18:33, Lk 10:37

58 Mt 7:3-4, Lk 6:41-42, Mt 18:4, Lk 14:10, Lk 18:13

Mt 6

OMt 5:29-30, Mt 18:8, Mk 9:43, Mt 1847, Mk 9:42, Lk 17:12

Mt 6:19, Mt 6:24, Lk 16:13, Lk 16:14, Jn 2:15, Mt 19:23, Mk 10:23, Mk 124211k 6:24, Lk 12:21Lk 18:24
26, Lk 21:1

2Mt 7:15, Mt 24:11, Mt 24:24, Mk 13:22, Mt 5:20, Mt 16:6, Mt 16:11, Mt 23:13, Mt 23:23, 25, 27, 29, Mk 8:15,
Lk 11:39- 52

Mt 7:15-16

"Mt 5:21

®In 8:7

Mt 5:3842, Lk 6:2731

"Mt 5:9

Mt 15:19, Mk 7:2122
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e Abortion
e FEuthanasia
e Homosexuality

e Premarital sex

| cannot list prayer, church attendance or scripture reading as a requirement for salvation. Christ
referred to these but ditbt make them requirements.

This review of AChri st orefrediier tothagospelbgseriticaldo | s  n o
the identification of politicakvangelical credibility becausghristrequired that his

commandments be kept to reméin his lo v € @and he did us the service of explaining exactly

how we identify his discipleslove for others and good works; his essential commandtfiifits

a political evangelical makes a statement th
defacto poof that they are Christians does this resolve our inquiry? If your negginaaie such

a statemenit would not seem to beur place to question their commitmehtowever, if it is our
politician, it is our duty. Jesus did not require t@atistiansacept him agheiri Lor d and
Savioro as the sole requirement ar@aswenherit e
discussed.Beliebr Chr i st as ,mayfevalid soncepsslbut, asawe with disouss
further, belief that is insufficienas to compel faithfulness to hiss commandments was not
promised as a path to eternal l' i fe, and so,
our politicians. That isvhy we need toundersta@h r i st 6s commandments a
successfuy complete our task.

The essence of Christodos teachings are the tw

ATeacher, which is the greatest commandme
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mTids
is the first and greatest commandment. An

as yodtsekthedlLaw and the Prophet® hang or

AOn one occasion an expert in the | aw sto
owhnmutst | do to inherit eternal l'i fe?d6 OW
60How do you read it?6 He answered: OLove

with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind; and, Love your

®Jn 15:10Jn 14:2
80 Mt 5:16,Jn 13:35
81 Mt 22:36
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neighboras yoursel f. & O6You have answered corr
will ®%ive.d.0

It is theologically impossible to teach the truth of Christianity without acknowledgement and
understanding of these two commandments. We have Christ categaiatitg their
predominance, we have Christbés |ife demonstr
which add clarification. | will discuss the specifics of pgaditical evangelic@d s pr i or i t i e s
mind-set in subsequent chapters but first Glams must assure that they have a solid

understanding of what Christ taught when he set his priorities for Christianity. As we progress,
however, keep in mind what you understand to betiiicale v a n g eldgislative lgsls.

Also note the differere b et ween rhetoric of Al ove your ne
commitment this commandment actually demands.

All leadership has the responsibility for accuracy and credibility. Any leadership that seeks to
legislate based on a set of principles hasrdranced responsibility to both their core philosophy

and their constituency. Ampolitical evangelicalvho fails to acknowledge and promote the
Agreat commandmentso, as Christ acknowl edged
constant and overridimigh e mes of Chri st és teaching, his |
same for the political evangelicals then it is clear that these Christian leaders have failed their

own measure of credibility.

The Greatest Commandment

The first step in Chrignity is love of God. It is the Greatest Commandment. Fortunately,

Christians are not |l eft with the term Al oveo
Great Commandment itself aids in its definit
intellect be involved. It is insufficient to rely solely on emotion. The full intellect must be

invol ved. AAl'l your mindo requires that Chri

the requirement to know and understand the gospels of Christ.

| nThé@ Par abl e % éachtwhre giv@necértaimtalents and those who had used their
them wisely by increasing their value were rewarded, but the one who did not use the talent was
condemned. The intellect is the greatest talent awarded to margratsspus from animal.

Christ demanded that Christians expand their intellect in the love of God and the performance of
his works.

Simply professing belief or love is insufficient, it involves responsibility,

82| k 10:25-28
8 Mt 25:14
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ANot everyone who gvil gnterirttodhe kirgdom oflheaved,, L or d

only the one who does the will of my Father in heaven. On that day, many will say to

me, O6éLord, Lord, didndédt we prophesy 1in
and do many power ful tdoe eédhse, Tohe m elvewi lkin:
away from me, §ou | awbreakers! 60

AWhy do you call me 6Lord, 8 ord, 6 and don

The Greatest commandment does not involve pretentiousness,

ARBe careful not to do y mentobéeedythemolff r i ght

you do, you will have no feward from your
ASo when you give to the needy, do not

do in the synagogues and on the streets, to be honored by men. | tell yotithe tr

they have receivé&d their reward in full
AAnd when you pray, do not be I|ike the

the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by men. | tell you the truth, they
have received their reward in fuBut when you pray, go into your room, close the

door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is
done in secret® will reward you.d

AWhen you fast, do not | ook somber as t
faces © show men they are fasting. | tell you the truth, they have received their

reward in full. But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, so that it
will not be obvious to men that you are fasting, but only to your Father, who is
unseen;ang our Father, who sees what®is done

Christ continually taught against hypocrites, he understood human nature and knew that public
affirmations and exhibitions of piety will result in the degradation of ones duty to Godstt be
you already have received your reward for your piety, at worse you have lied to your God.
Clearly the Christian duty to God is between you and Him, not between you and your admiring
public.

84Mt 7:21
81k 6:46
Mt 6:1
8" Mt 6:2
B Mt 6:5
Mt 6:16
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The Greatest Commandment is not without responsibility.sCsaid

Alf you love me, you®will obey what | con
Al f anyone | oves me Hewhadoesndtlbve mewallywotobgy t e ac
my teachingd®™

Alf you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as | have obeyed my

Fat herasdsommd rem¥%in in his love. o

AWhoever has my commands and obeys them,
Ioves;ﬁgne will be loved by my Father, and | too will love him and show myself to
hi nm. o

To meet the provisions of the Greatest Commandment, Chaist s mu st obey Chr i
commandments. Love must translate to action.

Additional guidance on the Greatest Commandment was given by the comparison of the duty to
God with other duties.

ANow large crowds were accompanying Jesus, and turning to them he sdidl f

anyone comes to me and does not hate his own father and mother, and wife and
children, and brothers and sisters, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple.
Whoever does not carry his own ¢ross and

A And verlhas &ft houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children
or fields for my sake will receive a hundred times as much and will inherit eternal
i . 0

9Jn 14:15
13n 14:2324
9n 15:10
S In 14:21
9Lk 14:25
%Mt 19:29
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ANO one can s e herfewl aetheorse srid ovelde othelar e
will be devoted tohe one and despisé¢other. You cannot serve boGod and

Mone% . o

AfJesus said to another, OFoll ow me. &6 But
my father.d But Jesus said to himy OLet t
go and proclaim the kingdom of God. &6 Yet
first | et me say goodbye to my family. & J
to the plow and looks ba%k is fit for the

Obviously, Christs not telling us that Christians should hate their family but by comparison to

their duty to God, it appears to be that much of a distinction. Their love should be so strong that
they are willing to | eave t hoseneyihbatonel ove f o
among many that demonstrates the problem Christ had with wealth, he felt that it was a very
significant impediment to the true love of God.

Thepolitical evangelicalsif they were to meet their own standards in regards to the Greatest
Coomandment, must convey the message that the
understanding of his message, not just making emotional assertions. As disciples and leaders,
their first task is to fAspread dtesteommandnenat. T h
be proclaimed. Failure to teach that Christians must understand Jesus is a failure of leadership.
But consider who benefits financially and politically from the Christian not being able to
understand God and is required to turn to andtreguidance.

The Second Great Commandment

ALove your nei fhbor as yourselfo.

Al give you a 0todove ome@mother. Jubtrae Imdve loved you, you
also are to love one another. Everyone will know by this that you are my di8diples
youhave | ove f&r one another. o

Aln every

t h eat others as you woul d
l aw and t H® t s

%Mt 6:24

9Lk 9;57

%Mt 22:39, Mk 12:31
“Jn 13:34

00Mmt 7:12
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ABy this all men will know that You are n

AMy command iclksotherlas | fave ldvedwai. Geeater love has no one
than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. You are my friends if you do what |
comma'ffd. o

We have several measures of the type of love Jesus was talking about:

¢ Sufficient that you will trebeveryone else the way you would want to be treated
yourself.

e Equal to the example Christ set while he was on earth.
e Directly related subordinate commandments.

AFor the Son of Man will come with his an
will reward each persoaccording to what he has danés®

With this commandment and promise of reward according to what an individual has
accomplished, not what he says, Christ demanded responsibility; words are insufficient.

AWhen the Son odoryMadrall tite@myelswith him, He wil sit on
his throne in heavenly glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he
will separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from

the goats. He will put the sheeponhisght and t he “fioTahtesn ohne hi s
wi || say to those on his |l eft), 6Depart fr
fire prepared for the devil and his angels. For | was hungry and you gave me
nothing to eat, | was thirsty and you gave me mgtho drink, | was a stranger and
you did not invite me in, | needed clothes and you did not clothe me, | was sick and
in prison and you did not | ook after me. 0
we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or neediothes or sick or in prison,
and did not help you?d6 fAHe wil!/l reply, ol
10130 13:35
1923 15:12
%Mt 16:27
104 Mt 25:31
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for one of the | east of these
eternal punishment, bu® the ri
Alf you wish to be perfect, go sell your possessions and give the money to the poor,

and you will have treasur® in heaven. The

Inaction concerning the Second Great Commandment will result in damnation. This was a very
significantparté Chri st 6s new message. Sins are only
on the Second Greatest Commandment appears to be the more serious fault since sins are to be
forgiven but if Christians fails to feed the hungry they face eternal punishbieng the

Second Great Commandment requires doing everything possible to elevate suffering, fighting
poverty, feeding the hungry, assuring that the sick are cared for.

AYou have heard that it was said, O6éLove Yy
say to you, love your enemy and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be

like your Father in heaven, since he causes the sun to rise on the evil and the good,

and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. For if you love those who love

you, what reward do you have? Even the ta
if you only greet your brothers, what more do you do? Even the Gentiles do the same,

donét they? So then, be perffct, as your
AYou havéeéabheatdwas said, O06An eye for an e

to you, do not resist the evildoer. But whoever strikes you on the right cheek, turn the

other to him as well. And if someone wants to sue you and to take your tunic, also

give him yarr coat. And if anyone forces you to go one mile, go with him two. Give to

the one who asks you, and do not ®feject t

These sound like severe requirements and ones that is not generally acknowledged by most
Christiansbut it remains the word of the Christian God and so, is it proper to ignore because it is
difficult?

AYou have heard that it was said to an o
owhoever murders wil/ be subj econewhdist o j u
angry with a brother will be subjected to judgment. And whoever treats another with
contempt will be brought Dbef avillbesantbe Chur c
fiery hell. So then, if you bring your gift to the altar and there remember that your

brother has something against you, leave your gift there in front of the Riltst go

I
d

105\t 25:41
108 Mt 19:21
07 Mt 5:43 Lk 6:27
198 Mt 5:38
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and be reconciled to your brother and then come and present your gift. Reach
agreement quickly with your accuser while on the way to court, or he may hand you
over to the judge, and the judge hand you over to the warden, and you will be thrown
into pison. o

ADo not judge, and you wil/ not be ju
condemned; forgive, and you will be f

~

ADo not judge, orFoyirothe same way you judge dbhers,you d g e d .
will be judged, and withhie measure you use, it will be measured to you. Why do you

|l ook at the speck of sawdust in your brot
your own eye? How can you say to your bro
eye, 6 when rai$dplankingourt oivnrege? ¥ du aypocrite, first take the

plank out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from

your brottherods eye. o

AThen Peter came to him and said, #ALord,
whosinmsgai nst me? As many as seven times?0
| tell you, butseventgy e ven i meso.

AFor i f you forgive men when they sin aga
forgive you. But if you do not forgive men their sins, yeather will not forgive your
si ndimorgive us our sins, for we &1 so for

Al f any owihoutginflet hinohe the fast to throw a stone at h&y

Some teach that they are justified because they lovertherdiut hate the sin. Christ did not
make that exception; he said love the sinner and forgive the sin.

In a parable describing what action should be taken against sin, Christ was asked if it should be
eradicated,

19Mmt 5:21
10| k 6:37
1n 7:1
H2Mmt 18:21
Mt 6:14
k114
15In 8:7
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ANo, 6 he answer e drepuling tneweeds, gou may robt ep theo u
wheat with them. Let both grow together until the harvest. At that time | will tell the
harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then gather
the wheat and bt ng it into my barn.o

He is saying that Christians do not have the ability to correctly differentiate the good from the
bad and so, the bad is better |l eft alone to
with his aggressive prohibition against judging anddemnning others.

AThen the Lord said to him, ONow then, yo
and dish, but inside you are full of greed and wickedness. You foolish people! Did

not the one who made the outside make the inside also? But give whkatddie

dish to the poor, and everything will be clean for you. Woe to you Pharisees,

because you give God a tenth of your mint, rue and all other kinds of garden herbs,

but you neglect justice and the love of God. You should have practiced the latter

without | eaving t'fe former undone. o

AJesus sat down opposite the place where
crowd putting their money into the temple treasury. Many rich people threw in

large amounts. But a poor widow came and put in two very sopfier coins,

worth only a fraction of a penny. Calling
the truth, this poor widow has put more into the treasury than all the others. They

all gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put inyéhviegd all she

had to™ive on. o

AOnNn one occasion an expert in the | aw sto
6what must | do to inherit eternal 1ife?8o
O60How do you read it 2?06 Heodawithsalwyourbedrtand L o v e
with all your soul and with all your stre
nei ghbor as yourself. 6 6You have answer e
you wi || l i ve. 6 But heskvadhtleas uso, jawuksrnd fwh

neighbor?d I n reply Jesus said: OA man wa
when he fell into the hands of robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and

went away, leaving him half dead. A priest happened to g glmwn the same

road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. So too, a Levite,

when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. But a

Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took

pity on him. He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then

he put the man on his own donkey, took him to an inn and took care of him. The next

H1eMmt 13:2930
171k 11:3942
18 Mk 12:41-44
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day he took out two silver coins and gave
saiadn,d when | return, I owi || rei mburse yo
OWhich of se three do you think was a
of robbers 'I;he expert in the Deauw repl i e

t he
?0
t ol d ddnado likéwae!:

Clear guidance as to the extent Christians must go to comply with the Second Great
Commandment.

The Other Commandments

While reviewing the other commandments we must continue to keep in mind the final part of the
Great Commandment:

AAll the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments

I f all the | aw and prophets Ahangodo on the Gr
application or interpretation must take Christians back to:

AiLove your neifhbor as yourselfod
fiDo to othersas you would have thedot o  y?b u . o

When specifically asked what commandments are necessary to obey to gain eternal life Christ
said,

ADo not murder, do not commit adultery, d

honor your fatherand mothr , and | ove your®? neighbor as

In another passage he includ#minot defrautf>.

191 k 10:2537

120\t 22:39, Mk 12:31
121 k6:31

122 Mt 19:1818

12 Mk 10:19
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Note that each of these has to do with the way you treat others, violation will hurt someone,
although honoring your parents is more along the lines of graspiegjal status, and, of course,
theeveipr esent foundation Al ove your neighbor a

But | ook at the detail 7gducaB bee ther teldtonshipotortimea n d me
Great Commandments and the problem with strictly utilizing theGQ@nmandments. They say
more than, for example AThou Shall Not Kill o

respect, without anger or contempt but with tolerance and forgiveness. Several of these strike
against the hypercritical and the sujm#al, saying, for example, reconciliation with your brother
is more important than leaving a gift to the church, and justice, mercy and faithfulness are just
important as the act of giving.

Murder

AYou have heard that it wa sheitd mua dtelre
who murders will be subject to judgment.
with his brother will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone who says to his brother,
6Raca, (a term of cont e mButanydnswhasayswer abl e
6You fool!6 wildl be in danger of the fire
at the altar and there remember that your brother has something against you, leave

your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be recited to your brother; then

come and offer your gift. Settle matters quickly with your adversary who is taking you

to court. Do it while you are still with him on the way, or he may hand you over to the

judge, and the judge may hand you over to the offaret you may be thrown into

prison. | tell you the truth, you?X™vill no

P
0

Adultery

AYou have heard that it was said, 6Do not
who looks at a woman lustfully has ady committed adultery with her in his heart.

If your right eye causes you to sin, gouge it out and throw it away. It is better for you

to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. And if

your right hand causes you to sout it off and throw it away. It is better for you to

lose one part of your body than for your whole body to go into hell.

Divorce

Al't has been said, O0Anyone who divorces h
di vorce. 6 But | divacedhis wite,lexceéphfa maritaln y one wh o
unfaithfulness, causes her to become an adulteress, and anyone who marries the

di vorced woman ®ommits adultery. o

124 Mt 5:21-26
125\t 5:31-32
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Oaths

AAgain, you have heard that it was said t
oath,butkep the oaths you have made to the L&
all: either by heaven, for it is Godos th

by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the Great King. And do not swear by your head,
foryoucannot make even one hair white or bl ¢
and your 6No,d 6Nod; anythind beyond this

Justice, mercy and faithfulness:

AWoe to you, teachers of the | awthand Phar
your spiced mint, dill and cummin. But you have neglected the more important

matters of the lad justice, mercy and faithfulness. You should have practiced the

latter, without neglecting the former. You blind guides! You strain out a gnat but

swallowa catfel . o
Revenge
AYou have heard that it wasBuladllgoy Do Eye f o

not resist an evil person. If someone strikes you on the right cheek, turn to him the
other also. And if someone wants to sue you and takeuwymiar let him have your

cloak as well. If someone forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles. Give to
the one who asks you, and do not turn away from the one who wants to borrow from

y o u?? o

Miscellaneous:

AWhat comes out o fm'ancleaa'fror frosn withim,aott of manikse s h i
hearts, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, greed, malice,
deceit, lewdness, envy, slander, arrogance and folly. All these evils come from inside

and make a man 'uncleaf?®

This is a most interesting passage. A major focus of much of the Christian leadership is on sexual
immorality of various sorts. The emphasis is generally considerably more than they place on the
Asino of adultery. Yet, Chrtyissimplgwhatscontamed apopr
in this passage. That is all. If Christians were to emphasize sexual morality in the same manner
as Christ there would be many things substantially more important.

126 Mt 5:33-37

127 Mt 23:23 Lk 11:42, Mt 18:33, Lk 10:37
128 Mt 5:3842, Lk 6:2731

129Mt 15:19, Mk 7:2122
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One

cannot | eave a | istilmudgiwnfg Ghrhies tBksatmd ruadl

ANow when he saw the crowds, he went
disciples came to him, and he began to teach them saying:

Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are those who ara, for they will be comforted.

Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.
Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.

Blessed are the pure hreart, for they will see God.

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God.

Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute yofalsetly say all kinds of

evil against you because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward
in hetzil%en, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before

y ou’’ o0

ALooking at his disciples, he said:
Blessed are you who aregr, for yours is the kingdom of God.

Blessed are you who hunger now, for you will be satisfied.

Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh.

Blessed are you when men hate you, when they exclude you and insult you and
reject your name as evil, bacse of the Son of Man.

Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, because great is your reward in heaven. For
that is how their fathers treated the prophets.

But woe to you who are rich, for you have already received your comfort.
Woe to you who are well fesbw, for you will go hungry.
Woe to you who laugh now, for you will mourn and weep.

Woe to you when all men speak well of you, for that is how their fathers treated the
false prophets®*

1BOmt 5:1-12
Bl k 62026
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A constant theme of thaolitical evangelicalss that if you prg, attend church, read the

scriptures, promote the Ten Commandments and public recognition of God, good things will
happen to you. That is obviously contrary to
tears, are the fAbl essedo.

Note particularhit he fAwoe ds 0. Co mpditica evanbebcalgreath@ndwtiivat t
for,

ABut woe to you who are rich, for you hayv
you who are well fed now, for you will go hungry. Woe to you who laugh now, for you

will mourn and weep. Woe to you when all men speak well of you, for that is how

their fathers treated the false prophets. woe to you who are rich, woe to you who are

well fed, woe to you who |l augh,™woe to yo

Christ did notoromise happiness, riches, comforts, or the admiration of others, what do the
political evangelicalpromise?

We will delve further into Christods philosop
fairly solid idea of the significantissuesirsJa s 6 system of morality.
AGol den Rul eo, or how you treat others. With

follow, selling everything you have and giving to the poor, helping all of the sick and hungry. All

of this seems @xeme. Well, | am not asking that you accept Christiahigyn simply
consolidating and analyzing Christds teachin
choice. However, if you demand the right to legislate your morality based on your ledaiyot

are Christian then | reserve the right to scrutinize the Christian law and make a determination if
you are credible or if you are a nfalse prop
review what Christ said concerning the Great Commamdsnand compare that to the

predominance they find in tipolitical evangelicalphilosophy and their life styles.

