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Introduction  

 

As Americans we are free to hold whatever religious beliefs we like. However, once 

religion enters into the realm of politics, we are obliged to verify the credibility of those 

who sponsor this effort just as we would with any political concept. 

 

With the recent reemergence of the religious/political movement in the U.S. it would 

seem sufficient interest would be generated in determining the reliability of its leadership. 

The potential effect on the U.S. culture is significant, not only for ñChristiansò but for all 

Americans. Civil rights, health, personal freedoms, and a potentially wide variety of other 

issues are at stake. A great number of people will be negatively affected even if the 

leadership of the religious/political movement is correct and our culture, as a whole, 

benefits. Those negatively affected will not just be the non-Christians as a large number 

of Christians hold beliefs that are contradictory to those held by the folks who are the 

driving force behind the movement that I will refer to as political evangelicals. 

 

Normally when analyzing a political movement or initiative, one must critique its basic 

principles. That would present a problem with a religious movement. Those who believe 

are not to be swayed by debate as faith does not depend on logic or evidence.  

 

That is ok. It happens that we are provided a measure of credibility which should be 

acceptable to all concerned.  

 

It is not necessary to challenge the existence of the Christian God or of the accuracy of 

the four gospels which contain his life and teachings. I am not going to question the basic 

belief of Christians on these two issues. An examination of the credibility of the political 

evangelicals does not depend on either issue. 

 

For this analysis of the political evangelicalsô credibility and therefore their right to 

represent their issues as Christian morality, two questions are appropriate: 

 

1. Do they believe sufficiently in their own God, for whom they claim to be 

legislating, so as to personally follow the principles he taught? 

2.  Do they promote issues that are substantially consistent with their Godôs 

critical teachings? 
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If the answer to either of these questions is no, then I submit that these political 

evangelicals have failed their own standards of morality and credibility. Their issues must 

be rejected as the basis for the legislation of American morality. One might question the 

premise that anyone must actually practice a political theory for it to be valid, but in this 

case, I believe we can confidently say that the failure to practice a Christian lifestyle 

shows sufficient lack of commitment to Christian morality as to disqualify anyone from 

trying to coerce, through legislation, conformity to that rejected morality.  

 

A political evangelical recently made the pronouncement in regards to an end of life decision in 

the Terri Schiavo case that, as a culture, America should ñAlways err on the side of lifeò. That 

appears to be a profound and worthy commitment. So, let us apply our two questions. For the 

first, the proponentôs commitment, letôs assume for a moment that we are dealing with a position 

consistent with Christôs philosophy. How has the proponent applied the principle in his life, does 

he demonstrate sufficient integrity to meet his own standards? Letôs say he has the authority to 

pardon criminals on death row either as president or a state governor. If he does not consistently 

err on the side on life in clemency hearings, then there is a clear lack of credibility and personal 

integrity. Then, is the principle consistent with Christôs philosophy, that is, life ALWAYS is the 

first consideration? We will discuss this issue in length later but Christ held that there were a 

number of ñvaluesò that are more important than life. But think for a moment, as a culture we 

have always held such things as duty, honor, justice, compassion, love and even deterrence as the 

ñgreater goodsò.  

 

Before we proceed, I must make it clear from the start that my personal beliefs are 

irrelevant. I am not attempting to legislate my philosophy nor am I attempting either to 

promote or dissuade the practice or belief in Christianity. Until I start to coerce others to 

believe as I believe or to legislate based on my beliefs, I am free, as an American, to 

believe without challenge any religion I choose, or no religion at all if that is my 

preference.  

 

The simple purpose of this book is to review the Christian Godôs mandates and compare 

these to the policies and lifestyles of the political evangelicals. If there are significant 

divergences then the American public should not accept the political evangelicals as their 

Christian moral leaders and should reject their legislative efforts in favor of those with 

more credibility.  

 

The subject matter of this book should not be rejected off handedly by non-Christians as 

religious and therefore irrelevant to their thought process.  Non-Christians stand to lose as 

much as Christians if the political evangelicals prove to be disingenuous. They also stand 

to gain, as all America would probably gain, if morality substantiates legislation. In either 

case it seems absurd to discount the analysis of a political movement simply because that 

movement is religious. Non-Christians also will be faced with deciding between two 

candidates, both of who claim to be Christians and therefore moral, yet have opposing 

moral viewpoints. 
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Most of the political evangelicals promote the premise that the average American cannot 

fully understand the message of the Christian God, and that we need their guidance. This 

premise has been with us for hundreds of years. It would seem to give them an edge in 

any challenge to their credibility as such a question could simply be rejected with the 

argument that we do not fully understand Godôs word while they are better educated, 

have been ñchosenò, ordained, or otherwise better qualified to understand. Since we are 

discussing philosophy and religion, this argument, on surface, appears to be valid. I know 

from a personal standpoint that reading and understanding Thomas Aquinasô ñSumma 

Theologicaò is a real chore. Those with a degree in sacred theology are certainly much 

better suited to the task. Religion or philosophy can be difficult to understand if that is its 

purpose, or if it were written in complex terms, as most philosophies are and sometimes 

must be.  

 

If that is the case for Christianity, then I have no valid authority for this book. If the 

Christian God created his religion such that only ñchosenò ministers can understand it, 

then I must admit that I have not been chosen and therefore all of my effort can be 

rejected as meaningless babble with the comment that I do not understand the Christian 

God.  

 

So, we are faced with the questions of my, and your, competency in understanding the 

Christian God and our ability to understand the basis of Christianity when selecting a 

Christian politician bent on legislating morality. 

 

Fortunately, we are able to resolve both questions using the same standards with which 

we must judge the political evangelicals themselves.  

 

For the moment we are going to adopt the premise that if God said something then it is 

true. We will get back to the issue later, but for now, I doubt that any Christian would 

disagree. But for non-Christians I am going to re-establish my working foundation. It 

doesnôt matter if you believe in the Christian God or any God at all. The political 

evangelicals believe in the Christian God, we are challenging their right to legislate 

American morality because they are not sufficiently committed to their own God to either 

live Christian lives or to conform their legislation to their Christian Godôs overall 

philosophy or in many cases the specific teachings of that God. Non-Christians have a 

civic duty to analyze the programs of their legislators, and the most accurate standard of 

Christianity is the teachings of Christ, it doesnôt matter if you believe he was God or had 

integrity, it matters that any politician who believes they have a messenger from God, and 

does not follow that message has no credibility. 
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The contention that Christianity is somehow mystical and inexplicable except by the 

ñchosenò violates the Christian Godôs teachings: 

 

Á Christians are required by what Christ called the greatest commandment to 

understand their religion and to use their minds in the pursuit of that religion. 

Á Christ promised that there were to be no secrets in his teachings, that he told us 

everything in advance.  

Á Christ warned that there would be two influences faced by Christians which must 

cause them to distrust anyone who claims to be a leader. These influences are 

ñfalse prophetsò, and Satan.  

Á Christ warned that Christians must be on guard against the teaching of ministers 

because they will attempt to make things complicated and secret.    

 

If the average individual was unable to understand the Christian God then the mandate of 

the Christian God in his prime commandment cannot be accomplished. Further, while the 

Christian God could have created a religion that is difficult to understand, that is not the 

case if God himself said that in his religion nothing was secret all was revealed. The last 

two items in the above list address folks like the political evangelicals and to all who 

would tend to accept their teachings at face value. The Christian God himself said to be 

on guard because there will be folks who will attempt to fool you, there will be folks who 

will materially profit from the teaching of Christianity and those who want to destroy 

Christianity through false teachings. Christians must understand for themselves Christôs 

teachings to combat these challenges. If Christôs message was mysterious or 

understandable by only the ñchosenò, there would be no way for Christians to protect 

themselves from the false prophets.   

 

The Christian God never intended his religion to be mystical or need interpretation and 

therefore any of the political evangelicals who say that you cannot understand God has an 

ulterior motive because their own God contradicts them. I would propose one more 

recommendation to the non-Christian, and perhaps the Christian alike. Read the gospels. 

They are short, they are simple to understand, they are repetitive and they are relatively 

consistent. It does not take a degree in sacred theology to understand the Christian Godôs 

message as presented in the gospels.  The degree comes into play if you need to justify 

exceptions or cause confusion. Ask yourself why the political evangelicals never 

recommend that you read the gospels for Christôs message, rather they divert you with 

the entire bible. 

 

Exactly how simple is Christôs teachings? Well, here is the bottom line; Jesus said in 

three very short passages exactly what one must do to lead a moral life. In the first two, 

he was asked point blank what must be done to gain eternal life. In a few words he 

answered that question. In the third passage, he described specifically what positive 
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action must be accomplished on earth to merit salvation and avoid eternal damnation. His 

message in all three passages was consistent and unambiguous.  

 

1. ñOn one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. óTeacher,ô 

he asked, ówhat must I do to inherit eternal life?ô óWhat is written in the 

Law?ô he replied. óHow do you read it?ô He answered: óLove the Lord 

your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 

strength and with all your mind; and, Love your neighbor as yourself.ô 

óYou have answered correctly,ô Jesus replied.ô óDo this and you will 

live.ò
1
   

 

2. ñGood teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?ô Jesus answered. 
óyou know the commandments: óDo not commit adultery, do not murder, 

do not steal, do not give false testimony, honor your father and mother 

and love your neighbor as yourself.ô óAll these I have kept,ò the he said. 

ñWhat do I still lack?ô óYou still lack one thing. Sell everything you have 

and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven.ò
2
  

 

3. ñWhen the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he 
will sit on his throne in heavenly glory. All the nations will be gathered 

before him, and he will separate the people one from another as a 

shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. He will put the sheep on his 

right and the goats on his left. Then the King will say to those on his right, 

óCome, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the 

kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. For I was 

hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me 

something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed 

clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in 

prison and you came to visit me.ô Then the righteous will answer him, 

óLord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you 

something to drink? When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or 

needing clothes and clothe you? When did we see you sick or in prison 

and go to visit you?ô The King will reply, óI tell you the truth, whatever 

you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.ô 

Then he will say to those on his left, óDepart from me, you who are cursed, 

into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. For I was 

hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me 

nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed 

clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick and in prison and you did not 

look after me.ô They also will answer, óLord, when did we see you hungry 

or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not 

                                                 
1
 Lk 10:25-28 

2
 Mt 19:16-21, Mk 10:17-21, Lk  18:18-22 
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help you?ô He will reply, óI tell you the truth, whatever you did not do for 

one of the least of these, you did not do for me.ô Then they will go away to 

eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.ò
3
 

 

These were the passages of the gospels in which Christ said what was required for 

salvation. If one were to take Jesus at his word, and that seems a prudent thing for a 

Christian to do, then these are exactly what is required for ñeternal lifeô. They therefore 

represent the sum and substance of Christian Doctrine since ñeternal lifeò is the whole 

point of Christôs mission.  

 

Where is the mysticism? Where is the confusion? What needs interpreting? 

 

Christ was further asked to identify the greatest commandments. His response was 

consistent with the above: 

 

ñTeacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?" Jesus replied:  

óLove the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with 

all your mind.ô This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is 

like it: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.' All the Law and the Prophets hang on 

these two commandments.ò
4
 

 

ñôThe most important one,ô answered Jesus, óis this: 'Hear, O Israel, the Lord 

our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with 

all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.' The second is 

this: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.' There is no commandment greater than 

these." Well said, teacher," the man replied. "You are right in saying that God 

is one and there is no other but him. To love him with all your heart, with all 

your understanding and with all your strength, and to love your neighbor as 

yourself is more important than all burnt offerings and sacrifices.ò
5
 

 

We are going to discuss a number of other passages as we progress but you will find, as 

you will find if you read the gospels yourself, there is little which is complicated or 

difficult to understand. As a matter of fact, the rest of the gospels, Christôs teaching, his 

life, and his parables do little more that amplify these simple passages. After all, Christ 

taught that the Great commandments are the basis of all the other commandments. The 

majority of the gospels and of Christôs message revolve around two simple moral themes, 

 

                                                 
3
 Mt 25:31-46,  

4
 Mt 22:36-39,  

5
 Mk 12:29-33 
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 the requirement to help others and,  

 

 the requirement not to hurt others.  

 

I am not saying that compliance with these commandments is simple. I am simply 

demonstrating that understanding Christôs gospels and philosophy is not difficult. You 

can believe what you like about these commandments but since they represent the 

essence of Christianity, if the ñmoralityò of the political evangelicals stray from these 

tenets then you have reason to question their credibility. If they do not live these tenets 

you have reason to question their audacity when they dictate your morality. To be 

credible, the political evangelicals must live and teach the same primary tenets as does 

their God, and these have been presented clearly and concisely above. 

 

I have presented a quick sketch of what Jesus defined as morality. This introduction 

would benefit from one further quick sketch aimed directly at anyone who claims for 

themselves a leadership role in Christianity. Christ gave both specific instructions and 

aggressive warnings for those who were to be spreading his gospels; a category into 

which, I believe, the political evangelicals would place themselves. Christôs disciples 

were given two missions, teach his message (his commandments, his gospels) and heal 

the sick. His warnings were to avoid hypocrisy, not to profit from teaching the gospels, 

and that no one is superior to anyone else. He also gave us two specifics to identify those 

who are obviously not his disciples but more akin to ñfalse prophetsò: 

 

 ñany of you who does not give up everything he has cannot be my discipleò.6
  

 

 ñBy this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.ò
7
 

 

A recent article by the Associated Press (Richard Ostling) Feb 26, 2005, discussed the 

report of a survey by the National Study of Youth and Religion at the University of North 

Carolina. The article began, ñThe majority of American teens believe in God and worship 

in conventional congregations, but their religious knowledge is remarkably shallow and 

they have a tough time expressing the difference that faith makes in their lives.ò It 

concludes, ñMany were so detached from the traditions of their faith, says the report, that 

theyôre virtually following a different creed in which an undemanding God exists mostly 

to solve problems and make people feel good. Truth in any absolute, theological sense, 

takes a back seatò. 

 

                                                 
6
 Lk 14:25-33 

7
 Jn 13:35 
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Christôs mandate to his disciples when he sent them out was to teach his philosophy and 

heal the sick. If, as the survey says, 82% of teenagers are affiliated with a religious 

congregation and the folks who run the congregations are responsible for spreading the 

gospels (Christ told Peter, 
ñ
and the gospel must first be preached to all nationsò

8
) 82% of 

our teenagers should be very conversant with the basics of Christianity. The survey 

shows they are not. In addition to the conclusion stated above, only 49% ñdefinitelyò 

believe in life after death. The promise of eternal life is the foundation of Christianity
9
. 

There are twenty six references in the gospels that promise eternal life. It is a colossal 

failure of Christian leadership that while 82% of our teens attend a religious 

congregation, only 49% believe in eternal life. Itôs as if church attendance was the 

definition of Christianity rather than Christôs message. 

 

Those of you who are both relatively familiar with the gospels (through your own 

readings not from passages selected by your Christian leader)  and have occasion to talk 

to Christians about their beliefs or even read some of the scriptural quotes by Christian 

leadership have a fairly good sense that the results of this study are reliable.  

 

I personally do not understand how anyone who believes that a God took human form 

and came to earth to teach salvation can refrain from studying for themselves their Godôs 

message. It would seem that eternal life and the preservation from ñhell fireò would be 

sufficient incentive to read and understand the gospels. But everyone is entitled to do as 

they like in this matter. On the other hand, I fully understand why many of the political 

evangelicals obfuscate Christôs message and I, under the American constitution, am 

absolutely entitled to challenge their leadership and motives. They are politicians 

campaigning for public power, and are therefore subject to public scrutiny. It is fairly 

obvious that they must obscure Christôs teaching behind a pile of rhetoric because 

Christôs teachings would prevent them from obtaining or keeping their financial rewards. 

Those teachings would place them on exactly the same moral and spiritual footing as 

every other citizen and would destabilize their power structure. Those teachings would 

require them to place the sick and the poor at the top of their list of priorities. 

 

Some will say that you cannot take the gospels literally or that Christ actually meant this or that. 

Who should Christians trust for their interpretation of morality, political evangelicals or Jesus 

Christ? What Christian in their right mind would discount Christôs actual words for the opinion 

of a politician who stands to gain politically and financially? 

 

A final note. I have struggled with the format of this book concerning the use of gospel quotes. 