The Old Testament

We cannot complete this discussioi  Chr i st 0 s withoutraotiessthgibernOids
Testament as many of the evamgg! politiciansdefine their Christianity based on that book.

ADo not think that | have come to abol i sh
to abolish them bub fulfill them | tell you the truth, until heaven and earth

disappear, not the smaéieletter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means

disappear from the Lawntil everything is accomplishednyone who breaks one of

the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called

least in the kingdom of heavemthvhoever practices and teaches these commands

132 k 6:24-26
42

David VanLandinghamfiPoliticians Veto their Gaodl



will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. For | tell you that unless your
righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will
certainly not ente?® the kingdom of heaven

AThe Law and the Prophets were procl ai med
news of the kingdom of God is being preached, and everyone is forcing his way into

it. It is easier for heaven and earth to disappear than for the least stroke of a pen to

drop out of the Law. Anyone who divorces his wife and marries another woman
commits adultery, and the man who ®harries

These may be two of the most abused paragraphs in the gospels. Tiweyairdhe most
confusing wha taken at face value. Many are more familiar with the translation that used the

term Anot one iotaodo, but the meaning remains
passage in the Old Testament i s neé€urently t o su
the best example is homosexuality. Since Christ had nothing to say about the issue, the Old

Testament is relied upon t operseoutionthéror at e t he

interpretation of these t waothgtiroseseagneistaofthe t hat
Old Testament Law has been eliminated or changed and so that entire document remains a
critical part of Christianity.

If you isolate the above two passages from the rest of the gospels, it is conceivable that you
coudag ee with the political evangelical 6s pos!
conclusion. One is in the passages themselves. While the first does say that Christ came to fulfill
the Laws and the Prophet g£haintgegualoinfciegpd twh & |

Auntil everything is accomplishedo. Christ i
therefore it is possible to conclude that no
Old Testament. Thesecopdhase speci fically says AThe Law
until John. o That is clear, nothing changes

The second factor presents definitive resolwu
that everything will be clear. Chtispecificallyalteredand even nullifiech significant number
of the Old Testamerntaws Lots of Aiotabso have changed.

The Old Testament:
AFear the LORD your God, serve B m only a

Chrisbs change

133 Mt 5:17-20
1341k 16:1617
135 Deuteronomy 6:13
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AAgai n, eaathathwag aid to the people long ago, 'Do not break your

oath, but keep the oaths you have made to the Lord.' But I tell you, Do not swear at

all: either by heaven, for it is God's throne; or by the earth, for it is his footstool; or

by Jerusalentor it is the city of the Great King. And do not swear by your head,

for you cannot make even one hair white or black. Simply let your 'Yes' be 'Yes," and
your 'No,' "No'; anything®™ eyond this con

The Old Testament:
AShow ol ipfie yfor | ife, eye for eye™® tooth
Chrisbs change

AYou have heard that it wasBudladllgyu ' Eye f o
Do not resist an evil person. If someone strikes you on the right,¢cbe®ko him

the other also. And if someone wants to sue you and take your tunic, let him have

your cloak as well. If someone forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles.

Give to the one who asks you, and do not turn away from the one who wants to

bor row fr¥m you. o

Christ eliminated the dietary and cleanliness laws and rituals.

AThen some Pharisees and teachers of the
asked, OWhy do your disciples break the t
handse f or e t hey eat! 6 €é Jesus called the cr
understand. What goes into a mands mouth
comes out of his mouth tat is what makes

He changed the definition of adultery,

136 Mt 5:33-37
137 Deuteronomy 19:21
138 Mt 5:38-42
B39Mmt 15:1-11
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AYchwmve heard that it was said, O6Do not c
who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his
heat . o

He changd the divorce Laws,

Alt has been said, O0AnNyw heeacertificatedfi vor ces h
d i v oButl&ll ydpu that anyone who divorces his wife, except for marital

unfaithfulness, causes her to become an adulteress, and anyone who marries the

di vorced woman ommits adultery. o

He even changed the focus of the camament against murder,

AYou have heard that it was saandlanypre t he p
who murders will be subject to judgment. 0
with his brothewill be subject to judgment. Again, anyone vghags to his brother,
ORaca, 6 is answerable to the Sanhedrin. E
danger of t'ffe fire of hell.d

All of these | aws were given to Moses by God

i otad of t beaabolishddtHeyamust bedieve thmt all of the above remain the law.
Otherwise, they have failed their own standards.

fiThe LORD said to Moses

A Do not mate different kinds of animals.

A Do not plant your field with two kinds of seed.

A Do not wear clothing wven of two kinds of material.

A When you enter the land and plant any kind of fruit tree, regard its fruit as

forbidden. For three years you are to consider it forbidden; it must not be eaten. In
the fourth year all its fruit will be holy, an offering afgise to the LORD. But in the
fifth year you may eat its fruit. In this way your harvest will be increased. | am the

LORD your God.
A Do not eat any meat with the blood still in it.
A Do not practice divination or sorcery.

140Mmt 5:27-28
141 Mt 5:31-32
42\t 5:21-22
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A Do not cut the hair at the side$your head or clip off the edges of your beard.

A Do not cut your bodies for the dead or put tattoo marks on yourselves. | am the
LORD.

A Do not turn to mediums or seek out spiritists, for you will be defiled by them. | am
the LORD your God.

A Rise in the preence of the aged, show respect for the elderly and revere your
God. | am the LORD.

A Keep all my decrees and all my laws and follow them. | am the L&RD

An even more important philosophical concept, the right of the Church/State to execute sinners,
becane obsolete with Christ:*

AAnyone who strikes a man and kills him s
schemes and kills another man deliberately, take him away from my altar and put him

to death. Anyone who attacks his father or his mother mysttiie death. Anyone

who kidnaps another and either sells him or still has him when he is caught must be

put to death. Anyone who curses his father or mother must be put to death. But if

there is serious injury, you are to take life for life, eye for &y@th for tooth, hand

for hand, foot for foot, burn ¥or burn, v

AWhoever does any work on t.He Sabbath day
Christ was specifically asked by the Pharisees if it was proper to execute a wogtarircain,

"The teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought in a woman caught in adultery.
They made her stand before the group and said to Jesus, "Teacher, this woman was
caught in the act of adultery. In the Law Moses commanded us to stone sugh wome
Now what do you say?" They were using this question as a trap, in order to have a
basis for accusing him. But Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with
his finger. When they kept on questioning him, he straightened up and said to them,
"If any one of you is without sin, let him be the first to throw a stone &tHer

The Old Testament God said to stone a child to death if that child disrespects his/her parents.
This is not Christds phil osophyy,jusVaswveyyfeive w b e

143 ev 19:137
14493n 8:111

145 Exodus 21:2431
148 Exodus 31:15
147 Jn 8:37
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believe that most of the Old Testament passages in this chapter are still in effect, so, how does
one then insist that other Ole Testament passages have as much importance as the passages of tt
gospels?

Christ said that he came tstablish a new covenant.

r the sugper h e t theonkwcavemanin myhbood, say i ng
i d out for you. 60

With new commandments.

Al gi vnew cpmmandmedto love one another. Just as | have loved you, you
alsoare to love one another. Everyone will know by this that you are my digciples
you have love™f or one another. o

There is no disrespect for the old covenant intended in this book. It is just that the Old Testament
was a different philosophy, for a difent people at a different time. It is simply impossible to
conclude that not one iota of the Old Testament Laws has been changed. There were momentous
differences both in specifics and the fundamental nature of the two philosophies. The essence of
Christianity is found in the New Testame@t course Christians believe that the Old Testament

is the word of God and should venerated and, of course it contains excellent moral guidance,
however, vinen there is a conflict or when one is searching out the traaingeof Christianity,

one must relyfirst and foremosn the teachings, the words, and the example of Jesus &hrist
presented in the Gospels.

148 k 22:20, Mt 28:26, Mk 14:24
14990 13:34
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Christian Leadership
Chapter 3

Christian leadership was not left without fairly specific guidance astories. This included
both directions on how to proceed in their mission and extensive, rather aggressive, prohibitions
and admonitions.

Christ sent out his emissaries on several occasions. Consistent with his positions on material
comforts, caring fothe sick and what to do about those who are not inclined to listen to the
message, he instructed:

e that those he sent out take or receive only the minimal support;

e that healing was a critical part of the job, (he gave all of his disciples this power
andcontinues this gift as confirmation of his teachings

e that I f someone does not | isten they w
will face Athe wrath of Godo at the fi

fiHe called his twelve disciples to him and gave them authorityive out

evil spirits and to heal every disease and sickness. These are the names of the
twelve apostles: first, Simon (who is called Peter) and his brother Andrew;
James son of Zebedee, and his brother John; Philip and Bartholomew;
Thomas and Matthewhé¢ tax collector; James son of Alphaeus, and
Thaddaeus; Simon the Zealot and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him. These
twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: "Do not go among the
Gentiles or enter any town of the Samaritans. Go rather tt#tesheep of

Israel. As you go, preach this message: 'The kingdom of heaven is near.' Heal
the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, drive out demons.
Freely you have received, freely give. Do not take along any gold or silver or
copper inyour belts; take no bag for the journey, or extra tunic, or sandals or

a staff; for the worker is worth his keep. Whatever town or village you enter,
search for some worthy person there and stay at his house until you leave. As
you enter the home, giveyibur greeting. If the home is deserving, let your
peace rest on it; if it is not, let your peace return to you. If anyone will not
welcome you or listen to your words, shake the dust off your feet when you
leave that home or town. | tell you the truthyitl be more bearable for

Sodom and Gomorrah on the day of judgment than for that town. | am sending
you out like sheep among wolves. Therefore be as shrewd as snakes and as
innocent™as doves. o

150Mt 10:1-16, Mk 6:7-13
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AAfter this the Lord appthemmwobydwoseventy t w
ahead of him to every town and place where he was about to go. He told them,

AThe harvest is plentiful, but the worker
therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field. Go! | am sending you out

like lambs among wolves. Do not take a purse or bag or sandals; and do not

greet anyone on the road. When you enter
house. 6 I f a man of peace is there, your
return to you. Stay in #t house, eating and drinking whatever they give you,

for the worker deserves his wages. Do not move around from house to house.

When you enter a town and are welcomed, eat what is set before you. Heal the

sick who are there aGodt élsl FeremyodaTlhe ki

He said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the good news to all
creation. Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does
not believe will be condemned. And these signs will accompany those who
believe: In my nme they will drive out demons; they will speak in new
tongues; they will pick up snakes with their hands; and when they drink
deadly poison, it will not hurt them at all; they will place their hands on sick
people, andhey will get well" After the Lord &sus had spoken to them, he
was taken up into heaven and he sat at the right hand of God. Then the
disciples went out and preached everywhanel the Lord worked with them
and confirmed his word by the signs that accompanietBft(Note the final
commentafter his assertion into heaven God continued to work with his
disciples and continued to confirm his teachings with mirdckeswe will see

in the chapters on healing the sick and hypocrisy, the lack of belief on the part
of Chri st 6s nldreasan fopalfaduse ta centinuehteedernonstrate
this power.)

Christ gave example to his teachings in both his life and his parables. He made it clear that this
example was pertinent to the lives and duties of his disciples.

AWhoever serves me musiiédw me o°

When he selected his di stAsJeduevgas he t ol d t h
walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon called Peter

and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they were

f i s her mefolow ne,Clesuesaid, "and | will make you fishers of

men. 6 At once they Il eft their nets and fo
saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John. They

1511k 10:1-9
152 Mk 16:1520
153 3n 12:26
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were in a boat with their father Zebedee, prepatiheir nets. Jesus called
them, and i mmediately they |l eft™the boat

Al f anyone would come after me, he must d
and folPTow me. o

He told the rich man to sell all he had and follow hifing wanted eternal life®

"When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned

to his place. O0Do you wunderstand what | h
You call me 6Teacherd and O6LoNov, 6 and ri g
that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash

one anot hhave gesyoufar example that you should do as | have

done for you. | tell you the truth, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a

messenger greatdhan the one who sent him. Now that you know these

things, you will b®% blessed if you do the

Christ lived with his flock just and instructed his disciples to do the Sankte did not

assume comforts or wealth. He s@idF o x e s h a v eds bof thé arhavanests, b i r

but the Son of Man has no place to | ay his h
teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom, and healing every

di sease and si ck néHedastednhe prage he sutfereg, beowad e . 0

scorned and ridiculed. He was a friend to sinn&haijith whom he shared his fodt: He

gave example for his disciples to Afoll owo.

Many Christians and their leaders believe that it is their responsibility to demonstrate to the

worldt hat they are Christians quoting the pass
accurate quote. Christ was very cautious of any action that would tempt his followers to
hypocrisy; he |l imited publ i c odisiohgpoftheyGreatg of ©
Commandment:

154Mt 4:19, Mt 9:9,Mk 1:17,

15 Mt 16:24. Mk 8:34, Lk 14:27
156 Mk 10:21, Lk 18:22

15730 13:1217

158 k 10:7

9Mt 4:23

®0Mmt 11:19

181 Mk 2:16
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"Let your light shine before men in such a wlagt they may see your good

works'®?
ABy this all men wi | | ifyculoweone hat you are n
another '§°

Christ gave i nstr uc tlngevithsomeane vého Haesinded agairsstar ol e

member of their church:

Al f your brother sins against you, go and
two of you. If he listens to you, you have won your brother over. But if he will

not listen, take oneortwwt her s al ong, so that Oevery m
established by the testimony of two or th

to them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church,
treat him as you woul'™ a pagan or a tax c

And how are to treat pagans or tax collectS/ile Jesus was having dinner at
Matt hewds house, many tax collectors and Asi
disciples '8 He appointed them to be apostles (Matthew).

ALove youf® enemieso

The leadeship was given only one approach to other sinners:

AThen Peter came to Jesus and asked, OLor
my brother when he sins against me? Up to
tell you, not seven times, but seventy se
A Bu 6t i f forgivemed tbeir sires,tyour Father will néargiveyour

sin%. o

%2Mmt 5:16
163 3n 13:35
184 Mt 18:15
%5 Mt 9:10
18 Mt 5:44
%7 Mt 6:15
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i Do judgetand you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and you will not

be condemned. Forgive®imanrd iyrout iwé | dame Vo
youjudgeothers,you will be judged, and with the measure you use, it will be
measured to vVyou.judgetfiie dwalr Ind,t *fcwtmet ¢ osave

"As for the person who hears my words but does not keep them, | do not judge

him. For | did not come to judge the worliyyt to save it. There is a judge for

the one who rejects me and does not accept my words; that very word which |

spoke will condemn him at the last day. For | did not speak of my own accord,

but the Father who sent me commanded me what to say and hayittd s

know that his command leads to eternal life. So whatever | say is just what the

Fat her has t%led eme etvensa&h.ordo st said that |
judge sinners!

Christ did not place ministers or priests above his people.

ABut ynoout atroe be called O6Rabbi,é& for you h
all brothers. And callnooneyodarf at her 6 on earth, for yo
whoisinheaven Nor are you to be called 6teac
the lord. The greatest among yoill we your servant. And whoever exalts

hi mself will be humbled, and Whoever humb

u
he

fTo some who were confident of their own

everybody el se, Jesus told thkitos parabl e:
pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood up and
prayedabouh i msel f: 6 God, I t hank-rgbbess, t hat | a
evildoers, adulterersor even like this tax collector. | fast twice a week and

giveatento f al | | get. 6 6But the tax collecto
not even |l ook up to heaven, but beat his
have mercy on me, a sinner. o6 Al tell you
went home justified before Tkod. For everyone who exalts himself will be

humbled, and he who humbBles himself will

Thepolitical evangelicals | ai m t o disciplesd@eticatedsta spreading his system of
morality. If their claim has credibility it should be cdoarated by:

168 Kk 6:37
189 30 12:47
030 12:4750
1Mt 23:8

1721 k 18:9-14
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1. Their aggressive commitment to healing (or at least care) for the sick. The one thing that
stands out in the gospels is that Christ spent his life for th&Sitle instructed his
disciples to do the sant& He gave them the power to do tfze m e WherfiJesus had
called the Twelve together, he gave them power and authority to drive out all demons and
to cure diseases, and he sent them out to preach the kingdom of God and to heal the
sick © This power was t'Gitoplefailswhentthereis en aft er
insufficient belief:"®

2. Their willingness to |ive as Christ deman
message was his distain for the rich; he said that if you do not give up your wealth you
were not his disciplé’’

3. Theircommitmat t o f ol |l owi ng Chr i s éexaggerayjomefd anc e
their moral authorities.

Christdéds admoni shment s:

During the four centuries before Christ the Pharisees developed as the prime teachers of the
Hebrew nation. They were a puritan sebiovemphasized spiritual methods. They were both
churchmen and statesmen whose principal interests were in the synagogue, the schooling of
children and the missionary effort. As Chris
i n Mo s e'$Theysnetahe pridsts, were the source of authority. When they brought an
adulteress in front of Christ to ask him if it were permissible for them to stone her to death Christ
did not deny their authority, but their hypocrisy. Christ intensely criticizei #irogance and
methods. It is inconceivable that Christ was not also giving us guidelines on how he wanted his
church governed or not governed. It would not be logical to assume that all of the comments
Christ made about the Pharisees (and the scrittekaw givers) did not apply to anyone who

held a leadership positions in future generations. The list of criticism of the Pharisees is also a
list of immoral conduct by anyone who is in a position of religious or secular authority.

"Woe to you, teacherd the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You shut the
kingdom of heaven in men's faces. You yourselves do not enter, nor will you
let those enter who are trying to. Woe to you, teachers of the law and

13 Mt 4:23, Mt 8:16 Mt 12:25, Mk 1:32, Mk 6:5, Mk 6:13, Mk 6:56, Jn 6:2
174 Mt 10:8, Mt 25:36, Lk 9:2, Lk 10:8,

%Mk 16:20

e Mt 17:1420, Mt 21:22, Mk 9:23, Mk 11:23, Mk 16:17, Lk 8:50,

17k 14:2533

18 Mt 23:2
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Pharisees, you hypocrite§ou devouwidows' housesind for a show make
l engthy prayers. Therefdre you will be pu

AWoe to you when all men speak well of yo
treated the false prophets®

AWho devour widowsd houses, and for prete
shal receive gr®ater damnationbo.

ou, unless your righteousnes
he Pharisees, yol® will never

—

For | tell vy
he | aw and t

But when

he saw maSadduceeéome thhes baptisenr i sees an
e said unt
t

- O D

o them, AO generation of viper
h e wrathls?’ O come?0
fTake heed and beware of the | eaven of t h
Sadducees’§*

AfThen Jesus said to the crowds dand his di
t he

Pharisees sit on MosesO seat. Therefo
and do it. But do not do what they do, for they do not practice what they teach.
They tie up heavy |l oads, hard to carry, a

they themselveare not willing even to lift a finger to move them. They do all
their deeds to be seen by people, for they make their phylacteries wide and
their tassels longThey love the place of honor at banquets and the best seats
in the synagoguesnd elaborate graengs in the marketplaces, and to have

people call'™them 6Rabbi . 80

ABut woe to you experts in the | aw and Vy
locking people out of the kingdom of heaven! For you neither enter nor permit

those trying o enter to go in.o

19 Mt 23:1314, Mk 12:3840, Lk 20:4647
180 k6 2026

181 \Mk.12:40

182 Mt 5:20

183 Mt.3:7

184 Mt.16:6

185 Mt 23:1-5

188 Mt 23:13
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AThen they understood how he bade them no
but of the doctrine of the Pharisees and of$aelducees™’

AThe Pharisees and the experts in the | aw
not live according to the tradition ofetrelders, but eat with unwashed

hands?®d He said to them, o6l saiah prophesi
as it is written: O6This people honor me w
from me. They worship me in vain, teaching as doctrine the commatsdone

men. 66 Having no regard for the command o
to human radition. 60

AWatch out for false prophets, who come t
inwardly are voracious wolves. You will recognize them by their fruit. Grapes

are not gathered from thorns or figs from thistles, are they? In the same way,

every good tree bears good fruit, but the bad tree bears bad fruit. A good tree

is not able to bear bad fruit, nor a bad tree to bear good fruit. Every tree that

does not bear gabfruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. So then, you will
recognize theé®™m by their fruit.o

AThen Jesus entered the temple area and d
and buying in the temple courts, and turned over the tables of the

moneychangerand t he chairs of those selling do
is written, OMy house wil/ be called a ho
into a denof robbers! 60

AWoe to you experts in the | aw and you Pl
andsea to make one convert, and when you get one you make him twice as

much a child of*hell as yourselves! ®
AWoe to you experts in the | aw and you Pl

tenth of mint, dill, and cumin, yet you neglect what is more importdahein

law: justice, mercy, and faithfulness! You should have done these things
without neglecting the other. Blind guides! You strain out a gnat yet swallow a
camé¥® 1 o

187 Mt 16:12
188 Mk 7:5
189Mt 7:15
90Mt 21:12
1Mt 23:15
192 Mt 23:23
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AWatch out for the experts in the | aw. Th
and elaboate greetings in the marketplaces, and the best seats in the

synagogues and the places of honor at ban
property and as a show make long prayers. These men will receive a more

severe pudhishment. o

AOne of the eeaxgeamwmwt aniswerreeldi chiianw o0 Teacher
these things you insult us too. 6 But Jesu
religious law as well! You load people down with burdens difficult to bear, yet

you yourselves refuse to touch the burdens with evenfgeiofingers! Woe

to you! You build the tombs of the prophets whom your ancestors killed. So

you testify that you approve of the deeds of your ancestors, because they killed

the prophets and Wou build their tombs.