When the same circumstance and citation is found in more than one of the gospels I reference all 

                                                 
8
 Mk 13:10 

9
 Mt 18:8, Mt 19:6, Mt 19:29, Mt 25:41, Mt 25:46, Mk 3:29, Mk 10:17, Mk 10:30, Lk 10:25, Lk 16:19, Lk 18:18, 

Lk 18:30, Jn 3:15-16, Jn 3:36, Jn 4:14, Jn 4:36, Jn 5:24, Jn 5:39, Jn 6:27, Jn 6:40, Jn 6:54, Jn 6:68, Jn 10:28, Jn 

12:25, Jn 12:50, Jn 17:2- 3 
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sources in the footnote. When I simply presented a position such as ñThe promise of eternal life 

is the foundation of Christianityò
10

 I presented the supporting passages in the footnote as shown. 

However, when the same concept is expressed or demonstrated under different circumstances 

during Christôs life, I attempt to use each in the body of the text. You may find my use of 

multiple and/or repetitive quotes tedious, however, several principles are involved. First, I have 

attempted to maintain consistency with the gospels and with Christôs life and lesions. He stressed 

certain issues through repetition and by different approaches while others he demonstrated much 

less emphasis. Second, there is a tendency in the religious community to select obscure passages 

to make points, when I quote multiple sources which demonstrate a variety of ways Christ made 

the same point it lends credibility to the issue. Third, many of Christôs words are applicable to 

different lessons and so need repeated. Fourth, some of the quotes, such as the concepts of the 

Two Great Commandments as the basis of Christianity, are so foreign to our preconceptions that 

they seem to be need repetition. Finally, I must assume that Christians have full and complete 

trust in Christôs omnipotence and the use of divine revelation in the creation of his message and 

the gospels. Therefore, for Christians, there must be a reason for so much repetition in the 

gospels. To fail to convey this aspect dilutes Christôs position on each issue.  

 

Never-the-less, these reasons for repetition do not resolve the tendency toward tediousness. It 

would be my suggestion, if you are inclined away from so much reiteration, to skim over or even 

skip some of the quotes. If the conclusion drawn corresponds with your thought process, you are 

fine, if not, you may want more of Christôs own words by which to form your conclusion and 

might later reread all of the quotes. 

                                                 
10

 Mt 18:8, Mt 19:6, Mt 19:29, Mt 25:41, Mt 25:46, Mk 3:29, Mk 10:17, Mk 10:30, Lk 10:25, Lk 16:19, Lk 18:18, 

Lk 18:30, Jn 3:15-16, Jn 3:36, Jn 4:14, Jn 4:36, Jn 5:24, Jn 5:39, Jn 6:27, Jn 6:40, Jn 6:54, Jn 6:68, Jn 10:28, Jn 

12:25, Jn 12:50, Jn 17:2- 3 
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With your Entire Mind  

Chapter 1 

 

The presidential election of 2004 has been described as one of moral values. The results have 

prompted the Christian faction many refer to as the religious right to declare a public mandate 

following what they see as their victory. 

 

One of the most cherished freedoms in America is that we all are free to believe and practice 

religion as we like. However, any legislative effort is subject to critique and once religion crosses 

the line from personal belief to public policy it is the duty of every citizen to examine the 

principles involved.  

 

We are seeing the development of what I have referred to as the political evangelicals. Their 

objective is to influence, through the election of their members; the lobbying of others in the 

legislature; the control of the executive and the judicial branches; and the defeat of their 

opponents, the conversion of their system of morals into American public policy and law.  

 

Before I proceed I must emphasize that neither I nor this book have the intention of either 

promoting or disparaging Christianity as taught by Jesus Christ. My concern is that the majority 

of these political evangelicals are fostering a variety of Christianity that is substantially foreign 

to the teachings of Jesus Christ. As a result we are developing a generation of American 

Christians who actually know very little about Christôs philosophy and fundamentally fail to 

follow his leadership or principles. If there is any value in Christianity as a moral system, it is 

lost because this leadership lacks the credibility necessary to morally persuade the ñfaithfulò. 

Their plan to compensate for this lack of persuasiveness is to have the government enforce what 

they cannot inspire. They cannot inspire because they preach but do not live Christian lives. 

They cannot persuade because their ñChristianò message is inconsistent with Christôs teachings 

conveying the perception that itôs proper to replace the essence of Godôs words with a personal 

human agenda. Their message is that it is ok to substitute your own preferences, aggrandizement, 

laziness, and prejudices for the sacrifices and hard work necessary to comply with the lifestyle 

Christôs philosophy demands. Christ demands honest commitment; they demand outward 

displays of righteousness and the condemnation of others. Their morality is not good for the 

nation because it lacks substance. In Christôs words, ñwhen anyone hears the message about the 

kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in his 

heart é the man who hears the word and at once receives it with joy. But since he has no root, 

he lasts only a short time.ò
11

  

 

A caution before I proceed. Not every position attributed to the political evangelicals in this book 

is applicable to every political evangelical since there are numerous opinions and interpretations 

                                                 
11

 Mt 13:19-21 
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to be had among the Christian leadership. It is almost impossible to pin down more than a few 

beliefs that all share, but that is further indication that there is a problem somewhere.  

 

It would be extremely naive to think that with this movement we are experiencing something 

new. Christianity has been with us for two thousand years and for a majority of that time the 

Church has dominated a long series of governments. We have seen forced conversions, 

executions, inquisitions, religious wars, and witch burnings. Millions have been tortured and 

slaughtered in the name of Christianity. Partnering church and state has historically not been 

proven to be effective. 

 

We are not limited to history as our justification for the critique of the Church/State partnership. 

The founder of Christianity specifically warned against those who would pervert his teachings 

for their own benefit. They are called ñfalse prophetsò
12

. We were also warned against those who 

play the roles of religious statesmen who in Christôs time were known as the Pharisees
13

. He 

warned of hypocrisy and abuse of power.  He also reminded us of the influence of Satan. He 

specifically warned that everyone who ñsays Lord, Lordò
14

 is not necessarily bound for heaven. 

How could it be wrong to scrutinize the leadership with this type of guidance? 

 

It is best to have a standard by which to judge any political or social movement. How does one 

evaluate Christianity? There is only one way. Those who believe base their belief not on science 

or evidence but on faith. Therefore, the only way to evaluate Christian leadership is by its own 

standard. The standard of Christianity is the teachings of Jesus Christ. The only way to judge the 

credibility of the political evangelicals is by those teachings as they are the embodiment of their 

belief. You may ask why you or I am qualified to engage in such an evaluation as most of us 

have no degree in sacred theology nor are ordained as ministers. The answer is simple. Christians 

believe that their God divinely inspired the publication in the gospels of the life and teachings of 

Jesus Christ, the divine founder of Christianity. The gospels of Christ are the standards of 

Christianity. This book is relatively simple to read and understand. Christ promised that there 

would be no secrets concerning his teachings, he demanded in his greatest commandment that 

we use our minds and that we understand.  Either Jesusô life and teachings were recorded 

correctly or not. Either he is capable of keeping his promises or he is not. If not, then Christians 

have no reason to believe ñone iotaò of the gospels. If he was, then Christians have faith in his 

promise that ñThere is nothing concealed that will not be disclosed, or hidden that will not be 

made known.ò
15

 Therefore if one is Christian one must believe that Jesus kept his promise that 

nothing would be hidden, that his teachings would be clear and complete. If one believes in the 

possibility of Christian salvation one must believe that it is possible to meet the criteria of the 

greatest commandment, to believe with your entire mind, to understand
16

. The only direct source 

                                                 
12

 Mt 7:15, Mt 24:11, Mt 24:24, Mk 13:22, Lk 6:26 
13

 Mt 5:20, Mt 16:4-6, Mt 16:10-12, M 23:12-15, Mt 23:24-29, Mk 8:14-16, Lk 11:38-40, Lk 11:41-44, Lk 12:1-3, 

Lk 16:13-15,  
14

 Mt 7:21 
15

 Mt 10:26, Mk 4:22, Lk 8:17, Lk 12:2 
16

 Mk 12:29-33 
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of Christôs teachings is the gospels. I do not claim to be an expert in theology, but I, like most 

other Americans, am fully capable of reading and understanding the gospels.  

 

I anticipate that few would argue with my premise, that if we must legislate based on Christian 

morality we must at least assure that we have the benefit of Godôs influence rather than that of 

false prophets, but let me put it in further perspective. Christians believe that the Christian God 

has the intellect and the power to create the entire universe, to create a seemingly limitless 

existence of matter and energy, of life force, from nothing. Further, they believe that the 

Christian God has the interest and mental capacity to personally interact with every single being 

in this vast universe simultaneously through out the full expanse of time. It is well beyond 

human capacity to even imagine the intellectual and corporeal power of an entity such as this 

Christian God. Christians believe that that this incomprehensible entity was sufficiently 

concerned with the well being of each individual within his creation to manifest himself before 

us in human form, in the essence of Jesus Christ, with the objective of teaching us his concept of 

right and wrong, his demands for our behavior, for our system of morality. Comprehend, if you 

can, the differences of intellectual capacity of the human creatures who walk this earth and that 

of their creator who chose to walk with us. Surely our minds are closer in capacity to the 

insignificant worm than to the all knowing, all powerful Christ.  

 

But this is just the beginning. Christians believe the message Christ taught was that all who 

adhere to his guidance would, after their trial on earth, be transformed into an existence 

consisting of unimaginable happiness for all of eternity.  He taught, however, that those who fail 

to live as he demanded would also live for all eternity but suffering constant intolerable agony. 

We live for a short few decades and then assume an alternate existence lasting for eternity and 

that existence will be immeasurably more enjoyable or painful.  

 

Not only did Christ teach his message, he went to great length to assure that we understand just 

how serious he was, and how compassionate. He ended his ministry on earth in the most 

dramatic way possible. He, the all mighty God, subjected himself to torture and execution on the 

cross to be sure Christians understand the sincerity of his message and his promises.  

 

The Christian God who was ingenious enough to plan and execute the creation of the universe 

and who has sufficient intellect to commune with all humans simultaneously surely had 

sufficient foresight and faculty to say exactly what he wanted to say and to assure that his 

philosophy was properly recorded for all of posterity.  The Christian God who has sufficient 

compassion to assume human form and undergo torture and death to leave his message would 

not leave us confused or poorly instructed especially when he promised that his message would 

be clear.  

 

The most incredible question, given the above description of the Christian God which I believe 

would not at all be contradicted by Christians, is how could anyone rationally practice 

Christianity in a manner that differs even the slightest bit from Christôs teachings? How could 
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any human think that they have intellectual or moral competence to override, or improve the 

word of God?  Just as incredible, why would any human trust another human being when they 

say that they have the authority to ñinterpretò Godôs message? Sure, history is full of folks who 

say they have had divine inspiration, but why is that? Is a God such as described above not 

capable of leaving an adequate message, did he error, perhaps forget something, is it conceivable 

that he didnôt anticipate our modern world although time is irrelevant to his knowledge? Why 

would you trust anyone who said that they know what God really meant? Did God not really 

mean what he said? Given his ability, how is it possible that he did not mean exactly what he 

said?  

 

Perhaps you feel that God left us a confused message for some reason, perhaps a test of some 

sort. But what you are saying is that the gospels cannot be trusted to mean exactly what they say. 

If that is true, they have no credibility because if one concept is subject to interpretation then so 

is the entire rest of the book.  If they are the divinely inspired recorded words of Jesus/ God, as 

all Christians believe, then by what power can they be ñinterpretedò? The answer would be by 

someone who is divinely inspired. So, you have added a layer. Christ bothered to leave his 

message but he required that someone else interpret it? Remember that Christ promised that his 

message would be clear, but he also said, ñHeaven and earth will pass away, but my words will 

never pass away.ò
17

 He said, ñBut everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put 

them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand.ò
18

 Christ gave no doubt that 

his words were critical and enduring. It seems only logical to question the credibility of any 

Christian who professes the authority to change or even interpret Godôs words.  

 

The biggest question remains to be answered. With this incredible Christian God, giving 

instructions that can be understood exactly as he left them, a God who promised paradise in 

reward for following these words and hell for non-compliance, why would anyone who believed 

in this God want to risk following someone other than Christ? If you have been promised 

salvation for following his commandments, and you believe that to be true, why would you take 

the risk that someone may have an even better or easier way to get to heaven? Why would you 

believe that any human could produce a better way? You know the history of Christianity and 

you know Christôs warnings about false prophets, renegade religious statesmen, and Satan 

himself, so why would you trust anyone but the Christian God, why would you take the risk and 

bet all of eternity on someone else, especially someone who may well have an ulterior motive 

(money or power)? If you are a Christian, you believe that you are risking eternal damnation on 

the manner in which you follow Christôs words, so why are you relying on someone elseôs 

words? Even more incredible is why anyone would trust a politician with their eternal salvation! 

 

Perhaps you think that I am dwelling on this concept excessively, as most Christians would 

probably not disagree with my perception of the Christian God or of his message. My purpose is 

to demonstrate how very essential it is to Christians not to trust every politician who says, ñLord, 
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Lordò,
19

 who ñexalts himselfò,
20

 or ñwho do all their deeds to be noticed by menò.
21

 You are 

solely responsible for your salvation, you have Christôs guidance, so why should you imperil 

your eternal life because of the guidance of someone who has insufficient belief in Christôs 

teachings that they fail to lead their own lives as Christ dictated?  

 

There remains the possibility that the Christian God set up his religion so that folks like the 

political evangelicals have the knowledge and authority to ñinterpretò and enforce his religion for 

the rest of us. If that is the case, there must be some evidence of the transfer of that authority 

from Christ or even that Christ is not the ultimate authority.  

 

The possibility that there are other sources, perhaps even superior sources, than Jesus for the 

philosophies of Christianity necessitates some review. Current Christian practice and reference 

seems to support this theory with the stress placed on the Old Testament, the letters of Paul, 

ñCatholicò emphasis on ñTraditionò and the quantity of best selling Christian writers.  

 

Letôs examine the biblical reasoning behind our using Christôs teachings as the standards for 

Christianity and so, the standards with which to judge the credibility of the political evangelicals. 

 

Do the gospels indicate that Jesus is the highest Christian authority?  

 

Regardless of actual, possibly contradictory, practice, I believe that all Christianôs agree in the 

affirmative, and that is the basic premise of this book. But we have some specific guidance.  

 

ñIn the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; 

without him nothing was made that has been made. In him was life, and that life 

was the light of men.ò
22

  

 

ñThe true light that gives light to every man was coming into the world.ò
23

  

 

ñThe Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, 

the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and 

truth.ò
24
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ñFrom the fullness of his grace we have all received one blessing after another. For 

the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.ò
25

   

 

ñAn angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, óJoseph son of David, 

do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her 

is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the 

name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.ôò
26

  

 

ñDo not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God. You will be with child and 

give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus. He will be great and 

will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of 

his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom 

will never end.ò
27

  

 

ñWhile he was still speaking, a bright cloud enveloped them, and a voice from the 

cloud said, This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased. Listen to 

him!ò
28

 

 

ñ
The one who comes from above is above all; the one who is from the earth belongs 

to the earth, and speaks as one from the earth. The one who comes from heaven is 

above all. He testifies to what he has seen and heard, but no one accepts his 

testimony. The man who has accepted it has certified that God is truthful. For the one 

whom God has sent speaks the words of God, for God gives the Spirit without limit. 

The Father loves the Son and has placed everything in his hands. Whoever believes in 

the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God's wrath 

remains on him.ò
29

 

 

ñ
Yet at the same time many even among the leaders believed in him. But because of 

the Pharisees they would not confess their faith for fear they would be put out of the 

synagogue; for they loved praise from men more than praise from God. Then Jesus 

cried out, "When a man believes in me, he does not believe in me only, but in the 

one who sent me. When he looks at me, he sees the one who sent me. I have come 

into the world as a light, so that no one who believes in me should stay in darkness. 

As for the person who hears my words but does not keep them, I do not judge him. 

For I did not come to judge the world, but to save it. There is a judge for the one 
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who rejects me and does not accept my words; that very word which I spoke will 

condemn him at the last day. For I did not speak of my own accord, but the Father 

who sent me commanded me what to say and how to say it. I know that his 

command leads to eternal life. So whatever I say is just what the Father has told me 

to say.ò
30

 

 

If one accepts the scriptures, it is clear that Christ was to represent the truth; he is clearly the 

highest authority who will save people from sin and to whom God demanded mankind listen. 

 

What is the source for Christôs message? 