(@}
(@Y

AMeanwhi |l e, wh e nthemawdyhadtgdiheradssa thatiteey o f

were trampling on one another, Jesus began to speak first to his disciples,

ABe on your guard against the yeast of th
Nothing is hidden that will not be revealed, and nothing is secretfianot

be made known. So then whatever you have said in the dark will be heard in

the light, and what you have whispered in private rooms will be proclaimed

from the Rousetops. o

AThe Pharisees (who | oved moneesys heard al
said to them, 6You are the ones who just:i
knows your hearts. For what is highly prized among men is utterly detestable

A

in The Christ®an Godés sight. 6

Not hing in the gospel sdisaisforthase religiaupleadeosswso t h an
pervert his teachings for their own aggrandizement, enrichment and empowerment.

193 Mk 12:38
1941k 11:45
991 k12:1

1981 k 16:14
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Heal the Sick
Chapter 4

We have introduced this concept before but it deserves the prominence that Christ gave it and so
a little redundancy W not hurt.

The prime commandments:

ALove the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your
mind and with all your strength. The second is th®re your neighbor as yourself
There is no commandment greater than thé¥e."

How would you want to be treated if you were sick? Would healing be at the top of your list of
priorities?

As wehave established Christ galvis disciples two orders as to their mission, teach the gospels
and heal the sick. Any who claim to be his ghgeand fails to do either would lack credibility.

AHe called his twelve disciples to him an
and to heal every disease and sicknéSs.

iHeal the sick, raise the deademaih®anse t

AWhen Jesus had called the Twelve toget he
drive out all demons and to cure diseases, and he sent them out to preach the
kingdom of God &Rhd to heal the sick.od

According to Mar k, eforeehe asChded irtathéaven fveren al wo
Athey will place their hand$* on sick peop

Christ forgave just about everything as far as sins goes. However, it is clear that if you fail to
care for the sick you will be damned.

197 Mt 22:36, Mk 12:3631
198 Mt 1011
199Mmt 10:8
20| K 9:1-2
1Mk 16:18
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ATherKitnlge wi |l say to those on his right,
Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the

world. For | é was s i‘%"Fherahe dill spyotaithosemm k e d  a f
hi s | e fftom me) e wha are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the

devi | and his angel s. For | "Meyslsoévillsi ck éyo
answer, 'Lord, when did we see you €é sick

you the truth, watever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for
me.' Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal

i % . o

That Jesus spent his ministry helping the sick is vital to understand the emphasis he places on
such activity.

AThen they br opogpdsded rhan who avas dliedhaadmute, and Jesus
healed him, so that he could both talk an
AWhen Jesus | anded and saw a | arge crowd,

heir®si ck.

—+

AGr eat cametowichdringing the lame, the blind, the crippled, the mute and

many others, and laid theé®™ at his feet; a
iThe blind and the |l ame came t8 him at t h
Aand Jesus heal ed ma nhealshdoovelod chanydemansy us d i
but he would not |l et the demo®s speak bec
AThey drove out many demons and anointed
t hef. o

202\t 25:36

203\t 25:43-46

204 Mt 12:22

205\t 14:14

206\t 15:30

207\t 21:14

208 \1k1:34

209\Mk 6:13
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Awho had come to hear hi m antoudledbyew heal e
ts ®Were cured. o

sSpi ri

Aand the people all tried to touch him, b
healing hem all .o

Abut the crowds | earned about it and fo

[ 1
them about the kingdom of God, @n& al ed t hose whD needed he

iJesus went

t h
news of t he ki

hout Galilee, teaching
m, and healing *Yvery d

g C a me ,-possaessed wekedught tavlenn, and lbee mo n
e spirits wrfth a word and hea

wa saying this, a ruler came a
i e ut ¢

s a
d. B ome and Put your hand

A J e s u s rowgle all the towms and villages, teaching in their synagogues,
preaching the good news of the kifgdom an

and he heal édf8 all their sick.o

1]

AWhen Jesus | anded and saw a | argled cr owd,
their®®sick. o

St

And when the men of that place re
urrounding country. Peo®l e brough

(7]

210 k 6:18
21k 6:19
22 ko911
23\t 4:23
214\t 8:16
25Mmt 9:18
28\t 9:35
2T Mt 12:15
28\t 14:14
29\t 14:35
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Afand begged
himwere ha | e*® . o
AThat evening

posseXdsed. o

hi

m t o |

after

AFor

hi rffd .

AHe could not do any
heal #**hem. o

AThey drove out many
t hedt. o

AThey ran throughout

they heard he wa€>

nANd

et the sick just

sunset t he

peopl

mi r a cféwesisk peéopleanck |,

demons and anoi

t hat whol e regi

w h e r edvingorvillabes, towres nricountrysidehey placed the sick in

touc

e bro

theakdhmardy, so that those with diseases were pushing forward to touch

e XcCe

nt ed

on an

the marketplaces. They begged him to let them touch even the edge of his cloak, and

al | wh o

AfnWhen the sun
s ckness, and

e news
be

220\t 14:36

21 Mk 1:32
222 Mk 3:10
223k 6:5
224 Mk 6:13
225 \k 6:55
226 Mk 6:56
227 k 4:40
28| k 5:15
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Again,

Il t 6

AfOne day as he was teachi ngvhoh&dctameirganees an
every village of Galilee and from Judea and Jerusalem, were sitting there. And the
power of the Lord was pPesent for him to

AAt that very time Jesus cured many who h
andgavesigt t o many wflo were blind. o

Aand a great crowd of people foll owed hin
had performéld on the sick. o

on the requirements for eternal life, Christ gave this parable,

AOnNn one occasiontaomdexpettd testhdebaw.s o1
Owhat must | do to inherit eternal i fe?d
60How do you read it?6 He answered: OLove
with all your soul and with all your strengghn d wi t h al |l your mind?d
nei ghbor as yourself.®d O0You have answer ed
wi | | |l ive. 6 O6But he wanted to justify hin
neighbor?6 I n reply gdew freen Jerusaledhto Jerigho,man wa
when he fell into the hands of robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and

went away, leaving him half dead. A priest happened to be going down the same

road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on thesatbeGo too, a Levite,

when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. But a

Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took

pity on him. He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil andiuere.

he put the man on his own donkey, took him to an inn and took care of him. The next

day he took out two silver coins[e] and g
he said, o6and when | return, I wi || rei mb

have. 8 O0Which of these three do you think
hands of robbers?6 The expert in the | aw
Jesus told him, ®Go and do |ikewise. 80

s wi del y upoltoalrewngbcalstanhohhaedl theossickras Christ uggd even

though he promised.s8he ascended into heaven for the final time, the power would remain with
those who believe;

2291 k5:17
B0k 7:21
Bn 6:2

22| k 10 25:37
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AHe said to them, 0Go into all the world
Wheever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be
condemnedAnd these signs will accompany those who believay name they will

drive out demons; they will speak in new tongues; they will pick up snakes with their
hands;and when they drink deadly poison, it will not hurt them at all; they will place
their hands on sick people, and they wil/
them, he was taken up into heaven and he sat at the right hand of God. Then the

discigdes went out and preached everywhere, and the Lord worked with them and
confirmed his word by %he signs that acco

One has to ask why the obvious miracles that abounded in early Christendom no longer exist.
Did the Christian God abandon mamdt?

AWhen they came to the crowd, a %boadn appr o
h a

have mercy on my son, & he said. OHe S
falls into the fire or into the water. | brought him to your disciples, but theld ¢t

heal him. & 60 unbelieving and perverse (e
stay with you? How | ong shall |l put up wi
rebuked the demon, and it came out of the boy, and he was healed from that moment.
Then the disciples came to Jesus in priva
He replied, O6Because you have so |little f
small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, 'Move from herect@titer

it will move. Nothing will be impossible

Christ further coupled faith to his miracles.

AJesus said to him, o6l will go and heal h
deserve to have you come under my roof. But just say the vmordyayaservant will
be he®®l edo.

0Then Jesus said to the centurion, 0Go! I
And his servant was®**healed at that very h
AShe said to herself, 61 f | only dawmuch hi
her. O0Take heart, daughter, 6 he said, "yo
healed from®that moment. d

23 Mk 16:15-20

24 Mt 17:1420

25\t 8:7-8

oMt 8:13

62

David VanLandinghamfiPoliticians Veto their Gaodl



Hear
e a 2§8

o0
(@ ]

AfThen the woman,

g this, Jesus s

a

id to

Jairu

S , 6Do

S goaimnatiged, cama tremislihgeanddedbat | d n
his feet. In the presence of all the people, she told why she had touched him and how

she had been instantly
you. Go n peaced. o
g

your suffering. 60

AiThat is why | di
and my servan?® wi

Then Jesu
er daught

o0 N

~

AFor this people's

d not
[ 1 be

S answered,
er was

h e 4&?|

heal e

even
heal e

d.

The

consi d

d.

0

n he s

He s ai d ughter, yow faith has Bealed you. Go in peace and be freed from

er mys

YWioregaest is granbed.” Amch v e g
t hat

from

heart has

hea

very h

become call
they have closed their eyes. Otherwise they might see with their eyes, hear with their

¢ s

and

turn,

iamimeldi aaely he

earsunder stand with their
0Go," said Jeshsakd dgypaud
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These passages bring us to perhaps the most interesting conceptistussion.

First, we must be assured that this concept of belief is within context and is consistent with
Christbds gener al message.
is exactly the same point reiterated numerousdiconcerning the practice of prayer which we

will cover in the chapter on hypocrisy. Christ promised that all prayers will be answered as they

The number

of pas

BTMt 9:21-22

28| k 8:50

239 k 8:47-48

20 Mk 5:34

2 k77

242\t 15:28

23 Mt 13:15

24Mk 10:52  Luke 18:42
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are submitted. Just like the mountain mentioned above, if you have sufficient belief, your prayers
will be answeed. It is the same concept for healing, the only criterion is belief.

So the concept we face is the question of whether Christ was telling the truth when he made his
promises? |1tdés your decision; ChriveffThesai d hi
political evangelicalseannot cure the sick. Was God wrong or doptbiitical evangelicalsack

sufficient belief? As Christians believe that their God is all powerful, it cannot be a question of
Goddés ability to do as he promi sed.

Christintrodiced t he concept of r eTheaetisine domnmngandmént hi s ¢
great er t*1Samecommandments@re more important that others. We see this also in

the identification of those commandments relating to obtaining eternal life, obvibasby are

the important concerns. The question of the importance of healing the sick is a noteworthy
inconsistency in the philosophy of Christ and the philosophy gfdhigcal evangelicalsBased

on the emphasis given by Christ in the gospels, it appe#es an essential act of love falling

under the purview of the greatest commandments.

Thepolitical evangelicalgannot cure the sick. However, they could compensate somewhat for

that failure by making the issue a significant part of their agendae T$ap issue in the gospels

that received as much emphasis as healing, it is a prime requirement for eternal life, it was a
mandate when Christ sent out his disciples, and the gospels describe Christ healing the sick more
than any other activity. Itshall r ecei ve t he same emphasis fro
would seem a proper testmdlitical evangelicalsredibility is their emphasis on healing.

Six thousand Africans die daily from AIDS, making it the worst infectious disease calamity since
thePlague of the Middle Ages. More persons will die of AIDS in Africa over the next decade
than have died from all the worl doés wars of
nothing more harmful than enter the wodld12.1 million African children hae been orphaned

by AIDS. For them the tragedy is only beginning, since many have or are likely to contract the
disease. World wide it is estimated that there are 39 million people living with HIV/AIDS,

almost 5 million were newly infected in 2004 and 3.fliom, including one half a million

children, died of AIDS in 2004l heannual world spending to fight AIDS amounts to three days

of military expenditures.

International consenstimds thefollowing necessaryo turn the tide are massive responses at
the national and international level:

e People need to challenge the myths and misconceptions about human sexuality that
translate into dangerous sexual practices.

245 Mt 22:36, Mk 12:3031
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e Work and legislation is needed to reduce prejudice felt by HIV+ people around the world
and thediscrimination that prevents people from "coming out" as being HIV positive.

o HIV prevention initiatives need to be increased, people across the world need to be made
aware of the dangers, the risks, and the ways they can protect themselves.

« Condom promtion and supply needs to be increased, and the appropriate sexual health
education needs to be provided to young people before they reach an age where they
become sexually active.

e Medication and support needs to be provided to people who are alreadyddliftat
they can live longer and more productive lives, support their families, and avoid
transmitting the virus onwards.

e Support and care needs to be provided for those children who have already been
orphaned by AIDS, so that they can grow up safelthaut experiencing poverty,
exploitation, and themselves falling prey to HIV.

The position taken by the majority of qoolitical evangelicalss that they have a higher priority

than the prevention and cure of the disease. They are curtailing onaradgheffect ways of
addressing the disease due to a fear that the method will promote sexual promiscuity. Now, no
one will argue that sexual promiscuity can be a bad thing, and even part of the problem.
However, as we ar e diesualprensiscuitygwashiardly os thédtgpofpr i or
his list of evils. We will detail Christ specific guidance on sexual issues as compared to his
emphasis on curing the sick, but first a look at howpttigical evangelicalsreat the issue of

HIV/AIDS.

Nationsand organizations that include sexual education and the use of condoms as part of their
arsenal against the pandemic are punished financially and degraded as immoral. Those nations
and organizations who promote abstinence only programs are financiadigdezlv A recent

study has shown that young people who take one gddligcal evangelicalpromoted and

funded 6éabstinence pledgesd are just as |ike
di seases as -mnhohbecese thel tavedonymsdxual partners, but because they

are more ignorant about the risks of infection. Neverthelespoliteeal evangelical@approach

is being allowed to dictate the practicalities of AIDS education in America and foreign aid for

the pandemic in impovehgd nations.

Abstinence is a cultural, social, religious preference. It is not universally recognized as a virtue
and noncompliance does not violate any significant or enforceable law within the US or most

other advanced country. Unlike murder, rapef the, assaul t, etc, violat
Within the American jurisprudence system, sexual matters between two consulting adults such as
abstinenceor t he | ack there of, i's considered not
involved. From&€ hr i sti an standpoint, abstinence, ofr
precluding feternal |l i feo, it is not mandat e
Commandments. Therefore, to conclude that it
sexually transmitted diseases has no basis in logic. Advocates claim that it is guaranteed to work
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and while on the surface it may be apparent that not having sex will result in no sexually
transmitted di seases it |dseadescan e gansfesrednvithbue .
technically having sex. AIDS can be transmitted through kisEimgth partners have open

sores in their mouths, and kissing is not considered by all but the most prudish as sex. Even

N

within our Ameruitchanc uil Qhurries t ioamd yscex 1 snét c

STD. It is even more complex an issue than
leadership because their message is insufficiently motivating to actually result in abstinence.
Taking of the pledge is simple and can even be socially and spiritually rewarding but pledging is
significantly different from abstaining. Studies show that those who take the pledge have an
equal or higher rate of STD than those who do not practice abstinecaese those who take

the fAipledgeo do not . .rApparanilytheyéralngrepdrad to haveosafe h a t
seXx since the concept and any discussion of
because it would require them to admitthdt e per suasi veneseffeciovd t heli

With abstinence in the AIDS fight we have the concept of the relativity of two values. | will not
say the relativity of two commandments as healing the sick was mandated by Christ, abstinence
wasnotlt seems rather foolish to &ecsorkde,h gueestsd
abstinence comes under the purview of HAsexu
comparison one step further; condom usage is condemned because it may aesuitriease in
permissiveness. So, we are comparing the absolute mandate of curing the sick to a possible
increase in permissiveness. One would think that if condom usage gave a mixed message the
proper action would be for the Christian leadership toamb their followers that

permissiveness is not ok, that condoms, while available and essential for some, will not be
necessary for Christians because they will abstain. The problem with that approach is the
guestion as to the creditability of the Chastleadership, especially tpelitical evangelicals

Do they have the moral persuasiveness or authority to actually get their followers to abstain?

Next, some of theolitical evangelicalare actually misrepresenting the effectiveness of the use

of condoms. How is bending the truth conceivable when Christ considered honesty of major
import in the Christian philosophy, one of the commandments concerning eternal life? That issue
will be covered in a subsequent chaptEne Vatican says "safer sex is.a dangerous and

immoral policy based on the deluded theory that the condom can provide adequate protection
against AI DS6" The Pope and the head of the
claim - which has been proven to be wrortpat spem and the AIDS virus can pass through

latex condoms.

A recently released congressional study reports that millions of American children are taught
false, misleading, or distorted information in federally funded programs focusing on abstinence
to preventeen pregnancy and sexually transmitted disease.

Political evangelicalare leading a charge to undermine sex education in America where such
discussion is increasingly focusing more on morality and less on physicalliowwEducation
about the dangerd HIV is lost, as young people are told that sex before marriage is sinful, that
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condoms donodot work, and t
President Bushdés budget a
health education programs.

hat they should pr a
| I ows a-oflylsé&8al mi | | i o

According to HumahuROgtt B-alvbydbDhpfiddgBams ar e
Ugandads successful f i g kohlypeogrars demytyouHdpsaopld |l DS .
information about any method of HIVerention other than sexual abstinence until marriage.
The8page report, fiThe Less T-0myHIVKRIDS Arogrammshre Be't
Uganda, 0 documents the recent removal of cri
curricula, includingnformation about condoms, safer sex and the risks of HIV in marriage.

Draft secondarnschool materials state falsely that latex condoms have microscopic pores that

can be permeated by HIV, and that-pt@e r i t al sex is a formsof Ade
sponsored by the U.S. government spread similar falsehoods.

AThese adrmsltyy npernacger ams | eave Ugandabds chil dre
a researcher with Human Rights Watchos HI V/A
A A b erica nmessages should complement otherptB¥ention strategies, not undermine

t hem. o

A draft AAbstinence and Being Faithful (AB) o
AIDS Commission cautions that providing information about condoms alangbgtinence can

be Aconfusingd to youth. Teachers told Human
U.S. contractors not to discuss condoms i n s
President Museveni has publicly condemned condanisagpropriate for Ugandans, leading

some AIDS educators to stop talking about them.

Uganda faces a nationwide condom shortage due to new government restrictions on condom
imports. In late 2004, the Health Ministry recalled batches of imported conddeggedly due

to failed quality control tests. Instead of addressing the shortage, some ministers suggested that
Ugandans adopt abstinence as a preferablegfévention strategy.

AUganda is gradually removing ¢thecomsequesceds r om |
could be fatal, o6 said Tony Tat e, a researche
Di vi si on andautthheo rr.e pfioretléasyicnog sex i s surely

Ugandans, but youth have a right to know that there are effleetive means of HIV
prevention. o

The U.S. government has already budgeigaroximately 8 million in 20050n abstinencenly
programs in Uganda as part of President Geor
Youth Forum, headed by Ugandandgtitady Janet Museveni, a vocal proponent of abstinence

only, has received U.S. funding under the plan. The First Lady has lashed out against groups that
teach young people about condoms and call ed
abstinencegenda. The Virginldb ased Chi Il drendés AI DS Fund, an
Janet Museveni, was recently approved for a major absthwetiggrant, despite having been
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deemed finot suitable for fundi ngdernbtipnala t ec hn
Development.

AAbstiomdryceorograms are a triumph of ideol og)
AAmeri cans shouidpd edemamnaodnt patogHlavhs wor | dwi de
Uganda gained a reputation in the 1990s for its-legkl leadership against HIV/AIDS and

acceptance of sexually candid Hpyevention messages. But public health experts and Ugandan
AIDS organizations fear that the shift toward abstinemdg programs will reverse this success.
Abstinence programs have beeedisince 1981 in the United States, where they have proven in
numerous independent studies to be ineffective and potentially h&ffhful.

Thepolitical evangelicalgontend that sexual education and the use of condoms promotes
promiscuity. That they have tiproven this theory means that lives are not being saved on the
possibility, and just the possibility, that the lifesaving methodology may cause promiscuity. The
priority is the possible prevention of promiscuity, not the curing of the disease.

Howdidpr omi scuity stack up in Christés priorit
reduction in promiscuity out weighs the saving of lives and curing the sick?

Christbés overall take on sexual mo r dbltiont y i s
on adulteryChrist teachings consist, in its entirety, of

AFor from within, out of men's hearts, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft,
murder, adultery, greed, malice, deceit, lewdness, envy, slander, arrogance and
fol?f'y. o

And that 5 about it. You even have to make an assumption that part of the definition of the
above terms is sexual promiscuity among consenting unmarried adults. It is also important to
note that when Christ was asked to detail the requirements for eternal lifst, éxsluded

sexual immorality*® which apparently is not enough to hinder the access to eternal life.

Adultery involves sexual morality but will be excluded from this analysis for two reasons:
1. itis primarily a sin of betrayal of the marriage relatigpsh
2.1t is rarely one of the 0 pditcalevdngehtals al i t

Human Ri ghts WOl ProgfamstHiack AIDS Bucaess Story, USponsored HIV strategy
Threatens Yout ho ()hipritveang/enghsh/docsi2003/@B/30/ugahdaB0380.htm

24T Mt 15:19, Mk 7:21

248 Mt 19:19, Mk 10:19, Lk 18:20
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To put the whole situation inteepspective, we have a mandate for the Christian leadership to

cure the sick, specific warning that to fail to care for the sitlk@sult in damnation while the

opposite will result in salvation, multiple commands to heal the sick, a life spent by Christ

himself curing the sick and one sentemdgch includeghe words sexual morality, and the

political evangelicalgonclude thathe chance that someone would slide into promiscuity
justifies a complete disregard for a very si
justifies misrepresentation of the truth in the presentation their viewpoint. Aseptbidical
evangelicalscredible Christian leaders?

Anot her A c h o ipoligcal evarmalicalilselectingiCaristian priorities is their
campaign to suppress the use of legal medical marijuana used to relieve the suffering from the
effects of various diseas@nd chemo therapy. Thelitical evangelicalsiews marijuana as an

illicit drug and projects that legalizing it in any manner will do harm to the war on drugs. It does
not explain why marijuana is different from legalized opium derivatives like morptireh

have immense benefit but are far more destructive if misused. This relatively minor issue is
further proof that th@olitical evangelical$ind different priorities than their God.

Christ said:
, ODepart from me, vy onalfivelpreparadfa thedevils ed, i n
and his angel s. For | was "Téeyalsowik éyou di d
answer, 'Lord, when did we see you €& sick

you the truth, whatever you did not do for one of the lefgtese, you did not do for
me.' Then they will g9 away to eternal pu

AWhatever you did not do for one of the |

Almost three times as many people, most of them in tropical countries of the Third Wed, di
preventable, curable diseases as die of AIDS. Malaria, tuberculosis, acutedspieatory
infections-in 1998, these claimed 6.1 million lives. Three million children currently die annually
from vaccine preventable diseases.

About a million childen die from measles each year even though effective immunization, which
includes vaccine and safe injection equipment, costs just $0.26 and has been available for more
than 30 years.

299 Mt 25:43-46
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Thirty million of the 130 millionchildren born every year are not reeg basic immunization.

The United Nations Children's Fund has estimated the additional monies needed to immunize
every child in the developing world at $2.808 billion annually. In remarks to the World Bank on
November 20, 2003, Dr. Peter Piot, the extee director of UNAIDS, spoke of the need for "a
minimum $10 billion needed annually to mount an effective, comprehensive response in low

and middleincome countries.” In reporting to the UN General Assembly in September, 2003, on
the proceedings of tHagh-level interactive panel on HIV/AIDS, SecretaBeneral Kofi Annan

al so spoke of the "$10 billion required annu
Food and Agriculture Organization (FAQ) in its The State of Food Insecurity in the W@3d 20
estimates that over 800 million people worldwide are hungry and undernourished. The FAO has
also stated that an annual increase of $24 billion intamger efforts would reduce world

hunger by half (to 400 million people) by 201 o put those numbensto perspective$204.6

billion will be spent on the war in Iraq by the end of fiscal year 2005 (these are incremental
costs, for example, they exclude military bu
month.

The estimated total number of peefiving in the US with a viral STD is over 65 million. Every
year, there are approximately 15 million new cases of STDs, some of which are curable. About
half of all new STDs in 2000 occurred among youth ages 15 to 24. Each year, one in four teens
contrads an STD. One in two sexually active persons will contact an STD by age 25. Less than
onethird are routinely screened for STDs.

A Third of the people born in 2000 and more than half of Hispanic women will develop diabetes.
Studies show that modest weidbss and exercise can ward off the disease

Between 16 and 33 percent of American children and adolescents are obese. Obesity is among
the easiest medical conditions to recognize but most difficult to treat. Unhealthy weight gain due
to poor diet and Ik of exercise is responsible for over 300,000 deaths each year. Risks and
increased risk of heart disease, high blood pressure, diabetes, breathing problems, trouble
sleeping. Child and adolescent obesity is also associated with increased risk of émotiona
problems. Teens with weight problems tend to have much loweesielém and be less popular

with their peers. Depression, anxiety, and obsessive compulsive disorder can also occur.

The two psychiatric eating disorders, anorexia nervosa and bulimian #ne increase among
teenage girls and young women and often run in families. In the United States, as many as 10 in
100 young women suffer from an eating disorder.

An estimated 4.5 million Americans haande Al zh
nearly half of those over 85 will have the disease. This number has more than doubled since
1980 and by 2050 could range from 11.3 million to 16 million.
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The Census Bureau says that 45 million Americans lacked health insurance in 2003, up by 1.4
million from 2002 and by 5.2 million from 2000. The National Academy of Sciences estimates
that 18,000 adults die each year because they are uninsured and cannot get proper care. The
number of uninsured may rise further as states like Tennessee and Mispewittosoaring

health costs by ending Medicaid coverage for tens of thousands-ofdome people, a 13%
increase from 2000 2003.

The American pharmaceutical industry has potent drugs effective against certain types of rare
forms of cancer. They aleing pulled off the market because they will not produce sufficient
profit. Many define America as a Christian culture. Denying children drugs that will cure their
cancer just because there is insufficient profit proves otherwise.

Nothing in the gospslis as extensively covered as care for the sick. It is a critical issue in
Christoés phil o pottipaheyangeledl$i c arue sfeornt htehe si cko.
comparatively devote little time or effort the issue, and they have demonstrated thavdey h

much more serious concerns. What credibility as Christian leaders dgesitical evangelicals

have when they determine that their issues a
priorities, their choices, are of higher value tham Chs t 6 s ?

The prime commandment says

iLove your neighbereassyoorsemmanrdment gr

Most people would go to every extreme to cure themselves of a sickness. Perhaps even more
would go to every extreme to heal a loved.dleney would not be an object; possibly even la
would not stand in the way for manytlife need is desperaadyour child was at mortal risk. |

do not see another way to interpret the great commandment than as a requirement to treat
everyone (your neftpor) as you would want to be treated or as you would want your spouse or
child be treated. Christ defined this as the greatest commandment. He cleadyhpkoey as

the highest of the acts of love under this commandment. How therefore qaniiticel
evangelicalplacetheir own agenda armther commandmentsgher then this one?

20\t 22:36, Mk 12:3031
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Rich vs Poor
Chapter 5

There is a tendency among {haitical evangelicalso condemn certain lifestyles but rarely the
two that were condemned by Christ; sedfhteousmaterialistic ministers and the wealthy.

Christodés philosophy and | ife demonstrates th
commitment,

ALove the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your
mind and with all your strenit The second is thikove your neighbor as yourself
There is no commandment greater than théde."

Six million children under Slie every year of diseases that can be easily and cheaply treated. 40
million young peoplarestill unable to go to schoahd 300 million Africans lack access to
clean water.

Again, what is necessary for eternal life?

AAs Jesus started on his way, a man ran U
6Good teacher, 6 he asked, O6éwhatounallst | do
me good?06 Jesus andsexcept @d alondfdd &nowwthee i s good
commandments: Do not murder, do not commit adultery, do not steal, do not give

false testimony, do not defraud, honor yo
decl arkdseodbhl have kept since | was a boy.
®ne thing yvyou lack,d6 he said. oO0Gamnd sell
you will have treasure ii heaven. Then co

AThen the Ki ng h®right] ' Comea you who are bdhessedeby royn

Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the
world. For | was hungry and you gave me something to eat, | was thirsty and you

gave me something to drink, | was a strangedt gou invited me irf?l needed

clothes and you clothed meé AThen he wil/
you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. For |

was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, | wiastyhand you gave me nothing to

1Mt 22:36, Mk 12:3031
%2\Mk 10:17-21, Mt 19:1621, Lk 18:1822
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drink, | was a stranger and you did not invite me in, | needed clothes and you did not
cl ot h® me. o

fany of you who does not give VY everythi

That should be sufficient however, he went o

Al't i s easier for a camel to go through t
the kingd®m of God. o

ABut woe to you who are rich, f2r you hav
AWoe to you who are well ®fed now, for you

AINo one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he
will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and
Mo n eXf. o

AThe Pharisees, who |l oved money.,*heard al

A Iybu want to be perfect, go, sell your possessions and give to the poor, and you will
have treasure in heaXen. Then come, follo
AThese were his instructions: 0fodilead, not hi n
no bag, no moARr%y in your belts.d

iBl essed are you who are po®r, for yours

23 Mt 25:3441

254) K 14:2533
25Mt 19:24

6| k 6:24

571 k 6:25

28 Mt 6:24 Lk 16:13
291k 16:14

260\Mt 19:21

%1 Mk 6:8, Lk9:3
22) k 6:20
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AThe one who received the seed that fell
word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke it, making it
unfru®tful .o

i C oideshow the lilies grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet | tell you, not even
Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. If that is how God clothes
the grass of the field, which is here today, and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, how
muchmore will he clothe you, O you of little faith! And do not set your heart on what
you will eat or drink; do not worry about it. For the pagan world runs after all such
things, and your Father knows that you need them. But seek his kingdom, and these
thingswill be given to you as well. Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has
been pleased to give you the kingd&mil your possessions and give to the poor
Provide purses for yourselves that will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that will
not beexhausted, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. For where your

treasure is, ther® your heart will be als
AThere was a rich man who was dressed in
every day. At his gate was laid a beggar named dLsza@overed with sores and

|l onging to eat what fell from the rich ma
sores. The time came when the beggar died

side. The rich man also died and was buried. In hell, wher&as in torment, he

looked up and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his side. So he called to him,
OFather Abraham, have pity on me and send
water and cool my tongue, bemmmegied am i n
6Son, remember that in your |ifetime you
received bad things, but now he is comforted here and you are in agony. And besides

all this, between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, so that tlhosanttio

go from here to you cannot, nor can anyon
answered, O6Then | beg you, father, send L
brothers. Let him warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of tormén

Abraham replied, O6They have Moses and the
father Abraham,d he said, O6but i f someone
repent. 6 He said to him, o¢6If they do not
be convinced even if 62 meone rises from t

AThe ground of a certain rich man produc
O0What shal/l |l do? | have no place to st
do. | will tear down my barns andildd bigger ones, and there | will store all my

grain and my goods. And 106l say to mys
many years. Take | ife easy; eat , dri nk

o
i)

e
an

263\t 13:22 Mk 4:19
241 Kk 12: 2734
2651 k 16:19-31
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This very night your life will beeimanded from you. Then who will get what you have

prepared for yourself?d This is how it wi
hi mself but is ®#ot rich toward God. o
ALarge crowds were traveling with Jesus,

comes to me and does not hate his father and mother, his wife and children, his

brothers and sistefsyes, even his own liehe cannot be my disciple. And anyone

who does not carry his cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. Suppose one of

you wants to budl a tower. Will he not first sit down and estimate the cost to see if he

has enough money to complete it? For if he lays the foundation and is not able to
finish it, everyone who sees it wild/l ridi
andwasnothl e to finishdéd. Or suppose a king i
king. Will he not first sit down and consider whether he is able with ten thousand men

to oppose the one coming against him with twenty thousand? If he is not able, he will
send a delgation while the other is still a long way off and will ask for terms of

peaceln the same way, any of you who does not give up everything he has cannot be

my di %iple.bo

Is it ok to personally make money from Church related activities?

Tit

iJes us hetempéerareadandidrove out all who were buying and selling there.
He overturned the tables of the money changers and the benches of those selling

dov é&% . o

Aln the temple courts he found men sell in
at tables &changing money. So he made a whip out of cords, and drove all from the

temple area, both sheep and cattle; he scattered the coins of the money changers and
overturned®t heir tables.d

hing is not Christoés r ecomnmeeasdre@hrisheasur e

demandedid put i n davér wthiei g Uisell averything/yeu have and give to

t he

p’bThat sbunds somewhat extreme, but these are not my words, they are the teachings

of the Christian God.

6] k 12:1621

2671 k 14:2533

268\t 21:12, Mk 11:15

29 3n 2:1415

210Mk 12:44

21 Mk 10:17-21, Mt 19:1621, Lk 18:1822.
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Chr
was

NRJesus sat dplaaeawhergtipemfferingsevere putand watched the

crowd putting their money into the temple treasury. Many rich people threw in large
amounts. But a poor widow came and put in two very small copper coins, worth only

a fraction of a penny. Calling his diples to him, Jesus said, "I tell you the truth, this

poor widow has put more into the treasury than all the others. They all gave out of

their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, putineverythiagg | she h&d to | i

AThen t he L oNaothenayouwPhariseesttleamthe outside of the cup

and dish, but inside you are full of greed and wickedness. You foolish people! Did not
the one who made the outside make the inside also? But give what is inside the dish to
the poor, and everything witle clean for you. Woe to you Pharisees, because you

give God a tenth of your mint, rue and all other kinds of garden herbs, but you

neglect justice and the love of God. You should have practiced the latter without
leaving the former undone. But give wisinside the dish to the poor, and
everything wil?® be clean for you.?d

fTo some who were confident of their own

el se, Jesus told this parable: O6two men w
the othera tax collector. The Pharisee stood up and prayed dboutms e | f : 6 Go d,
you that | am not like other mérrobbers, evildoers, adultereisor even like this tax
collector. | fast twice a week and giag¢enth ofalllgeb " But t h estobdaatx c o |
a distance. He would not even |l ook up to
mercy on me, a sinner.o6 "I tell you that
justified before God. For everyone who exalts himself will be humblddyeawho

humbles himsel?® will be exalted. o

i stdéds philosophy was

hat onebds talent s,
0s

t
a gift and not of one own doi ng:

AAgain, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his senanrds

entrusted his property to them. To one he gave five talents of money, to another two
talents, and to another one talent, each according to his ability. Then he went on his
journey. The man who had received the five talents went at once and put éjstmon
work and gained five more. So also, the one with the two talents gained two more. But
the man who had received the one talent went off, dug a hole in the ground and hid

his masterdéds money. After a |l ong time the
settled accounts with them. The man who had received the five talents brought the

ot her five. OMaster, 6 he said, o6you entru
five more. 6 His master replied, oWell don

212\k 12:4244
213 k 11:3941
2741 uke 18:914
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faithful with a few things; | will put you in charge of many things. Come and share
your mastero6s happiness! 6 The man with th

6you entrusted me with two talents; see,
0 Wiedbne, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; | will
put you in charge of many things. Come an

t he man who had received the one talent ¢
a hardman, harvesting where you have not sown and gathering where you have not
scattered seed. So | was afraid and went out and hid your talent in the ground. See,
here i s what belongs to you.d6 His master
knew that | larvest where | have not sown and gather where | have not scattered

seed? Well then, you should have put my money on deposit with the bankers, so that
when | returned | would have received it back with inted@stke the talent from him

and give it to th@ne who has the ten talents. For everyone who has will be given

more, and he will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what he has will

be taken from him. And throw that worthless servant outside, into the darkness, where
there will be weepingah gnashi ng of teeth. 60

AWho then is the faithful and wise manage
servants to give them their food allowance at the proper time? It will be good for that
servant whom the master finds doing so when he returnsybtethe truth, he will

put him in charge of alll his possessions.
master is taking a long time in coming, 0
and maidservants and to eat and drink and get drunk. Theenafghat servant will

come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour he is not aware of. He

will cut him to pieces and assign him a place with the unbelievers. That servant who
knows his mastero6s will and hidrasterwanist get
will be beaten with many blows. But the one who does not know and does things

deserving punishment will be beaten with few blows. From everyone who has been

given much, much will be demanded; and from the one who has been entrusted with
mich, much mor?® will be asked. o

It follows that giving to the poor is a duty, not something for which recognition would be
expected, for the wealthy it is simply returning ones talents to the source:

ASo when you give t o t heumpetsesthiehypdcdtesnot an
do in the synagogues and on the streets, to be honored by men. | tell you the truth,

they have received their reward in full. But when you give to the needy, do not let

your left hand know what your right hand is doing, sd flwar giving may be in

secret. Then your Father, who s?%es what i

215 Mt 25:1430
278 k 12:4248
21T Mt 6:1-4
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Thepolitical evangelicalgive to the poor and they advocate charity. Many have formed
organizations that are doing a lot of charity work. The questiare they performing as Christ

would ask? How many of them live very comfortable or even wealthy life styles? How many are
enriching themselves from Church related activities? Christian truth be told, the standard of
Agiving to thenpaderfd neas byledthingyuHavwe dénGgive s el |

to th®fApbeyoal | gave o u toutoffher polieeyiputin everghing h; b u
allshehadtolivear’®That is Christés standard. A true
everything to the poor, retaining only that sufficient to live a life of sustenance. After all,
ALooking at his disciples, he said: 6Bl essed
Go d?®6 o

A report recently surfaced that the most prominent poliggahgelical in the US Senate raised

$4.4 million dollars to fight AIDS. He collected all of this from only 18 organizations many of
which had current business before congress.
included two payments totalir$456,125 in the form of consulting fees to firms ran by his

longtime political fundraiser and the wife of a fellow sengamid other payments to the law firm

of his accountantodos wife and the wife of ano
suppaedly went to charitable AIDS causes a good percentage went to charities similar to the
organization in question in that they are ran by other senators.

Here is antherexample. Recently there was an article describing an execuiiMdeslth Care

Compan vy . Hi s wife was referred t desaigionsirack dee v ou't
as incredulous. Describing their opulent life style the article stated that she would use the
company helicopter to take her from their plush estate to an exclusippisf center where she

made her purchases. This woman, who lived a life style condemned by Christ, stole from a
company who made money from the sick. Poor sick people struggling to make ends meet and
finance their medical helicepdes ridgs aa sde cdulol make Hern s w oo
extravagant acquisitions. She was described as devoutly religious, because that is how corrupt
Christian religious thinking has become. They give a relatively few bucks to the church and are
held out as shining exangd of the devoutly religious.

Among the most famous of tipelitical evangelicalsrre several ministers who are described as
televangelists. They have amassed vast fortunes and live magnificent lifestyles. Their money
comes from the donations of the peadro are told that as a part of what is required for their
salvation they must give to charity, and that charity is handled by the church. While some of the
money actually is for good works, a significant portion is to enrich the televangelist.

Many saythat any redistribution of wealth is socialistic and would result in the disincentive to
hard work. As to the first comment, there is

218 Mk 10:19, Mt 19:17, Lk 20:47
29Mk 12:41-44, Lk 21:14
280 k 6:20
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what you will, but it remains the Christian philosophy. You might teadActs of the Apostles

to determine how Christodés first disciples wun
and shared everything. Calling this socialis
for a redistribution of wealth. Howevehe difference between a Christian society and a

socialistic society is self determination. To function properly, Christianity requires free will, not
coercion.

|l s Christés philosophy a disincentive to har
that Christ requires everyone to produce to the maximum extent of their talent. The incentive is
the Christian phil os op hKkromegeryonk who has lbeenagivenr e wa r
much, much will be demanded; and from the one who has been entwithtetlich, much more

will bé& asked. o

We have have discussed how much one should give to the poor, and the tithing concept. It would
seem that the answer would be as long there are neighbors who are hungry or poor, Christians
have not fulfilled our duty.

AThey also will answer, o6Lord, when did w
or needing clothes or sick or in prison,
you the truth, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you didfaot do
me. 6 Then they will go away to eternal p u
i f%% . o

How does America progress on i mplemeting Chr

e Every single day, 30,000 children die, needlessly, of extreme povertyisTdar
10,000,000 per year

e 3 billion people, almost orkalf of the world's population, live on less than $2 a day
e 1.2 billion people live in extreme poverty, on less than $1 a day.

e 30,000 children under 5 die every day from preventable and treataldeyrelated
illnesses.

e nearly 1 in 6 Canadian children and more than 1 in 6 U.S. children live below the poverty
level.

e The number of Americans who fell into poverty rose 1.1 million in 2004 to 37 million. It
was the fourth straight increase. Of theslose to a third were children.

1) k 1248
22\t 25:4446
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e The world's richest 500 individuals have the same income as the world's poorest 416
million people The richest 5 percent receive 114 times the income of the poorest 5
percent.

e The U.S. and other rich countriareunwilling to provide a total of $7 billion annually
for the next decade to provide 2.6 billion people with access to clean drinking water. That
investment would save 4,000 lives a day, and the cost is less than Europeans spend on
perfume- or than Americans spe on cosmetic surgery

e Housing prices are far outstripping salary increases for o moderaténcome jobs,
putting the American dream of owning a home beyond the reach of teachers, firefighters
and other community workers most Americarcities.

e 63% of all US pension plans lack sufficient funds to meet their obligations to their
workers. In 1986 114,100 US companies had traditional pension plans, in 2002 there
were only 32,000 left and these were in the worst financial shape for more than a decade.

o Families account for 38% of America's homeless. Each night across America more than
one million children have no place to call home. According to the Ford Foundation,
nearly fifty percent of all homeless women and children are fleeing domestic violence.

e Atleast 2.3 million adults and children, or nearly 1 percent of the U.S. popukatéon
likely to experience a spell of homelessness at least once during the year. This likelihood
grows to 6.3 percent if one considers only people living in poverty Thestifates that
nearly 200,000 veterans are homeless on any given night. And moteathamillion
experience homelessness over the course of a year.

e Chronic hunger affects 852 million people world wide. Malnutrition kills 5 million
children every year.

e The U.S. currently provides only .016 of its national income to overall foreign aid.
Compartively, that is the lowest percentagehe all the world's leading industrialized,
democratic nations known as the Group of Eight (G8).