 

Jesusô message is contained in its entirety in the Gospels of Mathew, Mark, Luke and John. They 

were written a hundred years or so after Christôs death so Christians must assume that they were 

divinely inspired and therefore correctly report Christôs message. If they were not, the foundation 

of Christianity collapses and everything shifts from Godôs word to conjecture. Christians believe 

that the Old Testament predicted Jesusô arrival, and the epistles were documents of guidance 

from those who followed Him and so neither has the same authority as Christôs own life and 

specific words.  

 

"I have testimony weightier than that of John. For the very work that the Father has 

given me to finish, and which I am doing, testifies that the Father has sent me. And 

the Father who sent me has himself testified concerning me. You have never heard 

his voice nor seen his form, nor does his word dwell in you, for you do not believe 

the one he sent. You diligently study the Scriptures because you think that by them 

you possess eternal life. These are the Scriptures that testify about me, yet you 

refuse to come to me to have life.ò
31

   

 

ñAnd why do you break the command of God for the sake of your tradition?ò
32

 

 

ñThus you nullify the word of God for the sake of your tradition.ò
33

 

 

ñThus you nullify the word of God by your tradition that you have handed down. And you 

do many things like that.ò
34
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Did the gospels indicate Jesusô message to be lasting or subject to change?  

 

 ñHeaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass awayò
35

  

 

Did Christ give Christians the authority to override his message? 

 

Christ proved that he was intolerant of those who would change his teachings,  

 

ñThus you nullify the word of God for the sake of your tradition.
 
You hypocrites! Isaiah 

was right when he prophesied about you: ñThese people honor me with their lips, but 

their hearts are far from me. They worship me in vain; their teachings are but rules 

taught by men.ôò
 36

  

 

Do the gospels present a fairly comprehensive philosophy? 

 

The perfect philosophy is one that gives guidance to all situations that one encounters in life. Christ 

said,  

 

ñIn everything, treat others as you would want them to treat you, for this fulfills the law 

and the prophets.ò
37

  

 

He also said,  

 

ñLove the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 

mind. This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: óLove your 

neighbor as yourself. All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.ò
38

  

 

Everything Christ taught and everything that preceded him in the Old Hebrew Law that survived his 

ministry is dependant upon this core requirement. If any situation arises in which Christians need 

guidance they are to start with this concept. If they are confused about the implementation of any 

Law (or commandment) they must relate it to this core commandment. Compare that to the Old Law 

in which people are presented with a list of rules, things that they are commanded to do or not do. 

Humanity simply was not covered for every situation. Christôs core philosophy is comparatively 
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comprehensive. Christians can judge every moral situation or piece of legislation against the core 

requirement established by Jesus. Many moralists will search through the scriptures until they find a 

quote which appears to fit the situation they are discussing, and, since the entire bible is vast and 

complex, it isnôt an entirely difficult task. Many things can be substantiated with the use of a quote 

out of context. However, the test of morality isnôt a single quote but a comprehensive coherent 

philosophy. 

 

Did Christôs indicate that his message could be perverted and for what reasons? 

 

ñWatch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheepôs clothing, but inwardly 

they are ferocious wolves.ò
39

  

 

ñand many false prophets will appear and deceive many people.ò
40

  

 

ñEverything they do is done for men to see: They make their phylacteries
 
wide and 

the tassels on their garments long; they love the place of honor at banquets and the 

most important seats in the synagogues; they love to be greeted in the marketplaces 

and to have men call them óRabbi.ò
41

 

 

ñWoe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You clean the 

outside of the cup and dish, but inside they are full of greed and self-indulgence. 

Blind Pharisee! First clean the inside of the cup and dish, and then the outside also 

will be clean.ò
42

  

 

We have two thousand years of Christian history from which to substantiate Christôs warning. 

Greed, self-indulgence, and the desire to impress others were anticipated by Christ as the reason 

people will pervert his teachings.  

 

Does the common man have a right or duty to challenge the spirituality that is growing in 

America? 

 

As I have stated earlier, Christians are required to engage their ñentire mindò
43

 in their belief. 

Christians are required by the Christian God not to rely solely on emotion or spirituality. Unless 

Christians demand the answers to the questions which will satisfy their intellect they fail to meet 
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Christôs requirement. The only instance where Christ allows for the judgment of others is in the 

identification of false prophets. ñWatch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheepôs 

clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves. By their fruit you will recognize them.ò
44

 

Christians are required by Christôs command to challenge all who profess to provide Christian 

leadership. Christians are required to judge the actions and accomplishments of those who 

profess to be Christian leaders to determine if they are legitimate. 

 

Can Christians laypersons, understand Christôs philosophy without guidance? 

 

The value and clarity of Christôs message has been guaranteed by Him.  

 

ñBe on your guard against the yeast of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy. There is 

nothing concealed that will not be disclosed, or hidden that will not be made known. 

What you have said in the dark will be heard in the daylight, and what you have 

whispered in the ear in the inner rooms will be proclaimed from the roofs.ò
45

  

 

ñ
Jesus said to them, óIf God were your Father, you would love me, for I came 

from God and now am here. I have not come on my own; but he sent me. Why is 

my language not clear to you? Because you are unable to hear what I say.ò
46

 

 

Christians are told that all will be made clear and to watch out for the ministers who pretend 

otherwise. Earlier we have seen that Christians are required to identify the false prophets. This 

would not be a valid requirement if Christians were not given the intellectual understanding to do so.  

 

ñBut you are not to be called óRabbi,ô for you have only one Master and you are all 

brothers. And do not call anyone on earth ófather,ô for you have one Father, and he is 

in heaven. Nor are you to be called óteacher,ô for you have one Teacher, the 

Christ.ò
47

  

 

ñFor false Christs and false prophets will appear and perform signs and miracles to 

deceive the electðif that were possible. So be on your guard; I have told you everything 

ahead of time.ò
48
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If Christ is their teacher, cannot Christians rely on his word as sufficient? If none are to be called 

minister or teacher, are not Christians left up to themselves to read and understand Christôs message.  

 

Christ also promised the apostles, that following his death,  

 

ñthe Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you 

all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.ò
49

  

 

ñWhen the Counselor comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth 

who goes out from the Father, he will testify about me.ò
50

  

 

Christ promised that the Holy Spirit would come almost immediately after his death, not over a 

period of two thousand years.  

 

ñAfter his suffering, he showed himself to these men and gave many convincing proofs 

that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the 

kingdom of the Christian God. On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he 

gave them this command: óDo not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father 

promised, which you have heard me speak about. For John baptized with water, but in 

a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.ôò
51

  

 

He kept that promise as seen in the Acts of the Apostles,  

 

ñWhen the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a 

sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house 

where they were sitting. They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated 

and came to rest on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spiritò
52

 Jesus 

was so adamant this final act of his ministry be respected that he declared disregard 

of this Holy Spirit, also called the Spirit of Truth
53

 to be the only unforgivable sin, ñI 

tell you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven men, but the blasphemy against the 

Spirit will not be forgiven. Anyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man will be 

forgiven, but anyone who speaks against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either in 

this age or in the age to come.ò
54
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Christ unmistakably promised that his message will be made clear and would even be reinforced by 

the Holy Spirit. The only complete source of Christôs message is in the Gospels which therefore 

must be the fulfillment of Christôs promise. 

 

Perhaps most importantly, are Christians required to understand God? 

 

Final proof that Christians can understand Christôs message is the wording of what Christ called the 

Greatest Commandment.  

 

ñLove the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with your 

entire mind and with all your strength. The second is this: 'Love your neighbor as 

yourselfô There is no commandment greater than these. óWell said, teacher,ô the man 

replied. óYou are right in saying that God is one and there is no other but him. To love 

him with all your heart, with all your understanding and with all your strength, and to 

love your neighbor as yourself is more important than all burnt offerings and 

sacrificesô. When Jesus saw that he had answered wisely, he said to him, óYou are not 

far from the kingdom of God.ô And from then on no one dared ask him any more 

questions.ò 
55

   

 

This commandment requires that we approach religious belief not only with emotion or our ñsoulò 

but that we actively engage our entire mind, and that we understand God.  Christian were warned 

what happens if they fail to understand.  