Where are oupolitical evangelicalsand their campaign for American Christian morality? What
possible issues are more important that Chri

The greatest commandment requires that Christians treat everyone as they themselves would be
treated. How many dhe political evangelicalsor any of the wealthy, would think it right to
voluntaruly agree to live in abject poverty while their neighbor lives in luxery? Would they want
poverty for themselves? If not then how are thay treating their neghbors asotdywant to be
treated?

| cannot end this chapter without a personal comment. Nothing in Christianity is more perverse
than ministers getting rich off of the sacrifices of the poor and the sick. That is the true
abomination.
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The Fight Against Sinners
Chapter 6

Thepolitical evangelical$iold the position that it is their responsibility to purge America of sin.

Christ holds the position that each is responsible for their personal sins.

If theirs was a creditable mission, they would be first fightigginst those sins declared sins by
Christ, with a priority on those Christ identified as preventing access to eternal life. If theirs was an
honest mission they would address sin in the same manner as Christ addressed sin. If theirs was &
missionfreefom hypocrisy, they would |l ead their I
message concerning sin.

fTo some who were confident of t heir own

el se, Jesus told this par atay, eneaRharigee anthen w
the other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood up and prayed hbouns el f : 06 Go d ,
you that | am not like other mérrobbers, evildoers, adultereisor even like this tax
collector. | fast twice a week and give atenthbfall get . 0 " But t he t e
a distance. He would not even |l ook up to
mercy on me, a sinner.o6 "I tell you that
justified before God. For everyone whats himself will be humbled, and he who
humbles himsel™  will be exalted. o

Was Christ tough on sin? Definitely, but not in the sense portrayed bylitieal evangelicals

Al f anyone causes one of these béhettetfore one
him to have a large millstone hung around his neck and to be drowned in the depths of

the sea. Woe to the world because of the things that cause people to sin! Such things must
come, but woe to the man through whom they come! If your hamainofoot causes you

to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life maimed or crippled

than to have two hands or two feet and be thrown into eternal fire. And if your eye causes
you to sin, gouge it out and throw it away. It ettbr for you to enter life with one eye

than to have two eyes and be thrown into the fire of #all.

Here we see two of Christdés major tenants re
causes someone to sin, especially children. Then Clensanlds that Christians go to extreme
measures to prevent themselves from giving in to temptation. In the middle of this warning Christ

283) uke 18:914
24\t 18:69
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reminds us that sin and temptation Amust con
eradicate the worlddm sin, presumablbecause sin is necessary in order to test ones commitment
and morality.

The same messagefound in Luke which expanded how to treat anyone who sins.

AJesus said to his disciples: O0Thutwaes t ha
to that person through whom they come. It would be better for him to be thrown into the

sea with a millstone tied around his neck than for him to cause one of these little ones to
sin. So watch yourselves. If your brother sins, rebuke him, aed&gdents, forgive him.

If he sins against you seven times in a day, and seven times comes back to you and says,
61 repent, & forgive him.d0

The responsibility for this rebuke is further explained with

"If your brother sins against you, go and show hishfault, just between the two of you.
If he listens to you, you have won your brother over. But if he will not listen, take one or

t wo others along, so that O0every matter n
three witnesses. If he refuses &idn to them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to
|l isten even to the church, treaft® him as vy

Important phrases afes i ns a gandfnjsuts ty obuedt we e nThisvwoeldbea o o f
situation with personalontact between two individuals, as opposed to complete strangers.
Christians are authorized to resolve, in atnanner, personal offences from others, but there is no
mention of taking any sort of action against a complete stranger. Christ saidrista@hhave the
authority to privately rebuke a sinner, then again with one or two witnesses, and then tell the Churc
(one would assume that i f the sinner doesnaot
then the result would be the saagethe sinner is not prone to listen to a foreign church). Once the
church is told, no further action is necessary or authorized other than to treat the other as Christ
demanded Christians treat everyone. Christians are to treat acquaintances thagsimsethem,

but will not listen to the church, as Christians would a Tax Collector. Just how are Christians to tree
tax collectorsorpagang?L ove your nei 4 Howodid Christ treptdaupayere? He . 0
made them part of his ministf, he soalized with thenf®® he was their frierfd®, and he loved

them.

25 k 17:1-4
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That message iIis repeated with Christds commi
message.

Al f anyone wil/l not welcome you or | ister
when you leave that home or town. | tell you the truth, it will be more bearable for Sodom
and Gomorrah on the day #f judgment than

The discipledbs job was to speak to the peopl
authorityended and transferred to the Christian God.

This is one of the most dramatic of the changes between the Old and the New Testament philosop
Under the laws of the Old Testament the Church/State was authorized by their God to judge and
execute offender®r a variety of offences against church/state law. One of the offences for which
stoning to death was authorized was adultery. Christ radically changed that philosophy.

AThe teachers of the | aw and the Pheyri sece
made her stand before the group and said
the act of adultery. In the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do
you say?06 They were using this qguwessmg i on a
him. But Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with his finger. When they
kept on questioning him, he straightened
without sin, | et him be the fi owtandivmtet hr o
on the ground. At this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones
first, until only Jesus was left, with the woman still standing there. Jesus straightened up

and asked her, 6é6Woman, wher a ?dr & Ntohe®y?2 , Ha
said. 6Then neither do | condemn you, 6 Je
sif?60

The lawgivers and the Pharisees had the authority under their God and the Old Testament to exec
this woman. Christ took that authoriyvay from them. He laid specific responsibility on each
individual, a responsibility that shifted away from the adulteress to themselves. Their authority no
longer rested on the guilt of the sinner but on their own innocence from sin.

Can it be that thpolitical evangelicalsvho publicly judge and condemn complete strangers believe
that they are free from sin? There again they fail in their credibility. Jesus said,

21Mt 10:1415
223 8:311
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ino onedeixx epdodsdd al oned.
Consistent with this example, Jesus said,

A D o tjudge, or you too will be judged. For in the same way you judge others, you will

be judged, and with the measure you use, it will be measured to you. Why do you look at
the speck of sawdust in your broth®anodos ey
eye? How can you say to your brother, O6Le
the time there is a plank in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your

own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from yourebmotd s®**ey e . 6

Christ did not commission his followers to eliminate sin, rather, he told this parable,

AThe kingdom of heaven is |Iike a man who
everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among thanghgant

away. When the wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds also appeared. The
owner 6s servants came to him and said, 0
Where then did the weeds come fr eam® 6 0 An
asked him, 6Do you want wus to go and pull
you are pulling the weeds, you may root up the wheat with them. Let both grow together
until the harvest. At that time | will tell the harvesters: First collectviieeds and tie

them in bundles to be burned; théeéfh gather

A Q

~

AThen he |l eft the crowd and went into the
OExplain to us the parabl e ofonewhesowssleds i
the good seed is the Son of Man. The field is the world, and the good seed stands for the
sons of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one, and the enemy who sows
them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the teasva® angels. As the

weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the age. The Son of
Man will send out his angels, and they will weed out of his kingdom everything that

causes sin and all who do evil. They will throw thera the fiery furnace, where there

will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the
kingdom of #®heir Father. 60

In this parable Christians are faced with the decision to keep or remove the weeds (sin and those v
cause sin) Christians are told to leave them alone until the harvest at which time their God will take
care of them. Christ knew that Christians could not tell the good from the bad, and he did not want

2% Mk 10:18, Lk 18:19, Mt 9:17
294 Mt 7:1-5, Lk 6:3741
29 Mt 13:2429
296 Mt 13:3643
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the good eliminated with the bad and so he told thenonm@iot out evil or the causes of evil, which
was for the Christian God alone at the last judgment. The desire dlitieal evangelicalso

Ael i minated sin contradicts tAhlihsi npgasr a bhlaet acsa
siharebound t%d comebo.

Christ taught the difference between duty and choice.

ASuppose one of you had a servant pl owing

the servant when he comes in from the fie
Would henot at her say, OPrepare my supper, get
eat and drink; after that you may eat and
did what he was told to do? So you also, when you have done everything you were told to
do,soul d say, o6we are unworthy s®rvants; w
When one is forced to do good by | aw or <coer
as he is told. He is required to plow the field; it is this duty. He is not domng df his free will.
There is no reward in Christds philosophy fo

own free will. This is consistent with our discussion of prayer and charity. Christ held they are to be
accomplished without any ulier motive, without force or inducement if they are to be of value.

Jesus demanded that Christians forgive the sins of others:

A For forgivemen when they sin against you, your heavenly Father willfaigove
y 0 &0
ABut i f forgivemed their sirs,tyour Father will néargivey our *¥i ns . o

AThen Peter came to Jesus anfdrgivesykbeother 6L or
when he sins againsdiessme® aApsweor sdyvedl tit enle
times, but seventy severi mé®S . 6 0

Aln anger his master turned him over to t
back all he owed. 6This is how my heavenl
forgivey our brother ¥rom your heart. 60

M ka7
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AAnd when vy o ufysuthaddradythipgragainst angosfergive him, so that
your Father in heaven mdgrgiveyou your sins. But if you do nfargive, neither will
your Father who is in heavdorgivey our i ns. o

fiForgiveus our sins, for we alsiorgiveeveryonewhs i ns ag&i nst wus. o

Al'f he sins against you seven times in a
61 r dopgwehti ,mB o
ATherefore, the kingdom of heaven is |I|ike

servants. As he began thetkment, a man who owed him ten thousand talents was

brought to him. Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and
his children and all that he had be sold to repay the debt. The servant fell on his knees
before him. wioBk mat dehe begged, oO6and | wi
servant 6s master took pity on him, cancel
servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii.

He grabbed himand begaot choke him. o6éPay back what vy
His fellow servant fell to his knees and
you back. 6 But he refused. l nstead, he we
he could pay the debt.Wen the other servants saw what had happened, they were

greatly distressed and went and told their master everything that had happened. Then the

master called the servant in. O6You wicked
yours becauseyoubgge d me t o. Shoul dndét you have he
just as | had on you?d I n anger his maste

until he should pay back all he owed. This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of
youunlessyofior gi ve your bro®her from your hear

What exactly does judge, condemn and forgive mean?

ADo not judge, and you wil/ not be judged
condemned. Forgive, And you will be forgi

e
gi
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The current political attack camiga against homosexuals is an exangglthe application of this
commandment by thgolitical evangelicals

MerriamWebster on line dictionary establishes these definitions:

A Judgeto form a negative opinion about

A Condemnto declare tde reprehensible, wrong, or evil usually after weighing evidence and
without reservation

A Forgive: to cease to feel resentment against (an offender)

I n todayds envi r poltioatenangeldtasbstamingramithe tbrmuldtien of a
negatve opinion about homosexuals (judge)? Are tledgaining declaring homosexudts be
reprehensible, wrong, or evil (condemn)? Do they appear to cease to feel resentment about
homosexuals, excuse them (forgive)?

The value of sin

Christians often overlak an important concept introduced by Christ, the value of sin. Not that he
ever said that sin is good, but that conquering sin is the hallmark of the greatest Christians. The
following parables establish the concept that those who have led sinlesbdiveslways done

good, or what they were supposed to do, may have their reward, but that reward will be less than
those who have been lead astray but then conquered sin. There is great value in conquering sin of
your own free will, and it is of higher vire than never having been tested. If sin was eliminated, or

if everyone was forced avoid sin rather than choosing to do so, this concept is invalidated. Of cour:
Christ taught t hat Tkingsthatcausd people tb sinbase bahdiomt&va t e
obviously because he wanted his followers to choose good from evil. He wants to see folks
challenged and sin conquered. He has less respect for those who are left unchallenged.

AOr suppose a woman has ten sotlightalmpc oi ns |
sweep the house and search carefully until she finds it? And when she finds it, she calls
her friends and neighbors together and sa
coin.® I n the same way, | senceeof thhe arygelsuof God h e r e
over one sinner who repentso

Al'f a man owns a hundred sheep, and one o
ninety-nine on the hills and go to look for the one that wandered off? And if he finds it, |

3081 k17:1
3091 k 15:8
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tell you the truthhe is happier about that one sheep than about the rmeégythat did
not wander off. In the same way your Father in heaven is not willing that any of these
little ones™should be |l ost. o

If life is easy, if there are no challenges, where is the meytiuo actions?

"If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? Buaners love those who

love them. And if you do good to those who are good to you, what credit is that to you?
Even Sinners do that. And if you lend to those from whom grpect repayment, what

credit is that to you? Evesihnerslend to sinners' expecting to be repaid in fuBut

love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without expecting to get anything
back. Then your reward will be great, and you wdldons of the Most High, because he

is kind to the ungrateful and wicked. Be

Christ introduced the concept that God alone understands each individual; he is to judge, and
determine their worth, that humans candetermine who is entitled to what reward.

AFor the kingdom of heaven is |ike a | and
hire men to work in his vineyard. He agreed to pay them a denarius for the day and sent
them into his vineyard. About therthhour he went out and saw others standing in the

mar ket pl ace doing nothing. He told them,
wi || pay you whatever is right. &6 So they
the ninth hour and did the santhing. About the eleventh hour he went out and found still

ot hers standing around. He asked them, 06V
doing nothing?6 6Because no one has hired
alsogoandworkinmyivheyard. 6 When evening came, th
his foreman, o6Call the workers and pay th
hired and going on to the first.é The wor
came and each receiveddenarius. So when those came who were hired first, they

expected to receive more. But each one of them also received a denarius. When they
received it, they began to grumbl e agains
|l ast worked ewl gaode bBaond, gouhhave made t
borne the burden of the work and the heat

OFriend, I am not being unfair to you. Di
your pay and go. lwanttogivete man who was hired | ast th
| have the right to do what | want with my own money? Or are you envious because | am
generous? So the last wif4 be first, and

310Mt 18:1014
3111 k 6:32-36
312\t 20:1-16
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Jesus said that he did not come to save the jus

"When the Pharisees saw this, they asked

tax collectors and 'sinners'? On hearing
doctor, but the sick. But gayancadolteararc rwh
For | have not come to3all the righteous

Christ went so far as to say that those who are relatively sin free are less capable of loving God
because they are forgiven little!

AfiNow one of t he Pdhave dimerwith hiin,rsavhe tventdo thee s u s

Phari seeds house and reclined at the tabl

that town | earned that Jesus was eating
jar of perfume, and as she stood imehhim at his feet weeping, she began to wet his feet
with her tears. Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed them and poured perfume on
them. When the Pharisee who had invited
were a prophet, he would knavho is touching him and what kind of woman sBetst

she is a sinner.©®6 Jesus answered him, 60Si

teacher, 6 he said. O0Two men owed money
hundred denarii, and the othéfty. Neither of them had the money to pay him back, so

he canceled the debts of bot h. Now whi ch

suppose the one who had the bigger debt
said. Then heturnedwoar d t he woman and said to Si

came into your house. You did not give me any water for my feet, but she wet my feet with

her tears and wiped them with her hair. You did not give me a kiss, but this woman, from
the time | enter@, has not stopped kissing my feet. You did not put oil on my head, but
she has poured perfume on my feet. Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been
forgiverd for she loved mucHBut he who has been forgiven little loves littl@ T h e n

saidtoher O6Your sins are forgiven.® The ot hei
O0Who is this who even forgives sins?06 Jes

you: gon peacebd

Jesus condemned those who judge the sins of others; he condemned thiagletoviorgive from
their hearts; he forbadny punishment to be melted upon sinners by other sinnecspdemned
the self righteoushe demanded that Christians worry about our own sins; he says that anger,

contempt for others or name calling will sétsn damnation and equates these to the sin of murder.

How does that compare to your perception of the actions gidlitecal evangelicalgoncerning,
letés say, homosexuals?

313Mt 9:11-13, Mk 2:17
3141 k 7:36:50
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Homosexuality.

AYou have heard that it wtanurdes andl anyome t he p
who murders will be subject to judgment. But | tell you that anyone who is angry with his
brother will be subject to judgment. Agai
answerable to the Sanhedroild.0 Bwitl |arbyeon el w
fire of hell .0
ARacao is an Aramaic term of contempt, oddly
should read, fAanyone who holds another in co

Christ is equating havghcontempt for others to murder. Holding contempt for another
apparently will be held as contemptible by the Christian God as murder.

Two things Christ did not do;
1. He did not condemn homosexuals.

2. He did not say, love the sinner, hate the sin. ThisHood e t o Chri st 6s <co
fabricated by someone other than Christ.

If we are to judge the credibility of thglitical evangelicals n t odayd6s current
climate it iIis necessary to underwaandhéhe hnt
in the last election. To do that, we must put it into the Christian perspective. That requires that we
repeat the predominate commandments that must be followed to obtain eternal life he said,

Al f you wantytobhentcemmandmentobed O6Whi ch c
Jesus replied, 6Do not murder, do not <co
testimony, honor your father and®mother,

Homosexuality is not listed assan that would prevent you from obtaining eternal life. Christ
addressed other sins including sexual immorality,

AWhat comes out of a man is what makes hi
hearts, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theftdewradultery, greed, malice,

315Mt 19:18
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deceit, lewdness, envy, slander, arrogance and folly. All these evils come from inside and
make a manr®" unclean. ' d

He did condemradultery but not homosexuality. The political moralists will say that sexual
immorality incluces homosexuality. However, that is their opinion, admittedly supported by Old
Testament passages (not in the Ten Commandme
homosexual ity is as dangerous to anyhaveat i ono
mentioned it specifically. He considered malice sufficiently immoral to mention, and yet it is
difficult not to define thepoliticale v a n g ealtitude tolvasddhomosexuals as malice.

If the political evangelicalenitiated a campaign against atrly it would make some Christian

logic, as Christ actually condemned adultery and it obviously is a real threat to the American family
and the sanctity of marriage. What about the greed and life style of the wealthy, again rigorously
condemned by Chrislf the political evangelicalsreated adulterers or rich folks, and their life style
with contempt, at least they would be concerned with something Christ thought impgdoaet.er,

that would still not justify their contempt, their condemnation, and teé&isal to forgive in the
purest sense. The truth is that it is entir
Contempt, condemnation and the failure to t
Christds Al etsihne cwahsot itsh ewiftihrosutt st o n e political | e,
evangelicalssome of whom are also adulterers, are lobbing boulders at homosexuals in violation of
the greatest commandment. Treating homosexuals with judgment, condemnationtantptis a
flagrant violation of the most critical of commandments even if you fegldhigcal evangelicals

have the right to second guess Jesus and interpret his commandments and definition of sin to fit a
political agenda.

e
r

Christ on several occasis condemned adultery and clearly defined it.

AYou have heard that it \‘Batstellyathatanyohddo no't
who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart. If

your right eye causes you to sgguge it out and throw it away. It is better for you to

lose one part of your body than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. And if your

right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one

part of yourbod¢ han f or your whole body to go int
di vorces his wife must Bugtilteleouhhatanyegnewhe r t i f i
divorces his wife, except for marital unfaithfulness, causes her to become an adulteress,
andanyone who marries the di*orced woman ¢

Yet, mostpolitical evangelicalsondone the establishment of an adulterous lifestyle. The many
ministers among them actually sanctify marriages that constitute adulterous sin as defined by the

316 Mt 15:19 Mk 7:21
317 Mt 5:27-32
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Christian God to be one of the sins that will prevent the participants from achieving eternal life.
Where is the credibility of their commitment
with the fact that adulterers comprise a large partef fanding base and political support while
homosexuals are in the minority? Does it have anything to do with ease with which they can
emotionalize the homosexual issue while if they generated an emotional reaction against adulterer:
they would alienatedif of their following?

All cultures need to oppose crimes (sins) like murder, theft, etc, and that is the transparent goal of
thepolitical evangelicalsThey profess to believe that this nation would be better off with a legal
system that enforces aghi moral standard based on the Christian philosophy. A significant number
of Americans oppose that concept because it implies a national endorsement of Christianity. It is ne
within the objective of the book to address that dispute. But let me addnasstig to the millions

who agree with theolitical evangelicalaind believe that Christian principles should be legislated.
Woul dndét it be better i f Christds phipoldicaophy
evangelicals

Christ codd have instructed his disciples that their mission was to stop people from sinning, to
eliminate sin. He did not. Instead he instructed individuals to take extraordinary measures to avoid
temptations, he instructed individuals to never cause someorte slseHe instructed individuals

and his disciples not to hold others in contempt, to judge, to condemn. He never instructed anyone
use coercion to prevent people from sinning.

Christbds message i ghedthfae r & ma engés,dheir demans, tkeir o avl
trials. That is the explanation for judgment being reserved to the God, for seemingly unjust rewards
for rejoicing over the repentant over the one who conquers difficulty rather than the one who never
sins. It is entirely possib that the one who never sins simply has the personality that is to afraid to
di sobey a parent or the |l aw or a church | ead
coercion, never challenged with the necessity to make a decision for gostmplytto do as they

are told, just their duty. Christ said that the repented sinner will receive the higher reward and that
seems to make a lot of sense. So, how dogsdiitecal evangelicaknow whom to condemn?

"Do not judge, and you will not be jgdd. Do not condemn, and you will not be
condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven. Give, and it will be given to you. A good
measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap.
For with the measure you use, itwillbee asur ed t o you. 0O

He also told them this parable:

"Can a blind man lead a blind man? Will they not both fall into a pit? A student is not
above his teacher, but everyone who is fully trained will be like his teacher. "Why do you
look at the speck ohwvdust in your brother's eye and pay no attention to the plank in
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your own eye? How can you say to your brother, 'Brother, let me take the speck out of
your eye,' when you yourself fail to see the plank in your own eye? You hypocrite, first
take the planlout of your eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from
your brother's eyé®

318) k 6:37-42
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Sanctity of Life
Chapter 7

Maj or areas of disagreement within American
These issues have a significampiact on personal and family lives, health decisions, and

medical research. They also have a significant impact on the implementation and respect for
Christods phil os op h yolitwal evangehcalsvho are seeking td legisigte o f  t
based a their view of these issues.