 

ñListen then to what the parable of the sower means: When anyone hears the message 

about the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away 

what was sown in his heart. This is the seed sown along the path. The one who received 

the seed that fell on rocky places is the man who hears the word and at once receives it 

with joy. But since he has no root, he lasts only a short time. When trouble or 

persecution comes because of the word, he quickly falls away. The one who received 

the seed that fell among the thorns is the man who hears the word, but the worries of 

this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke it, making it unfruitful. But the one who 

received the seed that fell on good soil is the man who hears the word and understands 

it. He produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown.ò 
56

  

 

A Christian may emotionally accept without understanding but their faith doesnôt last. The political 

evangelicals can preach, legislate, condemn and coerce but Christ taught that no one will be saved as 

a result unless they not only love but understand their God.  
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What do I mean by interpretation; doesnôt this book ñinterpretò the gospels? 

 

I have indicated that gospels are sufficiently clear not to require interpretation and in fact suggest 

that Christians are cautioned for several reasons not to trust those who would claim to interpret 

the word of God for them. Yet, it is evident that some passages are not entirely clear. Letôs take 

the ñGreatest Commandmentò which requires that Christians love God with their entire mind. A 

clear meaning does not immediately reach out. What does it mean to love with your mind? Each 

of us may have a different interpretation. I would say that if a god were so obtuse as to leave that 

as guidance perhaps he needs some supervision by humans. However, the gospels are much more 

coherent and comprehensive than isolated phrases. And this is a point that must be repeatedly 

stressed as it seems to be violated by almost every political evangelical - the gospels are not 

menus from which phrases can be selected as a means of substantiating ones preconceived 

notion. The gospels represent a comprehensive philosophy. Letôs go back to our section of the 

Greatest Commandment, in Mark 12 it continues with ñTo love him with all your heart, with all 

your understanding and with all your strengthò. The gospels themselves interpret Christ. ñWith 

all your mindò sets forth a requirement to understand God and further indicates that strength is 

necessary. Our best source with which to understand the Christian God is the Christian Godôs 

words and they are contained in the gospels. If a Christian does not understand the meaning of a 

phrase such as ñwith your entire mindò it is incumbent upon that Christian to consider all of what 

Christ had to say about the concept not just that phrase. Then, note the term strength in our 

passage. At the risk of being accused of interpreting, I would say that that word indicates some 

effort will be involved in loving and understanding the Christian God. I will not go so far as to 

say that I was capable of writing this book without appearing to interpret. However, it was my 

intention to discuss Christôs philosophy from Christôs point of view and I submit that for our 

effort, a functional definition of ñinterpretò would  be to interject meanings to words or phrases 

which are inconsistent with the overall concepts specifically presented by Christ, or, to accept 

another source, such as the epistles, even when they obviously conflict with Christ, or, to select 

an isolated gospel phrase to substantiate a preconceived concept which is not substantiated by 

Christôs words. 

 

Understanding requires thought which implies interpretation, but interpretation does not confer 

the right to either fabricate or misrepresent.  

 

Most of these questions will strike the average Christian as uninformed or naive, as the answers 

seem to be obvious. ñOf course Jesus is the highest authority!ò However, there are many leaders 

who rely, not on Jesus, but on Paul and the Old Testament. There are other leaders who rely on 

tradition or on other writers. There are many who rely on other methods of persuasion and 

substantiation. Sometimes there is agreement, but sometimes there are contradictions. The 

critical question is why would anyone risk eternity and rely on any of these instead of Christôs 

words? Christ promised eternal life if his commandments are followed. Each if these leaders are 

free to believe and teach as they like and every American who listens to them are equally free to 

believe whatever they like as to their teachings. I have no argument with that. My position is that 

any religious leader who professes to believe in Christ and use that profession as justification in 



 

David VanLandingham   ñPoliticians Veto their Godò 

25 

support of his/her legislative effort is subject to scrutiny as to the theology and the logical basis 

for their line of argument. If they fail to meet the standards of Christôs teachings then their 

credibility and integrity is in question.  
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Christôs Commandments 

Chapter 2 

 

Christian folks are used to defining their religion using the concept of commandments. I do not 

think that ñcommandmentsò can adequately define Christôs philosophy as he presented a 

proactive positive lifestyle. Never-the less we can work with the concept since a good 

understanding of Christôs philosophy and what are traditionally called commandments are 

necessary in order to analyze the legislative efforts of the political evangelicals. The term 

commandments generally brings to mind a specific list of ñThou shall notôsò and more 

specifically the ñTen Commandments advocated and even venerated by the political evangelicals 

as the basis of Christianity, yet we receive a different message from Jesus. 

 

ñIf you obey my commands, you will remain in my love.ò
57

  

 

ñWhoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me.ò
58

  

 

Note the word ñmyò. Christ was adamant that his commandments, those that he taught, were to 

form the basis of his religion. Yet if you ask most Christians what were Christôs commandments 

they will refer to the Ten Commandments. There is nothing wrong with the Ten Commandments 

as part of a belief system and most legal codes include prohibition against some of the listed 

offences, however there are significant drawbacks with using them to represent Christôs 

philosophy: 

 

 Critically, they exclude the Two Greatest Commandments  

 They were not specifically endorsed by Christ anywhere in the gospels. 

 They exclude a number of other commandments which are explicit requirements for 

salvation. 

 Christ changed the overall philosophy as well as some of the detail of the Old Testament 

Law. 

 

So, for our use, I have developed a consolidated list of commandments based on the gospels. The 

first two are the Great Commandments, the next are the others which Christ specifically said 

must be met to gain ñeternal lifeò and the remainder are as they seem to have been emphasized. 

You are free to verify and change the order and presentation in accordance with how you read 

the gospels. In this list, I have footnoted the source.  
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Christôs commandments are:  

 

ñLove the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 

mind.ò
59

 
 

 

ñLove your neighbor as yourselfò
60

 ñDo to others as you would have them do to you.ò
61

 

 

Interpret all other commandments based on these first two as they are the foundation of 

all Christian Law.
62

 

 

To inherit eternal life:  

 

Comfort and heal the sick.
63

 

 

Provide for the poor, feed the hungry, give drink to the thirsty, cloth the naked 

and have compassion for the imprisoned.
64

 

 

To inherit eternal life, keep these commandments: 

do not murder,  

do not commit adultery,  

do not steal,  

do not give false testimony,  

do not defraud,  

honor your father and mother. 

love your neighbor as yourself
 65

 

 

Forgive all, always, do not judge others, and do not condemn others. Your actions will be 

forgiven or judged and condemned in the same manner as you comply with this 

commandment.
66
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In all actions demonstrate justice, mercy and faithfulness.
67

 

 

Acknowledge that your sins are equal to or worse than the sins of others and act 

accordingly.
68

 

 

Give to charities, pray and make sacrifices in secret, so you will not be tempted to 

hypocrisy.
69

 

 

Avoid temptation and do not cause others to sin.
70

 

 

Do not accumulate wealth or treasures; you cannot serve both God and money.
71

 

 

Be more righteous than religious leaders.
72

 Watch out for false prophets; identify them by 

what they do.
73

 

 

Do not be angry with or ridicule others.
74

  

 

Do not execute those who break the law.
75

 Do not take revenge.
76

 Preserve the peace.
77

   

 

Do not commit slander, sexual immorality, greed, malice, deceit, lewdness, envy, 

arrogance and folly.
78

 

 

I cannot include the following as commandments of Jesus Christ because he never mentioned them: 
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 Abortion  

 Euthanasia 

 Homosexuality 

 Premarital sex 

 

I cannot list prayer, church attendance or scripture reading as a requirement for salvation. Christ 

referred to these but did not make them requirements. 

 

This review of ñChristôs Commandmentsò is not simply refresher to the gospels, it is critical to 

the identification of political evangelical credibility because Christ required that his 

commandments be kept to remain ñin his loveò
79

 and he did us the service of explaining exactly 

how we identify his disciples - love for others and good works; his essential commandments.
80

 If 

a political evangelical makes a statement that they ñaccept Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviorò as 

de-facto proof that they are Christians does this resolve our inquiry? If your neighbors made such 

a statement it would not seem to be our place to question their commitment. However, if it is our 

politician, it is our duty. Jesus did not require that Christians accept him as their ñLord and 

Saviorò as the sole requirement to inherit eternal life. His specific requirements are as we 

discussed. Belief, or Christ as a ñpersonal saviorò, may be valid concepts but, as we will discuss 

further, belief that is insufficient as to compel faithfulness to hiss commandments was not 

promised as a path to eternal life, and so, hardly demonstrates credibility as Christôs disciples for 

our politicians. That is why we need to understand Christôs commandments are in order to 

successfully complete our task. 