Thepolitical evangelicalpropose that:

e Lifeis sacred

e Life begins at conception

e The sin of murder applies to Asanctity of

e One must always ean the side of life (life is the greater good)

Thehighpr of il e Asanctity of |lifed issues includ

suicide

e assisted suicide (euthanasia)

e stem cell research

e abortion

e hirth control

The more extreme of thmlitical evangelicalgare absolutely opposed to all of these issues while
the positions of othgrolitical evangelicalvary. Christians themselves also hold to a range of
opinion and within the various denominations there are inconsistencies as well as many ardently
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opp ed to the
eit r

0S vi ews of the denomi narmtésonds
he a major defic I

I
i ency in Christdés phil os

These are extremely important issues both from a personal standpoint and Christian Theology.
Legislation in strict opposition to the listed issuel kesult in considerable suffering, personal

and family hardships and denigration of medical research potential. Propagation by the

| eadership of related philosophies including
Christian theological statuss a child, and life is the greatest good have an intellectual and
emotional i mpact on peoplebs acceptance of C
overall scheme of any religion is a very significant aspect, for example, giving life more
significance than duty, justice or mercy would help define a religious philosophy.

These issues are so important to Christian Theology and potentially to the quality of life and
health within our culture that it is necessary they be resolved without iatemsges. The
dangers to all concerned require that those attempting legislation on these issues be credible but

it would seem even more important to Christi
Philosophy. The past failure of tpelitical evangelicalsto persuade practicing Christians to a

uni form belief on the Alifeo Iissues I s yet a
integrity. Deviation from Christods teachings
withintheChh i sti an community as is the disinteres

soul, the body and birth.

Through out the gospe(Forfwheavcer if@ailrias et ¢ o
it, but whoever loses hiiie for me willf i n d*) and Cheist often referred to eternal life as the
reward for following his commandment s. Il n bo
existence of the human body. It is something else. Christ clarified the issue identfy Al i f e 0
the spritual seng (what is referred to as the soul) as opposed to life of the body. His statement,
AiThen t hey weterhalpunighmeng buatlye righteouseternallife"®?° indicates that

hell (eternal punishment) is not life. Spiritual life origessomewhere other than the flesh, and,
under favorable circumstances, continues on into eternity. The life originating with the flesh

Acounts for nothingo and, under wunfavorable
Al t el | y o uecankesterthe kingdom of God untess he is born of water
and the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to fles
AThe Spirit gives |if%; the flesh counts

$9MLt 16:25

2OMt 25:46

%10 3:6

%23n 6:63
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These two passages intriesdes.ce Chri stodos Vview o0

~

e I f fAflesh gives birth to fleshod and fAcoun
e There is a clear distinction between the soul and the body

e The source of the soul is different from the source of the body

e The focus on fAbi rintdthe kingdomr el evant for entr

The Asanctity of | ifeo philosophy does not a
the spiritual. 1t bases its philosophy on th
conceptiono. Th adance ireChrstian @hsologyiutlesd iteddessed the life

Christ is concerned about.

One of the most fareaching passages of the Gospels is,

AiSo do not be afraid of them. There is no
hidden that will not benade known. What | tell you in the dark, speak in the daylight;

what is whispered in your ear, proclaim from the roofs. Do not be afraid of those who

kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy

both soul and body ih e I3 . o

Not only are we assured that nothing in Chri
di fferentiation of the body and soul i's conf
of the body just isnbébt a critical factor

The statemertt hat @Afl esh counts for nothingbo, compa

is an essential Christian concept. Christians are not complete without the soul and that soul must
be Aborn of the water and t hle aSspifrtihted.s plihreirte

"The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothifige words | have spoken to you are
spirit and they are life. Yet“there are s

323 Mt 10:2628
324 Jn 6:63
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"I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of Gddssrhe is born of water and
the Spirit.Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spijites birth to spiri**°

AfnThe man who | oves his |ife wil!/ | ose it
will keep it®for eternal life.Dd

A Whoever ¢willdodesit, ahd whoevei Idses his life for my sake will find

i 3270

AnFor whoever wants to save his |ife wil/|

find®it.o

Al f anyone comes to me and does not hate
children, his brothers and sistérges, even hisowifeih e cannot b%¥ my di

Christbés message is that | ife is not sacred,
with the concept that physical life is sacred.

The stateemealtwahatmimwt error on the side of
messagéi For whoever wants to save his |ife wild.
f i n d* There.ate important moral obligations that override the concern for life.

iGreater | ove ha selayadown hisdife fomhes fiiendsfti s, t hat

OFor whoever lifawilltose ittbud wheever bsehhidgesfor me and
for the gospel will save.it$?

AiGreater love has no hin®e Itihfam fhT hsihst dpadts shaegd
about defending another against death, it reads as it reads, Christ must be taken as he teaches, nc
how someone chooses to interpret his meaning. Christ said you are demonstrating great love by

32% Jn 3:56

326 Jn 12:25

32T Mt 10:39

328 Mt 16:25, Lk 9:24, Lk 17:33
3291 k 14:26

330Mt 16:25, Lk 9:24, Lk 17:33
313n15:13

332 Mk 8:35

33 3n 15:13
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voluntarily choosing death for the benefit of your friend. Christ did not specify a reason.
Conceivably, if your life cases extreme hardship on yduend, or your spouse, or your
children, you can choose to lay down that life. But the reason is up to the inhabitattlife
since Christ said "Do ngudge or you too will bgudged &*

To be great, one must be willing to give his life for the benefit of others, just as Christ was.

Jesus said fAiwhoever wants to become great
whoever wants to be first must be your slave, just as the Son of Man did not come to
be served, but to servand to give his lif@s a ransom for many>°

Jesus chose to aggravate the authorities into crucifying him. Jesus was explicit in stating that his
life was not being taken but that he was voluntarily choosing death, he virtually committed
suicide.

iNo man t ak e dlayittdowh ofmyselfife, bu't

We have already established that Christ required that we follow his example, he instructed his
disciples on more than a dozen occasions to follow him,

Al f anyone wnmelhk chustadenynl@msealffarid éake up his cross and
followme ¥’

Christ chose death and he preached that his disciples must follow him; it is therefore inconsistent
to believe that Christ would not allow his disciples to follow him in their responsibility to chose
death when morally obligated to do so.

If the political evangelicalsthrough legislation and/or coercion of the medical profession,

prevent anyone from voluntérigiving up their life for their friends, for their God or for the
gospels, then they are obstructing Christian
are substituting their opinion for toCHhoosest 6s
the higher good.

BiIMt 71

35 Mt 20:2628

%36 3n 10:18

33T Mt 10:37-39, Mt 16:24, Mk 8:34, Lk 9:23.
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If one lays down their life for their friend, if they commit suicide in order to prevent extreme
hardship for their loved ones resulting from the burdens and financial devastation brought on by

a lengthy terminal iliness, hooes t hat contradict Christds w
political evangelicalss qualified to override Christ and pass judgment on anyone who chooses to
follow Christds teachings?

According to the Cathol i c Cadjuestcdy hopemgnd cheBity.i ¢ i d
't is forbidden by®ThelCathoficit b mmantmantmest 6Tho
kil l o. [aiteal evangelicalgigeee with the Catholic position. With the passages we

have seen from the gospels, howiib s si bl e t hat to voluntarily

friends, your God, the gospels, is a violat:i

Thepolitical evangelicalsely heavily on the Old Testament, and even the Catholic Church used
that documet (Ten Commandments) in establishing its position on suicide (and consequently
assisted suicide). However, the conclusion that suicide is immoral and a violation of the
Commandments is contradicted by other passages in the Old Testament.

Abimelech, dyimg of a skull fracture during a siege, ordered his atb@arer to slay him, to

avoid the ignominy of having been seen to have been killed by a woman (she threw a millstone

at him)33° Samson killed himself to avoid being "made sport of" by the Philistifftes, s

capture and infamous haircut, taking his tormentors with*fil8.a msoné6s act of Fa
him a place among the saints of ChristiafffySaul, wounded and defeated in battle with the
Philistines, asked his armbearer to kill him. When the aideas afraid to do it, Saul fell on his

own sword. The armevearer then did likewis&?

The Gallup Organizations found that 75% of Americans support eutharakaing a doctor to

take the life of a patient who is suffering from an incurable diseaseamts to die. Evangelical
Christians (61%) said they support euthanasia. Weekly churchgoers support the concept (51%). St
do seltdescribed conservatives (63%), though that trails liberals (82%). In addition, 59% of the
overall sample said they would cothsi ending their own life, if in severe pain, by some painless
meansEarlier we cited a recent survey demonstrating that while the majority of American teens
believe in The Christian God, many have such insufficient knowledge and belief in their clatirch th
they are actually following a different religion in which God exists only to make people feefjood.

These issues demonstrate an extraordinary failure of leadership. Why do Christians not follow thei
Christian | e ad &1¥%ohBvangetal Gpristiansasaiddhey?suppdrt euthanasia and

338 Catholic Catechisn2325

339 Judges 9:54

340 Judges 16:281

%1 Hebrews, 11:32.

321 Samuel 31: B

University of North Carolina, fANational Study of Yo!
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the leadership condemns the practice, there is a failure of credibility and persuasiveness of the
|l eader 6s message.

There are probably a number of reasons for this failure; but one of the more obviaidishis th
leadership teaches something different than Christ. Anyone can read the gospels, some Christian
leaders havéhereadingof the bible as a major responsibility. So, if one reads the gospels, and then
listens to their Christian leader and believesrtteaching of a different message, one is bound to
conclude that the ASacred Word of Godo can b

Two of the other Asanctity of | ife issues, O
involves the dath ofthepdd or n. Chri st 6s position i s promp
abortion, he didndét even discuss it. Given t

given the extraordinary emphasis that is placed on abortion potitieal evangelicalphilosophy,

the lack of any reference to abortion is, in itself, sufficiently convincing evidence that there is an
unresolved issue. Either Christ provided insufficient guidance or the emphasis placegdiifita
evangelicalss migyuided.

Thepolitical evangelicdks philosophy on stem cell research is exactly the same as on abortion;
life is sacred, ending of any life constitutes murder and life begins at conception. If their
philosophy were consistent, ending the life of an embryoedical research has the same
theological impact ending the life of an embryo in an abortion. Tpolsgcal evangelicalsvho
believe that stem cell research is theologically ok but are opposed to abortion have the
responsibility to explain their théagy.

| am sure that few reputable people will argue the value of the reproductive process or the
importance of the prborn; the term pr@bortion is extensively misapplied. There is no real

guestion that abortion is a regretful solution. The real gpres one of greater good. Christ gave
Christianity a list of moral imperatives; actions that are essential to the lives of all Christians who
hope for salvation. We have discussed these in lengtieabaifor the sick is undeniabdyitical. It
standsa reason that this decisively mandated requirement takes precedence over an action that
wasnodét considered of sufficient significance

The Christian fAgreater goodo (as defi needifeby
issues. The theological part has an equally persuasive role, that of physical versus spiritual life. An
existence that is comprised of both physical life andmmortal sou{and some migh¢venadd the
concept of self awarengssbviously has aigher priority over an existence that lagks A soo u | 0
self awarenesdn other words, the life of theBit has a higher priority thathe life of the flestor
torepeat Chrisfi The Spirit gives | i f%Thereisa@Chfistke sh ¢ ou
Theological difference and preference for a child with a soul versus an existence that gees not
include that soul.

344N 6:63
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The existence of a soul, or self awareness and the intellect is pertinent to the abortion issue becau:
the destruction of an existes, while terrible, is less significant than the destruction of an existence
that has an immortal soul (the definition of a fully integrated Christian).

We have a good deal of gospel evidence conce
materid.
At he L OR Ded@e man framrthe dust of the ground and breathed into his
nostrils the breath of |if%, and the man

1]

Let everything that has bre#th praise th
These Old Testament passages inditlaat theconceptas discussed by Christ was not new

The spirit of life and its relationship to God in these passages is related to breath. This leads to the
possibility that one becomes a full member of the Christian society when one takes iteditst br

The New Testament refocuses the conérgoh the first breath tbirth.
"I'tell you thetruthhno one can see the kingddth of Goc

Al tell you, among those born of women th
whois least in the kingdom of God is greater than #&."

"| tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and
the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, butthe Sgirit ves bi r*fh to spiri't

AThe wind bl deases. Yoh leearé@svseund, buttyougannot tell where it
comes from or where it is goin®d. So it is

34° Genesis 2:7
346 psalm 150:6
34730 3:3

38 k 7:28
39Jn 3:56
¥0Jn 3:8

101

David VanLandinghamfiPoliticians Veto their Gaodl



AThe Son of Man wil| go just as it is wri
the Son of Man! Itwouldbetteer f or him if e had not be

AThe angel answered, 6The Holy Spirit wil
High will overshadow you. So the halyeto be borrwillbec al | ed t he**Son o

"You are a king, then!" said Pilate. Jesussaered, "You are right in saying | am a king.
In fact, for this reason | was born, and for this | came into the world, to testify to the
truth. Everyone on t®t side of truth 1ist

From a scriptural aspect it is clear that the embryo waseusiett the same by Christ. Christ

never mentioned the embryo. He talked extensively about his love for the child and the
innocence of that child. Children were sufficiently important to him as to claim respect in his
ministry. Not so with the embryo. Youmaot evade this argument by stating that Christ meant
embryos when he spoke of children. If you cannot assume that Christ meant exactly what he said
than you cannot rely on the gospels. An embryo cannot be born again, as it has not been born, a

child can.Inthe phrasél t el |l you, among those born of w
John; yet the one who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than'fidHe onewho is
l east in the kingdomo refers back atingtothee pr e

conclusion that all in the kingdom, even the least, were born of woman. There is a scriptural
difference between one born of woman and one not yet born of w&wam.Jesus himself did

not attain his f uSolthe lsolpaetoeborowmil becalledahe Somof b i r t h
G o d *%The angel could hav&aid, the holy one you have conceivethis Son of God, but he

did not.

Does an embryo have a soul? It would be evident from a Christian standpoint, that it did if Christ
would haveso stated, opposed abortion or discussed the issue. He did none of these.

It is a critical Christian concept that the body and the soul are not the same and it is clear that the
soul does not come into existence until or after birth. Perhaps somedbisristiieve differently
however, the crucial point is that they do not acknowledge and address the question in the
Asanctity of | ifed assertion. Their goal I s
selection of higher moral responsibilgiand the greater good without honestly addressing
Christbés concept of the value of the fl esh a

B1Mk 14:21, Mt 26:24
%2) k1:35

%33n 18:37

B4k 7:28

%%k 1:35
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There is further evidence that full membersh
said,"Whoever believes in him is not comdeed, but whoever does not believe stands
condemned already because he has not®*éandl i eve
AWhoever believes in the Son has eternal I i f
Godo6s wrat hm'felmhdisns son nhiaddi ti on to the req
Belief is a requirement for salvation. The three day old embryo cannot believe; the child can. The
guote AThe Spirit gives |ife; the fhd&lke coun
words | have spoken to you are sprin d =t h e y¥°° Taerwerds of Christ, spoken to a

receptive, understanding being are what gives life; without those words life is nothing. How can

a three week ol d fetus receive and under st an

The concept that life is sacred appears to have originated in the Old Testament. "So God created
man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female He created

them’®*°. From this and other such phrases,pblitical evangelicalfiave concluded human life

to be sacred since man was made in Godos | ma
to adopt the concept in the influence of | eg
making the assertion must be chafled,

"Nooneisgoode xcept G¥d alone. d
Apparently, according to Christ, man does no

Thepolitical evangelicalsnaintain that all human life is sacred, and therefore to destroy it is an
extremely severe sin; itviolattsh e commandment AThou shall not
commandment takes us again to the Old Testament and so it is appropriate that we look at that
document to ascertain the application.

The obvious problem is that the Old Testament did not Imahdanlife sacred and the exceptions
to the commandment are numerous.

We were presented with the commandment in a couple of locations. First in Exodus 20 but then
immediately following that chapter in Exodus 21 we have seven civil offenses which require that
the guilty be killed, including "Anyone who
the commandment is not absolute. Exodus sets the commandment and then begins to detail the
exceptions.

363N 3:18

%7Jn 3:36

%8 Jn 6:63

39 Genesis 1:27:
360 Mk 10:18
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The commandment is listed again in Deuteronomy 5.d&deub nomy 17 says il f
has been proved that this detestable thing has been done in Israel, take the man or woman who
has done this evil deed to your <city gate an
Ai n t he ci nsithe sSORD yourtGbdas ginirgtyau @s an inheritance, do not leave

alive anything that breathes. Completely destroy thteerHittites, Amorites, Canaanites,

Perpolitical evangelicali¢es, Hivites and Jebusites the LORD your God has commanded

you. O

"“Treat the Midianiteé: asfA®loewmkes | amd| kit hle blosg
woman who has ¥RAapttwathtammawé took all his
destroyed theamen, women andhildren  We | ef t *fifoWe ua ormprlaayede 1oy d
them, as we had done with Sihon king of Heshbon, destroying evetyeitywomen and

children %*

The list is extensive. The God of the Old Testament ordered that children be put to death for
disrespecting their parents, or anyone for gatheringiéioel on Sunday; he ordered genocide for
tribes occupying land designated for the Hebrew; whole peoples were to be killed in order that
the Hebrews could steal their land and property; he ordered the slaughter of women and children;
he ordered sons be kitleand women killed to assure the death of the possible male fetus if it

were possible they were pregnant. There is no way possible to conclude from the Old Testament
that life is sacred and therefore all killing is immoral.

The program of theolitical evangelicals o | egi sl ate Al i feod i ssues
if they were consistent in their own interpr
would be no exceptions. However, leadpuditical evangelicalallow themselves thebwn

exceptions. They conclude that the commandment does not apply to war, self defense, and the
death penalty. These are not exceptions that are condoned by Jesus.

Significant numbers of theolitical evangelicalsywho believe in the sanctity of lifels®a believe

in the death penalty. A leadipglitical evangelicatecently saidhiat we always must always

Aeom t he si de @dlitichl evhngelicajoverndd a stateahateaggressively

applied the death penalty. The person in questiosedfall requests for clemency where he
coulderron the side of life, but chose not to. The person in question is reputed to have signed the
most death warrants in US history. The death penalty is interesting in that Christ presented us
with an interestinglirective. He did not fundamentally oppose the death penalty. He had a more
important command that applied.

31 Numbers 25:17

%2 Numbers 31:17

33 Deuteronomy 2:34
34 Deuteronomy 2:335
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ABut Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. A
courts, where all the people gathered around him, and he sat wowwach them. The

teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought in a woman caught in adultery. They
made her stand before the group and said
in the act of adultery. In the Law Moses commanded us to stone suem waoomy

what do you say?0 They were using this qu
for accusing him. But Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with his
finger. When they kept on questiohing hin
any one of you is without sin, |l et him be
stooped down and wrote on the ground. At this, those who heard began to go away

one at a time, the older ones first, until only Jesus was left, with the woman still

sanding there. Jesus straightened up and
no one condeé&kmeadngouidor, 6 she said. O6Then
Jesus declared. 6Go ndw and | eave your |

Had any of the Pharisees been withgint the adulteress would have been stoned to death.

Christ continually prohibited us from judging and condemning, here he put the command into a
specific example. The Old Testament requires the death penalty; Christ changed that law, not by
outlawing capiol punishment, but by demonstrating that no human has the right to condemn
another to death as none are without sin themselves.

Thepolitical evangelical®ot only contradict themselves on right to life issues with their support

of the death penaltyubt t hey vi ol ate Christds commandmen
while they themselves are not without sin.

The same quandary exists with self defense a
was

Ayou have heard t bramdgighbomndabatsai doubLermem,)
e

tell you: Love your enemies**and pray for

AYou have heard that it was Batatellgqudod Eye f o
not resist an evil person. If someone strikes you onighécheek turn to him the
ot her*al so. o

AiDo not be afkllaihde df dtyose who

35 Jn 8:310
366 Mt 5:43-44
387 Mt 5:39 Lk 6:29
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nFor whoever wants to save his |ife wil!/|
for the gosP®el will save it.o

Christ did not say that if an enemy akagou defend yourself and kill! He said turn the other
cheek, getting killed is just not all that important. He went so far as to say that if you want to
save your life, you will lose it! Christ does not allow someone to kill another just to protect his

own | i fe. It is Christbés position that |ife
sanctity.
The application of a more i mportant commandn

these life issues. Life is less important ti@hristian love of God, love of friends, and the
gospels.

The stem cell issuis a straightforward conflict between the responsibility for society to choose a

hi gher good and the Governmentds right to in
society. The conflict would be more complica
odds with each other, but that is not the case. Christ did not hold human life to be sacred but
there can be no question as tsconémingcaringdds ¢ o mn
the sick.This may soundontradictory, that Christ cared about people who were sick but not

those who diedbut the contradiction is only in the political evangelical frame of mind, not
Christbés. Chri st waeanngancearth, but e taeghtehat the goodrdid mot s u f
suffer after death and so death was not to be fdargdather was a good thinigut sickness was

not good

That isthe choicevi t h st em cel | research, foll ow Chr i :
philosophy of the political evangelicals.