 

The essence of Christôs teachings are the two Great Commandments. 

 

ñTeacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?ô Jesus replied: óLove the 

Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.
 
This 

is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: óLove your neighbor 

as yourself.ô
 
All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.ôò

81
  

 

ñOn one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. óTeacher,ô he asked, 

ówhat must I do to inherit eternal life?ô óWhat is written in the Law?ô he replied. 

óHow do you read it?ô He answered: óLove the Lord your God with all your heart and 

with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind; and, Love your 
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neighbor as yourself.ô óYou have answered correctly,ô Jesus replied. óDo this and you 

will live.ô.ò
82

 

 

It is theologically impossible to teach the truth of Christianity without acknowledgement and 

understanding of these two commandments. We have Christ categorically stating their 

predominance, we have Christôs life demonstrating their virtue, and we have Christôs parables 

which add clarification. I will discuss the specifics of the political evangelicalôs priorities and 

mind-set in subsequent chapters but first Christians must assure that they have a solid 

understanding of what Christ taught when he set his priorities for Christianity. As we progress, 

however, keep in mind what you understand to be the political evangelicalsô legislative goals. 

Also note the difference between rhetoric of ñlove your neighborò and the extraordinary 

commitment this commandment actually demands.  

 

All leadership has the responsibility for accuracy and credibility. Any leadership that seeks to 

legislate based on a set of principles has an enhanced responsibility to both their core philosophy 

and their constituency.  Any political evangelical who fails to acknowledge and promote the 

ñgreat commandmentsò, as Christ acknowledged them, fails Christianity. These were the 

constant and overriding themes of Christôs teaching, his life, and his parables. If they are not the 

same for the political evangelicals then it is clear that these Christian leaders have failed their 

own measure of credibility. 

 

The Greatest Commandment 

 

The first step in Christianity is love of God. It is the Greatest Commandment. Fortunately, 

Christians are not left with the term ñloveò which has many meanings for many people. The 

Great Commandment itself aids in its definition when it demands that oneôs heart, and soul and 

intellect be involved. It is insufficient to rely solely on emotion. The full intellect must be 

involved. ñAll your mindò requires that Christians fully understand their commitment and meet 

the requirement to know and understand the gospels of Christ.  

 

In ñThe Parable of the Talentsò 
83

 each were given certain talents and those who had used their 

them wisely by increasing their value were rewarded, but the one who did not use the talent was 

condemned. The intellect is the greatest talent awarded to man; it separates us from animal. 

Christ demanded that Christians expand their intellect in the love of God and the performance of 

his works.  

 

Simply professing belief or love is insufficient, it involves responsibility,  
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ñNot everyone who says to me, óLord, Lord,ô will enter into the kingdom of heaven, 

only the one who does the will of my Father in heaven. On that day, many will say to 

me, óLord, Lord, didnôt we prophesy in your name, and in your name cast out demons 

and do many powerful deeds?ô Then I will declare to them, óI never knew you. Go 

away from me, you lawbreakers!ôò
84

   

 

ñWhy do you call me óLord, Lord,ô and donôt do what I tell you?ò
85

  

 

The Greatest commandment does not involve pretentiousness,  

 

ñBe careful not to do your óacts of righteousnessô before men, to be seen by them. If 

you do, you will have no reward from your Father in heaven.ò
86

  

 

ñSo when you give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites 

do in the synagogues and on the streets, to be honored by men. I tell you the truth, 

they have received their reward in full.ò
87

  

 

ñAnd when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in 

the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by men. I tell you the truth, they 

have received their reward in full. But when you pray, go into your room, close the 

door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is 

done in secret, will reward you.ò
88

  

 

ñWhen you fast, do not look somber as the hypocrites do, for they disfigure their 

faces to show men they are fasting. I tell you the truth, they have received their 

reward in full. But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, so that it 

will not be obvious to men that you are fasting, but only to your Father, who is 

unseen; and your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.ò
89

  

 

Christ continually taught against hypocrites, he understood human nature and knew that public 

affirmations and exhibitions of piety will result in the degradation of ones duty to God. At best, 

you already have received your reward for your piety, at worse you have lied to your God. 

Clearly the Christian duty to God is between you and Him, not between you and your admiring 

public.  
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The Greatest Commandment is not without responsibility. Christ said  

 

ñIf you love me, you will obey what I command.ò
90

  

 

ñIf anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. He who does not love me will not obey 

my teaching.ò
91

   

 

ñIf you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my 

Fatherôs commands and remain in his love.ò
92

  

 

ñWhoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me. He who 

loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love him and show myself to 

him.ò
93

  

 

To meet the provisions of the Greatest Commandment, Christians must obey Christôs 

commandments. Love must translate to action. 

 

Additional guidance on the Greatest Commandment was given by the comparison of the duty to 

God with other duties.  

 

ñNow large crowds were accompanying Jesus, and turning to them he said, ñIf 

anyone comes to me and does not hate his own father and mother, and wife and 

children, and brothers and sisters, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple. 

Whoever does not carry his own cross and follow me cannot be my disciple.ò 
94

  

 

ñAnd whoever has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children 

or fields for my sake will receive a hundred times as much and will inherit eternal 

life.ò 
95
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ñNo one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he 

will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and 

Money.ò 
96

 

 

ñJesus said to another, óFollow me.ô But he replied, óLord, first let me go and bury 

my father.ô But Jesus said to him, óLet the dead bury their own dead, but as for you, 

go and proclaim the kingdom of God.ô Yet another said, óI will follow you, Lord, but 

first let me say goodbye to my family.ô Jesus said to him, óNo one who puts his hand 

to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.ôò 
97

 

 

Obviously, Christ is not telling us that Christians should hate their family but by comparison to 

their duty to God, it appears to be that much of a distinction. Their love should be so strong that 

they are willing to leave those they love for Godôs sake. The reference to money is but one 

among many that demonstrates the problem Christ had with wealth, he felt that it was a very 

significant impediment to the true love of God.  

 

The political evangelicals, if they were to meet their own standards in regards to the Greatest 

Commandment, must convey the message that the Christianôs duty to their God is full 

understanding of his message, not just making emotional assertions. As disciples and leaders, 

their first task is to ñspread the wordò. That mandates that all parts of the greatest commandment 

be proclaimed. Failure to teach that Christians must understand Jesus is a failure of leadership. 

But consider who benefits financially and politically from the Christian not being able to 

understand God and is required to turn to another for guidance.  

 

The Second Great Commandment 

 

ñLove your neighbor as yourselfò.
 98

  

 

ñI give you a new commandmentðto love one another. Just as I have loved you, you 

also are to love one another. Everyone will know by this that you are my disciplesðif 

you have love for one another.ò
99

 

 

ñIn everything, treat others as you would want them to treat you, for this fulfills the 

law and the prophets.ò
100
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ñBy this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.ò
101

  

 

ñMy command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. Greater love has no one 

than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. You are my friends if you do what I 

command.ò
102

 

 

We have several measures of the type of love Jesus was talking about: 

 

 Sufficient that you will treat everyone else the way you would want to be treated 

yourself. 

 

 Equal to the example Christ set while he was on earth.  

 

 Directly related subordinate commandments. 

 

ñFor the Son of Man will come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he 

will reward each person according to what he has done.ò
103

  

 

With this commandment and promise of reward according to what an individual has 

accomplished, not what he says, Christ demanded responsibility; words are insufficient. 

 

ñWhen the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on 

his throne in heavenly glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he 

will separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from 

the goats. He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left.ò
104

 ñThen he 

will say to those on his left, óDepart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal 

fire prepared for the devil and his angels. For I was hungry and you gave me 

nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and 

you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick and 

in prison and you did not look after me.ô ñThey also will answer, óLord, when did 

we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, 

and did not help you?ô ñHe will reply, óI tell you the truth, whatever you did not do 
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for one of the least of these, you did not do for me.ô ñThen they will go away to 

eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.ò
105

 

 

ñIf you wish to be perfect, go sell your possessions and give the money to the poor, 

and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.ò
106

 

 

Inaction concerning the Second Great Commandment will result in damnation. This was a very 

significant part of Christôs new message. Sins are only one part of the equation. The failure to act 

on the Second Greatest Commandment appears to be the more serious fault since sins are to be 

forgiven but if Christians fails to feed the hungry they face eternal punishment. Living the 

Second Great Commandment requires doing everything possible to elevate suffering, fighting 

poverty, feeding the hungry, assuring that the sick are cared for.  