Thepolitical evangelicalarecontent that there is no difference between a child and an embryo
and therefore killing an embryo is the same as killing a child. Physiologically the argument is

absurd. The child hasfunctioning brain and has, most importantly, self recognition. The child

knows that it is alive. When you Kill that child you are taking away something that the child

knows exists. ltdos | i ke taking a tidwhof rom a
knew that the toy exists and belongs to her and the child who had never received the toy and
didndt even know it even existed. The child

of receiving the toy, however, the loss is certainly gnetat the child who knew she lost
something.

388 Mt 10:28, Lk 12:4
39 Mk 8:34-36
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What is lost when an embryo is used in stem cell research? There is flesh (the body) that dies
and there is the potential for spiritual life (although this potential is nebulous since the embryos
used in resarch are those which have been discarded by the infeittibzation process and so
have no such potential).

On the other hand what is the potential benefit? Researchers are confident that they will lead to
treatments to many diseases: bone loss, brbkees, brain damage due to oxygen starvation,

severe burns, cancer (some forms), diabetes,
incomplete bladder control, Huntingtonds, | e
sclerosis, osteoarthrit®ar ki nsonés, spinal cord injuries,

Advancement of Medical Research estimates stem cell research shows promise to develop cures
and/or new treatments for 100 million Americans who currently suffer from a wide variety of
diseases and disorders.

A

Christdos position on curing the sick is cl ea
existent. Christds position on the differenc
on the value of the human body (fleshti¢ ear . Chri st s position on

for the greater good is clear.

Stem cell research is a choice. A Christian society can choose the greater good as defined by
Christ, or it can chose to allow tpelitical evangelical¢o impose hei r i nter pretat
teachings on America.

There are two issues in the question of abortion. The first is that everyone is entitled to believe
that abortion is immoral, and because of that belief should avoid committing that sin. The second
is the right of those who believe abortion is immoral to pass laws enforcing that belief on others,
denying them the right to olase what they believe to be higher values. A community has the
obligation to set cultural standards within that community, howéveloing so, they are

obligated to demonstratmesthat are consistent with the values of the community. If the values

of a community are based on the philosophy of Christ, then it is not beyond reason to base the
communityos | aws wemtoimpleonsenelaws baked ensone péisong er one
particular Churchoés interpretation of Chri st
substantiated by the specific, and documented statements of Christ, is not only unreasonable but,
from a theologiclviewpoint,is immoral.

We have discussed most of the relevant issues concerning abortion in the previous sections of
this chapter.

Thepolitical evangelicalglaim that all life is sacred and that the taking of any life including that
of the unborng therefore immoral and should be banned by the government.

David VanLandinghamfiPoliticians Veto their Gaodl



If Christ condemned abortion, there would be no argument that abortion violates Christian
morality. However, Christ did not condemn abortion. Pbétical evangelicalareleft with their
interpretation of a single biblical passage. They must make the case that their interpretation is of
such significance as to override anyone el se
Christ, who promised that there would be no secrets or mysteriepabsage that they are left

with is the commandment against murdgrich they must interprets applicabléo the preborn.

The lack of condemnation by Jesus Christ for something as significant as abortion is very
enlightening. The Catholics, for examagiold that an abortion or cooperating in an abortion is
such a great sin thaltat ae i $dahatisshy thexcanmisgiomafn i c a
the offense, andt can only be forgiven by the pope, a bishop or their specific appdititeés

the only fAsino carryi ng politieatevaagelicalpeeach tha iiis1 i s h n
the most significant moral issue of our day. If abortioroie\sl as to overshadow all other sins,

why wasnot enoughcbe gentiofed loy das Christ?

The Catholic Church believes that abortion is a sin in any situation, it can never be performed.
Most otherpolitical evangelicalsnake their exceptions, for example, to save the life of the

mother or in the case of rape, and others say &nsigsible to protect the health of the mother.
These are exceptions that faitical evangelicaléeel they have the authority to make, but the
woman in question does not have the same authority to make exceptions in her own case. Just
where in the gosds do politicians or governments have the right to make exception to the laws

of the Christian God? Thmlitical evangelical$ose a great deal of credibility with their
assertion that they alone have t histthatthicix cept i
the gravest of all sins.

| believe that any Christian would agitbe Christian Godlecides when and if a body receives a
soul. AThrough him all things were made; wit
himwas life,andthta | i f e was t"fWhile Chrigfiins might saymwighrmedical

certainty that life begins at conception, they have no medical or theologicathpabtie

embryohas a soul.

AJesus decl ared, o0l tell you dtuflessheishothnh, no o
agairhiYodu should not be surprised 3&Mostmy sayi
political evangelicalpreachthat you must be born again; it is an issue of pride that they describe
themsel ves as fibor n azsgueireguwremert foribeirtg bagairss.thatT h e o
you must have been born. You cannot be born again if you have never been born. How can the

370 Catechism bthe Catholic Churci2272 and 1463
371 .
JN 1:3
32 3n 3:3
33 3n 3:7
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fetus be sacred when there is absolutely no chance for it to reach heaven because it has not been
born?

A | tueHe truthyamong those born of women there has not risen anyone greater than John the
Baptist; yet he who is | east 4 Ftohhe sloimeg care
eunuchs because they were born that way; others were made that way by noémesnioshve

renounced marriage because of the kingdom of heaven. The one who can accept this should
acceptit®®fiThe Son of Man will go just as it is \
betrays the Son of Man! It would be better for him if he haidbeen born®*® In each of these

cases Christ could have said conceived rather than born, but birth is the critical act, not
conception.

The angel answered, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you. So th®ly one to be born will be called h e S o n "’ Adparebtty,deven
Christ did not fulfill his nature until he had been born. This is consistent with Halacha (Jewish
law) which defines when a fetus becomes a nefesh (person). "...a baby...becorrksdr&al
human being when the head emerges from the womb. Before then, the fetus is considered a
6 par ti’*%lewishiadvis crifical in the debate as it sheds light on the basieiderwhich
thepolitical evangelicalgoncludeabortion is forbiddesthe (Jewish) Ten Commandments.

There are those who argue that the phrase Ma
proves that the fetus has the same status as a child. We must review the full context of than
passage.

"This is how the birth afesus Christ came about: His mother Mary was pledged

to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be with

child through the Holy Spirit. Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man

and did not want to expose her to publisgtace, he had in mind to divorce her

quietly. But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in

a dream and said, 6Joseph son of Davi d, d
your wife, because what is conceived in her is from tig Bpirit. She will give

birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jésasuse he will save his

people from their sins. o6 All this took pl
through the prophet: 6 The vihtogisam, wi | | be
and they will devalilchhimmahsmaodoGeldd wi t h us.

woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary

$Mt:11:11, Lk:7:28

3P ME:19:12

S0 Mt:26:24, Mk:14:21

37" Luke 1:35

378Ask the Rabbi: Abortion Yes or No," at: http://www.aish.com/rabbi/ATR_browse.asp?I=A&offset=1
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home as his wife. But he had no union with her until she gave birth to a son. And
hegave him#® name Jesuso.

The passage doechildosleut hiet whatlr snocievhdathaesed i n h
fwhoi s concei veduwigvabhirtht o o at siman essonnodvil béaalled

Jesus( n astc afi | e d Atihe somp@edioyof the passagand only after birth was he given

the name Jesus. All of this may simply be grammaou cannot reach a critical conclusion

based on one phrase and ignore all other related phrases.

Christ said it would be better for someone ifhehamlt been born i f he bet
Ma n®8 Many political evangelicalsay that there is never justification for an abortion. Here is

an instance wherhe Christian Gothas made an opposing determination. Christ did not say that

it would be better ifomeone was not conceived, but he said born. Theoretically, if an unborn
child was to be raised by parents who would
of Mano not being born was the bettaathaomgpt i on
theoretical possibility (although there are cultures and people capable of doing just that), but the
conclusion is undeniable, Christ gave an illustration where not being born is preferable to birth,
making it theologically impossible to say thmrth is always the best course of action for a pre

born.

There is no biblical evidence that every fetus has a soul. The only gospel entry when a fetus,

ot her than Christ, was mentioned was when, b
reacted o Marydsherbabgl | eaped in her womb, and
Spi %A1 d. Christians believe that miracles ar e

existence of a normal occurrendeo hn 6s concept i on aganiraciamdt h wa
the incident in question had two parts, the baby jumping in womb and EliZdleetkvith the
Holy Spirit, so we are obviously talking abo

Just when does the soul appear? It seems apparent, with st ress in the gos
it occurs at birth, but | am not required to make that call. | am not the one legislating morality
based on the gospels. Those who assume the right to legislate based on gospel principles are
morally and ethicallyequired to fully support their legislation, they are required to assess all

aspects of the question. When they are repla
decisions with legislation, that legislation must fully resolve all aspect® @dions in question.

The failure to address the impact of the sou
Christian morality in Alifeodo issues because

n o t h¥Hf the fetus is simplylésh, without the Spirit of God, without the essence that
differentiates it from the animal kingdom, without the existence of the soul, then the life

39Mt:26:24, Mk:14:21
30| Kk 1:41
%1k 1:3541, Lk 1:25
%2 3n 6:63
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guestions are fully resolved in the favor of the greater goods such as caring for the sick or the
health ad wellbeing of the family.

If one adds a bit of logic to theology, one would conclude that the Christian God would not
incorporate a soul into a fetus, or stem cell, if that fetus was destined not to be brought to term,

or the fetus was to be used @search. Further, it is actually illogical to conclude that any human
could thwart the Christian Gasldetermination that any particular soul would be allowed an
existence. If the Christian Gpaihois believed to be all powerfuhtended that angxistercte be

allowed their chance at heaviemvould happenScripture leads Christians to believe than man

has free wil!/ over his actions, but that doe
determination to create an existence for another humag.bei

Those who would | egi sl at esetapratdactrihe welldeihgeofteot h e r
family have only one biblical guote that sup
This prohibition originated in the Old Testament,and i s A i nt politipat et ed o by
evangelicaldo include all life (except war, capitol punishment and self defense) from the

moment of conception. Since this is an interpretation of a prohibition rather than a specific
prohibition, one must review th®ckground of the commandment as well as its implementation.

We must bear in mind that during the Old Testament period, life was under the direct influence

of The Hebrew God. He played an active, visible -tbagtay role in religious and social

administta i on. The Hebrew Goddés actions, and the
just as clearly imply his intentions as his words.

Jephthah promises God that he will make a human sacrifice of the first person who comes to
greet him when he returns herafter a successful battle. He later ritually sacrifices his only
daughter® Ahaz, king of Judah, murdered his son as a human sacftfiend if it be from a
month old even unto five years old, then thy estimation shall be of the male five shekeisrof sil
and for the femaléhrees h e k3% A chitd was only given a value after the age of one month;
boys were worth five shekels; girls three; below that age, (and presumably before birth) they
were assigned no monetary valfi€ake a census...including eyenale a month or more

o | .%%Dnly male babies over one month of age were considered persons for the purposes of
e nu me r Badwjkdl all.the ioys. And kill every woman who has slept with a man, but save
for yourselves every girl who has never slept Wi a *®fiThisiacobirred at end of the

genocidal campaign against the Midianites. Moses, presumably under orders from God, ordered
the soldiers to kill every boy and nergin woman. Presumably, a significant percentage of the
latter would be pregnantoStheir fetus was killed along with the motherbe."At that time we

took all his towns and completely destroyed thamen, women and children. We left no

383 Judges 11:290
341] Kings 16:3

383 eviticus 27:6

386 Numbers 3:15
%7 Numbers 31:1718
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survivors.®® The Israelites tried to negotiate peaceful passage through the land of Heshbon.
Theywere unsuccessful. So, they exterminated all of the people, including innocent children.
fiHe [Menahem, king of Israel] sacked Tiphsah and ripped open all the pregnant #omen.
0...But better off than both of them is the one who has never existed, whevesseen the evil
activity that is done under the sti{° Here, the author talks about acts of oppression and the
suffering that this brings to innocent people. The author, traditionally believed to be Solomon,
appears to refer to an interrupted pregnérapg better than a live birth, if the person born

would suffer great injustices and paiiif.a man begats 100 children...and his soul be not filled
with goo%,land also that he have no burial; | say that an untimely birth [a miscarriage] is better
than he

These passages demonstrate several pertinent concepts regarding the question of whether or not
God intended his commandment AThou shall not
killing from conception to death. Prophets were allowed and mxearded for sacrificing their

children to God. God ordered the extermination of entire cities including the unborn. Young
children, and unborn children were not valued the same as &dults.

Regarding women who were suspected of sleeping with someonenh er husband,
have the woman drink the bitter water that brings a curse, and this water will enter her and cause
bitter suffering. The priest is to take from her hands the grain offering for jealousy, wave it

before the LORD and bring it to tladtar. The priest is then to take a handful of the grain

offering as a memorial offering and burn it on the altar; after that, he is to have the woman drink
the water. If she has defiled herself and been unfaithful to her husband, then when she is made to
drink the water that brings a curse, it will go into her and cause bitter suffering; her abdomen will
swell and her thigh waste away, (Or suffering; she will have barrennesgyascaarying

womb) and she will become accursed among her people. If, hoytbeevoman has not defiled

herself and is free from impurity, she will be cleared of guilt and will be able to have

chil #Temto fairly well describes the Hebrew ¢
fetus conceived in fAsino.

If, in the Old Testment God ordered, allowed and encouraged children to be sacrificed and
slaughtered, wombs torn open to the destruction of the fetus, women killed just because they
might be pregnant and reasons given validating a choice that it would be preferableavet to

been born, abortive beverages given adulteresses, it is not possible to conclude that the
commandment AThou shall not kill o positively

38 Deuteronomy 2:34
3892 Kings 15:16

390 Ecclesiastes 4:8
31 Ecclesiastes 6:3
392 Numbers 5:248
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The ultimate conclusion that there are more important issues concerniagosaihan the
preservation of human life is inescapable when reviewing both the teachings of Christ and the
Old Testament. Every Christian is afforded, by Christ, both the opportunity and the responsibility
to chose good rather than life. Tpelitical evangelicalsvould wrench that authority and
responsibility from good Christians with their obsession that life is most sacred.

Through out the gospels Christ continually advocated and detailed what is good and what must
be accomplished for salvation, theeservation of human life at all costs was never his
philosophy; there are many more important concepts that must be chosen in preference to life
and that is the real issue in the abortion debate.

Abortion is bad; it is the wrong solution of a flawsatiety. The duty of the Christian leadership

is to eliminate the problems that require such a choice when seeking the greater good. They were
instructed to doyst that by their God, they cb® the easier path, the path of condemnation, of

sifting the reponsibility for their failure to care for the sick and the poor to the mothers who

suffer the results of their politics of greed.

Each week, child protective services (CPS) agencies throughout the United States receive more
than 50,000 reports of suspetthild abuse or neglect. In 2002, 2.6 million reports concerning

the welfare of approximately 4.5 million children were made. In approximatekttinds (67

percent) of these cases, the information provided in the report was sufficient to prompt an
assesment or investigation. As a result of these investigations, approximately 896,000 children
were found to have been victims of abuse or negjlact average of more than 2,450 children

per day. An average of nearly four children die every day as a reshitebaibuse or neglect

(1,400 in 2002). One in three girls and one in six boys are sexually assaulted before the age of
18. An average of 5.5 children per 10,000 enrolled in day care are sexually abused, an average of
8.9 children out of every 10,000 afeused in the hom&learly one in every three adult women
experiences at least one physical assault by a partner during adulthood. Approximately four
million American women experience a serious assault by an intimate partner durimgoath2

period 4% of American Catholic Priests were involved with sexual child abuse. The church
spent $250 Million to settle law suits in 23 dioceses albhe.United States has one of the

highest high school dropout rates in the industrialized world and ranked 24th Suhatidhs
surveyed in math literacy. Lemcome and minority children are more likely to start school

without having gained important school readiness skills, such as recognizing letters and
counting.There are just too many problefased by American wonmeand their childrenhat

run contrary t ovhichthe polgidalGsangplibais kirapby agpgldiyerting

attentionto issues thatfree them of any actual responsibility

Have | resolved the fAsanct iamyotattempting fegistation e b at
to limit your ability to make the medical decisions you find necessary to protect your life and
well being and that of your family. | am not trying to limit the potential life saving
methodologies based on my moral conclusid@sn challenging the right of étpolitical
evangelicaldo impose these restrictions on the rest of the world, based on a philosophy that is
115
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riddled with contradictions, confusion and unanswered questions. This issue is too important to
rely on hollow,conflicting and unsupported moral platitudes.

This legislative effort has the result of denying Americans the right to practice their religious
beliefs, to follow the teachings of Christ, to adhere to the Christian responsibility to the higher
good.ltvi ol ates the US Constitution which state:

establishment of religion, orpolpical@evangelicatsi ng t h
effort to legislate fAlifeodo i swleesuiintheased on f
prevention of Christians from practicing the
|l f anyone | iving in the U. S., or anywhere e
supported by thpolitical evangelicalsthey have an absolute right to apply those rules to
themselves.

However, the demand that our government | mpl

based on thpoliticale v a n g einterpeetatio® o Christian principle lacks a credible base

Jesus Christ blessed the option to voluntarily lay down ones life (suicide) for the greater good, he
associated birth with both attaining eternal life and the infusion of the soul, he associated
conscious decision and belief to eternal life, he elimah#te option of the death penalty, he

opposed war and did not find self defense justifiable, and among his highest priorities are not life
but care for the sick. He did not oppose suicide, birth control or abortion. The Old Testament, the
source ofthecomand ment WAThou shall not KkKill 0 docume
to that rwule, including many of the #Alifeodo i
practice and belief within the various denominations is fraught with inconsistencies and
disagreement and saturated with practitioners who have concluded they alone have the right to
make exception to their own Godds | aws and t
comply with their viewpoint.

Individuals may be able to live with cvadictions but as a nation we cannot.
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Truth

Chapter 8
The word Atrutho is used over a hundred ti me
Christianity. Violation of the Spirit of Tru
Aunforgivabl edo sin.
AEvery sin and bl asphemy wil be forgiven me
forgiven. Anyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but anyone who
speaks against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, eitherinahise or i n t ff% age

t of t

i rut
y what he

, comes, he

ABut when he, the Spir
onl tars, and h

h
own; he will speak n K°

"If you love me, you will obey what lroonand. And | will ask the Father, and he will give you

another Counselor to be with you foredet he Spirit of trut h. € Th
my own; they belong to the Father who sent me. All this | have spoken while still with you. But

the Counsler, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things

and will remind you of everything | have said to you. Peace | leave with you; my peace | give
you. | do not give®*t o you as the world gives

The Spirit of truth, the Hoy Spirit, was sent to reaffirm C
unforgivable sin is to desecrate this Spirit of Truth.

It seems rational that abuse or misrepresent
unf orgivabl e sin as Cdnalty. §danéfails tmindestarm the truth of t o
that message, and if that message is the sole way to salvation, salvation is unattainable. This
concept is enhanced for the leadership since Christians were amply warned that to cause another
to sin would reult in damnatiori*® Teaching someone the wrong message most likely will result

in that circumstance.

Truth is a critical part of Christdés message
deceit is one of the sins preventing the attainméatesnal life.

39 Mt 12:31-32, Mk 3:2829, Lk 12:10
394n 16:13
39 Jn 14:1527
396 Mt 18:6, Mk 9:42, Lk 17:2, Mt 18:7, Lk 17:4,
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Alf you want to enter | ife, obey the command
defraud®”’

If one is a Christian it would seem important to focus on that which Christ taught rather than the
old concepts:

AFor t he | throughses; gracevaetduithc ame t hrough®*®Jesus Ch

oOYet a ti

[ coming and has now come when
spirit andtruth,  f

IS
they are the kin®# of worshipers

OThen you withandthrutnwi t heset® you free. o

The phrase Al tell you the trutho appears 27
phrase to give emphasis to his teachings. It seems that it was vital to him that the truth is
regarded as most essahin his doctrine.

Al t el truthythe tax colleators and the prostitutes are entering the kingdom of God ahead
of you. For John came to you to show you the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him,
but the tax collectors and the pritates did. And even after you saw this, you did not repent and
believ® him.o

AAnd i f anyone gives e
t

en a cup of cold wate
di scipl e, |l tell you e I

v
h t r'fth, he wil cert
A B e c aou bage sy little faith. | tell you the truth, if you have faith as small as a mustard seed,

you can say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there' and it will move. Nothing will be
i mpossi bl for you.?od

iAnd
ni

I f he finds i tppierkbout thdt dne sheep than hbeut ther nindtyh | h
ne that

di # not wander off . o

39T Mt 19:19, Mk 10:19, Lk 18:20
3% 3n 1:17

39 n 4:23

400 3n 8:32

401\t 21:32

402 Mt 10:42

403 Mt 17:20

404 Mt 18:13
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il tell you the truth, it is har® for a rich

Christ knew well that Christians were to be inundated with Christian leaders deceanmg th
about his message,

AWatch out for false prophets. They come to
ferociouw¥® wolves. o

Aand many false prophets wi¥l appear and dec
AFor false Christs and efffoar geeat signs amgpnhiractesto wi | | a

deceive eventheeléct f t hat w®re possible.od
Christ told Christians exactly how to avoid the false prophets,

Alf you hold to my teaching, you are really
truthwilset y8U freeod

The Christianbés defensehoalgdaitnos t( Ghhoei wfhadl sshe aper
clearly enumerated in the gospels.

Christ told Christians how to identify false prophets,

AiBy their fruit y8u will recognize them. o

It follows that if you find a leader who uses deceit or exaggeration or evasion rather than the
strict truth, you are seeking the Afruito of

With the concept of t rophy,if whatdheolitical evangaidalare n Chr
telling us is identifiable as false, there is no good reason to trust them for Christian or political
leadership.

405\Mt 19:23

406\t 7:15

OT\Mt24:11

408 Mt 24:24 Mk 13:22
409 3n 8 3132

410Mmt 7:186,
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At a recent council gbolitical evangelicalsaddressing the Terri Schiavo issue, one of the
speakers said ATerri Schiavo was as alive as
ani mated, completely responsive, desperately
was in a persistent vegetative state, at the very best, mipicoacious. But if minimally

conscious, she was very far from completely animated, as alive as any in the audience.

Focus on the Family founder and Chairman James C. Daasdon hisFocus on the Family

October 6, 200%adio program, Samgex marriagevould lead to "marriage between daddies

and little girls ... between a man and his donkéythattrue anyway, arendt Dac
girls opposite sexPerhaps he should be looking to the Fundamentalist Later Day Saints

practices in Northern Arizta, Southern Utah area concerning daddies and little girls, yet there

are few areas in the country more aggressively against gay marriage. As to the donkey comment

| am at a loss to visualizbe circumstance where any state would legalize such marriages.

Ann Coulter'Liberals hate America, they hate flagavers, they hate abortion opponents, they
hate all religions except Islam, post 9/11. Even Islamic terroristsitiir'tAmerica like liberals
d o .June Z00R If roughly 80% of liberals are Christigriacluding such figures as Jimmy
Carter, how is that statement true?

A California school is attempting to implement a philosophy course to avoid the controversy
about teaching creationism in science classessyltebus originally listed two evolution
experts, one of which was a local parent who had already refused to speak and thesther
was Francis H. C. Crick, the -@hscoverer of the structure of DNA, who died in 2084he

school teaching the children that it is acceptable to disregarsl desuc o0 mm aom ttuthie n t s

Dover Pennsylvanigoted to remove from office all of the members of a school board who had

i mpl emented Aintelligent HatRobegsodalled thetcibytot he s c
task saying that it ha/oted Godout o (their) cityo. This simply was not true; literally, there

was no vee to remove God from the city. You might say that it was the belief of the accuser that

a vote against intelligent design was a vote against God. There are two problems with that. First,
Christians believe that God created the universe, not intelligent design. The concept itself is
subterfuge, a sneaky way to get God into the curriculum. The earlier martyrs were willing to give
up their lives for the sake of the truth, our current bateklmious leaders resort to trickery

instead of facing an issue head on. The second problem is that even if the school board had
advocated teaching about God in the school 6s
would not mean that it wasvate against God, it would still be a vote against what it was a vote
against, which is, teaching about God in a science class. It is entirely possible for good Christians
to adopt the nationds standard f oQodathemmec hi ng
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Let 6s | ook pditical es\o anre g @iteriatdren ke popular author makes the following
claims:

A most of todayodés evils can be traced to Se
our government, the United Nations, educatietevision, and most of the other power
centers of life.

A Venereal disease is a consequence of humanist propaganda
A Secular humanism is driven by a flaming hatred for Jesus Christ
A Major US churches, have fdeaten, sa@l | owed

including socialism, Marxism, higher criticism of the Bible, amoral sex education,
liberation theology, black theology, world government, and global citizenship. The listed
churches include National Baptist Convention of America, Alliance of Baptibtssti@n
Methodist Episcopal Church, Presbyterian Church, The Episcopal Church, Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America, United Church of Christ and The United Methodist Church

A This countryoés |l eading secul aristekt@ucat o
doing away with every vestige of the responsible, moral behavior that distinguishes man
from animals.

There is no need to point out the discrepancies between these statements and the strict adherence
to the truth. Are our leading secular statesmeafly committed to doing away with any moral

behavior that distinguishes us from animals, have Secular Humanism already taken over our
government, the United Nations, education, television, and most of the other power centers of
life?

Perhaps such books this utilize a bit of exaggeration to get their point across. That depends o
the definition of exaggeration as opposed to
exaggeration is in variance from the strict truth. If a Christian finds it acdeptabend the truth

in exaggeration, they are violating Christos
leaders.

Many do not realize that Bible quoting among ploditical evangelicalss very often a sham.

The very people Christians assunaé the highest integrity cannot be trusted with the words of

The Christian God. While it is sometimes difficult to differentiate between the frauds and the
ignorant, misrepresentation of the Biblical message is widespread. Common practices include
pulingwor ds or sentences out of context, select
rationally have nothing to do with the point, obvious and perhaps intentional misquotes, quotes
from outdated Old Testament sources (passages that have been sdperssatdified by

Christbés teachings), or words from the epist
mi sl eading qguotes can be readily identified
The Gospel me s s arglerstandsnor 6éomplidated, but repuesents & o

comprehensive agenda. | f someone presents a

agenda, then the quote is suspect. The reason a politician would misquote the bible is that a
11¢
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personal agenda trumpseqgtity. The good news is that such actions help you to identify a false
prophet.

Regarding the abortion issue, a popular auth
worth more than the whol e wor | doftamanThegairsor r e
t he whole world and forfeits his |ife. Or wh
previous sentence to the quote, Christ said
ito, and t hen hefices las life fort Chresttwouwd haves eteenal lifes Bhe quote

in question is, first, discussing eternal life, and second is an expression indicating that it is of no
value to gain riches, even as much as the entire world, because it will do you nat tieod i
afterlife. The quote simply is not talking about the value of human life but the value of salvation
compared to a life of riches. The author misinterprets the quote to say that Christ thought that
one human life was more important than the wholedyanhd therefore abortion is wrong. The
entire essence of Christdéds ministry is that
soul, or even the lives of others. Rationally, would you blow up the whole world to save one life?

A popular authoraid that Jesus took on the Greeks and Romans in M7 18his just did not

happen. In the last part of Mt 17 the tax collectors asked Christ to pay the tax and he did, stating
that it was best not to give offense to them. In Mt 16 Christ visited thetadtCaesarea

Philippi which, prior to Herod the Great, was a sanctuary of Pan (the Greek God) but there was

no indication that he even went into the cit
the district. The author wants to make a pthat Christ was very much in favor of political
activism and Atook ono the government. This

of fenseo.

A popular author states that AOur Lord warne
millstone aound his neck and jump into the sea than to destroy the minds of children who
believe in himdé. The actual quote is MT 18: 6
believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to have a great millstone fastemedhisuneck

and to be drowned in the depth of the seao.
in America and is attempting to prove Christ forbad us to teach other than Christian morals in
school. The terms fAcandgeotarsei notanhtefndamer b
can destroy a mind without causing to sin, orwieesa. The author had the option of correctly

guoting Christdés words and interpreting then
not choose thatpiion.

A congressional study released on December 1, 2004 reports that millions of children in the

United States are taught ndfalse, or misleadi
program which focuses solely on abstinence to prevent tegnancy and sexually transmitted

di sease. AMaj or errors and distortions of pu
statements:

A Half of gay male teens in the US test positive for the AIDS virus

12C
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Touching a personodognagcgni tals can resul t i
Condoms fail to prevent HIV in heterosexual sex nearly a third of the time

A 43 day old fetus is a thinking person

Women who abort are more prone to suicide and as many as 10 percent become sterile

> > > > >

The AIDS virus can be spread by sweat and

The Pope and the head of the Vaticandés offic
and the AIDS virus can pass through latex condoms.

At a recent rally in Oklahoma a majoolitical evangelicastated marriage was becoming non
existent in coutries that recognize gay marriage. He said that 80% of all children in Norway are
born out of wedlock. The truth is just under 50% of births in that country are out of wedlock and
the trend against marriage started in the 1970s while the nation begamzecpgamesex

unions in 1993.

A significant political mailing was sent out in 2004 in Arkansas and West Virginia which had a
picture of the bible with the words fAbannedo
proposal with theiwor dhfealAlrkwend@sownai |l i ng r e
éif you do not voteo.

Which of the following are demonstratively and strictly true statements?

The Theory of Evolution denies the existence of God.

| f you oppose usi ng petge of tllegiante yowapmbgerGodGo d 0

AIDS is Gods punishment for sin.

The Ten Commandments are the basis for the American legal system.

If you are homosexuaiou will go to hell.

Homosexual wunions will destroy the fAsanct
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| am sure thethere are many who will say one of two things, they will either deny that anything
in this chapter actually constitutes misinformation or they will say that it is ok to exaggerate if
the cause is just, such as tihne tthreutfhi guitl la gsaei
There is no justification in Christds messag

distortion of the truth.

Judge them by their own standards. If they lie, exaggerate, or misrepresent, they fail that
standad.

41130 8 3132
122

David VanLandinghamfiPoliticians Veto their Gaodl



Hypocrisy
Chapter 9

Given that Christians believe God is both all powerful and all knowing and the current popular
concept that Jesus is such a personal God, coupled with our review so far concerning his requirem
for activism in the area of assigj the disadvantaged, it is incredible that this chapter is necessary.
You would suppose that Christians would hold the position that you cannot fool God.

ATo some who were confident of their own
else,Jesustod t hi s parable: ATwo men went up t ¢
and the other a tax collector. The Pharis
thank you that | am not like other n@erobbers, evildoers, adulteredsor even like this

taxcolle t or . | fast twice a week and give a
at a distance. He would not even | ook wup
Christian God, have mercy on me, tesinne
other, went home justified before God. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled,
and he who humbles *himself will be exalte

r

AThen Jesus went through the towns and vi
Jerusal em. Someoarce acrikleyd difmewoéphewopl, e goi
said to them, OMake every effort to enter
tell you, will try to enter and will not be able to. Once the owner of the house gets up

and closes the door, you will standtgide knocking and pleading, 'Sir, open the door

for us.' But he will answer, 'l don't know you or where you come from.' Then you will

say, 'We ate and drank with you, and you taught in our streets.' But he will reply, 'l

don't know you or where you comerfi. Away from me, all you evildoers!" There will

be weeping there, and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham, Isaac and Jacob

and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, but you yourselves thrown out. People

will come from east and west and north andtepand will take their places at the

feast in the kingdom of God. Indeed there are those who are last who will be first, and
first who™will be last.?od

AEnter through the narrow gate. For wide
to destructionand many enter through it. But small is the gate and narrow the road

that leads to life, and only a few find it. Watch out for false prophets. They come to

you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves. By their fruit you will
recognizehem. Do people pick grapes from thornbushes, or figs from thistles?

Likewise every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. A good tree
cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit. Every tree that does not
bear good frit is cut down and thrown into the fire. Thus, by their fruit you will

412) k 18:9-14
4131 k 13:22:30
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recogni ze them. ANot everyone who says to
of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. Many will say

to me on that da 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name

drive out demons and perform many miracles?' Then | will tell them plainly, 'l never

knew you. Away from me, you evildoérkerefore everyone wiieears these words

of mine and puts themtmpracticeis like a wise man who built his house on the

rock. The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that
house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock. But everyone who
hears these words of miaed does not put them into practice is like a foolish man

who built his house on sand. The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds

bl ew and beat against that*™house, and it

The last of the above quotes is one of my fagsr It puts emphasis on the actions of the false
prophets and tYhoius ntihgahptt earcéts Itiokpei can ar dent C
thingi f you do not dAwalk the walko by putting

"Be careful rotoft o idydntyeowrs nGastd before me
you do, you will have no reward from your Father in heaven. So when you give to the
needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and
on the streets, to be honoredrogn. | tell you the truth, they have received their

reward in full. But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what
your right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in secret. Then your Father, who
sees what is done in secret, wélvard you. And when you pray, do not be like the
hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners
to be seen by men. | tell you the truth, they have received their reward in full. But
when you pray, go into your rooripse the door and pray to your Father, who is
unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. And
when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard
because of their many words. Do not be likem, for your Father knows what you

need before*™you ask him.o

AWhen you fast, do not | ook somber as t he
faces to show men they are fasting. | tell you the truth, they have received their

reward in full. But wien you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, so that it

will not be obvious to men that you are fasting, but only to your Father, who is
unseen; and your Father, who se'*®dsWokeat is
to you, teachersofthelassnd Phari sees, you hypocrites!
houses and for a show make lengthy prayers. Therefore you will be punished more
seveflel y. o

A4Mt 7:13-27
5 Mt 6:1-8
418 Mt 6:16-18
“1"Mt 23:13 Mk 12:4Q Lk 20:47
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These passages contradict the importancedhgcal evangelicalplace on public
demonstrations of piety. Bly are counter productive, they lead to hypocrisy. Christians are
clearly told that prayer and charity is most properly conducted in secret. Those who go on and on

Ababblingod |l ong prayers are | i ke pagans. Chr
repetition is unnecessary. The practice of honoring those who pray, give to charity and make
sacrifices in public violates Christds messa

knowing, he understands human weaknesses and motivation. tHisgveoncerning performing
in public must have been for a reason, his explanation and warning must be valid. People tend to
play to an audience for the reward of recognition; for people to admire them. When that becomes

the reason for your actionsthercsh acti ons are no | onger fArigh
recognition to become the incentive when the temptation exists. There is no such temptation if no

one knows that you are praying. There is a d
ressoning.

Thepolitical evangelicalemphasize public demonstrations of Christian allegiance arguing that
Christ said dAlet your | ight shinebo, however,

"You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light

a lamp andput it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to

everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light shine beforéhatethey may see
yourgooddeedand praise your® Father in heaven.d

ABy this all mweane my disciplestiyau ove orte armthefy

Again we see that public displays of piety o
Christian. The only way, according to Christ, to define a Christian is by how that Christian treats
others.

"What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. He went to the first and said,

60Son, go and work today in the vineyard. 0
his mind and went. "Then the father went to the other son and said the sagnéithi
answered, o0l will, sir,d6 but he did not g

The first,” they answered?

Rhetoric isnét Christianity, action i s.

8 Mt 5:14-16
4193n 13:35
420 Mt 21:2832
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A major effort by thepolitical evangelicalss legislation controlling the ability dhristian Churches

to make public their fAacknowledgemento of th
should allow for public prayer in such places as schools and governmental functions. They appear
believe that our Nation would be betteee r ved i f i1t all owed for mon
Commandment so to be placed on government al P
in various documents and public utterances.

We will not address the separation of church and state issuesiWelw det er mi ne Chr
position on public demonstrations of piety.

The philosophy of thpolitical evangelicals s t hat a good Christian m
piety in public with prayer, and other acknowledgements of their God. The good Christian must
let their |light shine before mankind. Chri st
between living the Christian life and performing Christian acts so that other people will see your
piety. He explained just how one is to let their light shiva by specific intent but as a by

product of the Christian life of love and good works. Christ never gave the impression that one
should pray in public to demonstrate that they love God because Christ was unconcerned with
such demonstration; his philggoy was that it is critical to be honest and that it is actually

valueless to perform ritual to impress other human beings.

There are many interesting aspects to the discussion of Christian prayer, but one is critical. The
political evangelicalaredemamling that prayer be allowed in school. Sounds like a good thing?

The problem is that prayer performed as commanded by Christ is already allowed in every

school, everywhere, at any time, by anyone. Any person can say a short, silent prayer between
themselve and their God and fully comply with Christ guidelines. On the other hand, public

prayer has warnings from Christ. What are the motives gidghtical evangelicalén their
insisting that our children be dcaryanthitmusthat C
be made public? The damage done to the child is two fold;

A They are taught that Christ is wrong.

A They are taught that they will be rewarded for praying publicly by their parents or their
ministers (which means, in accordance with thegtss they forfeit any reward from the
Christian God)

Why do thepolitical evangelicalesist that children be allowed to pray out loud at school, or adults
at public meetings? They could just as easy, actually easier, mentally form a short pralyerand
critical partners in that prayer would, alone, know that the prayer occurred and there would be no

2IMt 6:1
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chance that the prayer would be wronglal mot.
about powerthe political evangelicalslo not wah such prayers for two reasons;

A If people get comfortable talking to their God without the need for ministers, many of the
political evangelicalsvould be out of work.

A Public prayer is both advertising and coercion for the evangelical. If they couldopleve
culture where folks are shunned for not praying in public, venues for such prayers would
i ncrease i n busi neeaswoddtohverhauhofembasrassmemorn p r
confusion about Christds take on prayer.

Christ gave example, as he didt many things he considered important.

nAfter he had di smi ssed
h

t hem, pray. Whennt wup
evening came, H%® was t r

ere alone. 0

AVery early in the morning, while it was
of f to a solitary*”place, where he prayed.
ABut Jesus often withdr®w to |lonely place

A real quandary faced by tipolitical evangelicalss the failure to get what they ask for in their

public prayers. Prayer has developed into a phenomwhereby you are praying for something,

you want something from God. If you ask God for victory before a battle or a football game and
you lose there must be an explanation. Why did you lose? After all, the value of public prayer
diminishes dramaticaflif it accomplishes nothing. This is just another example of why deviation
from a sound philosophy sometimes has multiple repercussions. If you had prayed silently, you
would not have this problem, you would have to justify to no one why you lost thes doagh

t hough you sought your Christian Godds hel p.
your God. That is still a significant problem as we are discussing the path to salvation but you at
least do not have a problem justifying your paycheck to jalowers.

Thepolitical evangelicalh ave coined a number of excuses f

works in mysterious wayso, #f@Ait wasndt meant
neededo, fAyou have sinmedocaomdsicn,enandvian. CA
First of all, God doesnd6t work in mysterious
*22Mt 14:23 Mk 6:46 Lk 6:12

Mk 1:35

41k 5:16
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behavior is spelled out in his message contained in the gospels. He promised us clarity not
mystery.

Equally important, aarding to Christ, is that there is only one single reason why a prayer would
fail to gain you exactly what you ask request.

Alf you believe, you will eceive whateve
ATherefore | tell you, wJethdatpouleavereceoved a s k f
it, and it**will be yours.o

AEverything is poss®ble for him who belie

The one single criterion for the success of prayer is belief. According to Christ, if your prayer
fails, it is because you lacked real faith. It isesple as that.

Christ gave his disciples the power to heal the sick. But again, that power depends on belief, on
faith.

AWhen they came to the crowd, a man a
have mercy on my s onandiss$ufferirg gready. He 6ftde h
falls into the fire or into the water. | brought him to your disciples, but they could not
heal hi m. o6 60 unbelieving and perverse g
stay with you? How long shall | putupwithou? Bring the boy here
rebuked the demon, and it came out of the boy, and he was healed from that moment.

ppro
as S

Then the disciples came to Jesus in priva
He replied, 0Bec austelyguthetruthadfyoe hasedfaithast t | e f
smal | as a mustard seed, you can say to t
it will move. Nothindg®will be impossible

Jesus Christ unmistakably said if you have faith, nothing will be imdedsibyou, and he

clearly said, your prayer will fail if you have insufficient faith. Why do ploéitical evangelicals

insist that their God was wrong, that there are other reasons for the failure of prayer, that you
cannot really move mountains and thegardless of your faith some things are impossible? How
can a religious leader insist that God is all powerful, that you must believe in his words, that you

425 Mt 21:22
426 Mk 11:24
42"Mk 9:23

428 Mt 17:20
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must study the bible, but then when Christos
political evangelicalgo in the opposite direction? It is no wonder that their followers are
confused as to the requirement to foll ow Chr
as you like.

AWoe to you, teacher s @dcritas!¥eu giveeaventaafd Phar
your spiced mint, dill and cummin. But you have neglected the more important

matters of the lad justice, mercy and faithfulness. You should have practiced the

latter, without neglecting the former. You blind guides! You swatra gnat but

swallow a camel.

Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You clean the outside
of the cup and dish, but inside they are full of greed andrsiligence. Blind

Pharisee! First clean the inside of the cup and distd then the outside also will be
clean.

Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You are like
whitewashed tombs, which look beautiful on the outside but on the inside are full of
dead men's bones and everything unclean. In the s&y, on the outside you

appear to people as righteous but on the inside you are full of hypocrisy and
wickedness“®’

Christ hated hypocrites. He hated people who made themselves look good to the public but who,
internally, did not follow his commandmisn Outward appearances meant nothing to Christ,
whether it was prayer, tithing, dress or charity or whatever, he despised anyone who postured but
neglected the important things.

AYet at the same time many evenuseofong t he
the Pharisees they would not confess their faith for fear they would be put out of the
synagoguefor they loved praise from men more than praise from. Gben Jesus

cried out, "When a man believes in me, he does not believe in me only, buine the

who sent me. When he looks at me, he sees the one who sent me. | have come into the
world as a light, so that no one who believes in me should stay in darkness. "As for

the person who hears my words but does not keep them, | do not judge him. For I did

not come to judge the world, but to save it. There is a judge for the one who rejects

me and does not accept my words; that very word which | spoke will condemn him at

the last day. For | did not speak of my own accord, but the Father who sent me

commandé me what to say and how to say it. | know that his command leads to
eternal life. So whatever | sa% is just w

429\t 23:2328
430 3n 12:4250
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