 

ñYou have heard that it was said, óLove your neighborô and óhate your enemy.ô But I 

say to you, love your enemy and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be 

like your Father in heaven, since he causes the sun to rise on the evil and the good, 

and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. For if you love those who love 

you, what reward do you have? Even the tax collectors do the same, donôt they? And 

if you only greet your brothers, what more do you do? Even the Gentiles do the same, 

donôt they? So then, be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.ò
107

  

 

ñYou have heard that it was said, óAn eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth. But I say 

to you, do not resist the evildoer. But whoever strikes you on the right cheek, turn the 

other to him as well. And if someone wants to sue you and to take your tunic, also 

give him your coat. And if anyone forces you to go one mile, go with him two. Give to 

the one who asks you, and do not reject the one who wants to borrow from you.ò
108

  

 

These sound like severe requirements and ones that is not generally acknowledged by most 

Christians but it remains the word of the Christian God and so, is it proper to ignore because it is 

difficult?  

 

ñYou have heard that it was said to an older generation, óDo not murder,ô and 

ówhoever murders will be subjected to judgment.ô But I say to you that anyone who is 

angry with a brother will be subjected to judgment. And whoever treats another with 

contempt will be brought before the Church, and whoever says óFoolô will be sent to 

fiery hell. So then, if you bring your gift to the altar and there remember that your 

brother has something against you, leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go 
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and be reconciled to your brother and then come and present your gift. Reach 

agreement quickly with your accuser while on the way to court, or he may hand you 

over to the judge, and the judge hand you over to the warden, and you will be thrown 

into prison.ò
109

  

 

ñDo not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be 

condemned; forgive, and you will be forgiven.ò
110

  

 

ñDo not judge, or you too will be judged.
 
For in the same way you judge others, you 

will be judged, and with the measure you use, it will be measured to you. Why do you 

look at the speck of sawdust in your brotherôs eye and pay no attention to the plank in 

your own eye? How can you say to your brother, óLet me take the speck out of your 

eye,ô when all the time there is a plank in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the 

plank out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from 

your brotherôs eye.ò
111

 

 

ñThen Peter came to him and said, ñLord, how many times must I forgive my brother 

who sins against me? As many as seven times?ò Jesus said to him, ñNot seven times, 

I tell you, but seventy-seven timesò.
112

 

 

ñFor if you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also 

forgive you. But if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive your 

sins.ò
113

 ñForgive us our sins, for we also forgive everyone who sins against us.ò
114

 

 

ñIf any one of you is without sin, let him be the first to throw a stone at her.ò
115

 

 

Some teach that they are justified because they love the sinner but hate the sin. Christ did not 

make that exception; he said love the sinner and forgive the sin.  

 

In a parable describing what action should be taken against sin, Christ was asked if it should be 

eradicated,  
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ñNo,ô he answered, óbecause while you are pulling the weeds, you may root up the 

wheat with them. Let both grow together until the harvest. At that time I will tell the 

harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then gather 

the wheat and bring it into my barn.ò
116

  

 

He is saying that Christians do not have the ability to correctly differentiate the good from the 

bad and so, the bad is better left alone to be dealt with in Christôs time. This is fully consistent 

with his aggressive prohibition against judging and condemning others. 

 

ñThen the Lord said to him, óNow then, you Pharisees clean the outside of the cup 

and dish, but inside you are full of greed and wickedness. You foolish people! Did 

not the one who made the outside make the inside also? But give what is inside the 

dish to the poor, and everything will be clean for you. Woe to you Pharisees, 

because you give God a tenth of your mint, rue and all other kinds of garden herbs, 

but you neglect justice and the love of God. You should have practiced the latter 

without leaving the former undone.ò
117

  

 

ñJesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and watched the 

crowd putting their money into the temple treasury. Many rich people threw in 

large amounts. But a poor widow came and put in two very small copper coins,
 

worth only a fraction of a penny. Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, ñI tell you 

the truth, this poor widow has put more into the treasury than all the others. They 

all gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in everythingðall she 

had to live on.ò
118

 

 

ñOn one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. óTeacher,ô he asked, 

ówhat must I do to inherit eternal life?ô óWhat is written in the Law?ô he replied. 

óHow do you read it?ô He answered: óLove the Lord your God with all your heart and 

with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mindô; and, óLove your 

neighbor as yourself.ôô óYou have answered correctly,ô Jesus replied. óDo this and 

you will live.ô But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, óAnd who is my 

neighbor?ô In reply Jesus said: óA man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, 

when he fell into the hands of robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and 

went away, leaving him half dead. A priest happened to be going down the same 

road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. So too, a Levite, 

when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. But a 

Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took 

pity on him. He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then 

he put the man on his own donkey, took him to an inn and took care of him. The next 
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day he took out two silver coins and gave them to the innkeeper. óLook after him,ô he 

said, óand when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.ô 

óWhich of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands 

of robbers?ô The expert in the law replied, óThe one who had mercy on him.ô Jesus 

told him, óGo and do likewise.ò
119

  

 

Clear guidance as to the extent Christians must go to comply with the Second Great 

Commandment. 

 

The Other Commandments 

 

While reviewing the other commandments we must continue to keep in mind the final part of the 

Great Commandment: 

 

 ñAll the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.ò 

 

If all the law and prophets ñhangò on the Great Commandments, any confusion as to their 

application or interpretation must take Christians back to:  

 

ñLove your neighbor as yourselfò
120

  

ñDo to others as you would have them do to you.ò
121

 

 

When specifically asked what commandments are necessary to obey to gain eternal life Christ 

said,  

 

ñDo not murder, do not commit adultery, do not steal, do not give false testimony, 

honor your father and mother, and love your neighbor as yourself.ò
122

  

 

In another passage he included do not defraud
123

.   

 

                                                 
119

 Lk 10:25-37 
120

 Mt 22:39, Mk 12:31 
121

 Lk 6:31 
122

 Mt 19:18-18 
123

 Mk 10:19 



 

David VanLandingham   ñPoliticians Veto their Godò 

39 

Note that each of these has to do with the way you treat others, violation will hurt someone, 

although honoring your parents is more along the lines of granting special status, and, of course, 

the ever-present foundation ñlove your neighbor as yourselfò.  

 

But look at the detail of Christôs commandments below ï you can see their relationship to the 

Great Commandments and the problem with strictly utilizing the Ten Commandments. They say 

more than, for example ñThou Shall Not Killò, they expand that to require others be treated with 

respect, without anger or contempt but with tolerance and forgiveness.  Several of these strike 

against the hypercritical and the superficial, saying, for example, reconciliation with your brother 

is more important than leaving a gift to the church, and justice, mercy and faithfulness are just 

important as the act of giving. 

 

Murder  

ñYou have heard that it was said to the people long ago, óDo not murder, and anyone 

who murders will be subject to judgment.ô But I tell you that anyone who is angry 

with his brother will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone who says to his brother, 

óRaca, (a term of contempt) is answerable to the Sanhedrin. But anyone who says, 

óYou fool!ô will be in danger of the fire of hell. Therefore, if you are offering your gift 

at the altar and there remember that your brother has something against you, leave 

your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to your brother; then 

come and offer your gift. Settle matters quickly with your adversary who is taking you 

to court. Do it while you are still with him on the way, or he may hand you over to the 

judge, and the judge may hand you over to the officer, and you may be thrown into 

prison. I tell you the truth, you will not get out until you have paid the last penny.ò
 124

 

 

Adultery  

ñYou have heard that it was said, óDo not commit adultery.ô But I tell you that anyone 

who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 

If your right eye causes you to sin, gouge it out and throw it away. It is better for you 

to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. And if 

your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to 

lose one part of your body than for your whole body to go into hell.  

 

Divorce  

ñIt has been said, óAnyone who divorces his wife must give her a certificate of 

divorce.ô  But I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for marital 

unfaithfulness, causes her to become an adulteress, and anyone who marries the 

divorced woman commits adultery.ò
125
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Oaths  

ñAgain, you have heard that it was said to the people long ago, óDo not break your 

oath, but keep the oaths you have made to the Lord.ô But I tell you, Do not swear at 

all: either by heaven, for it is Godôs throne; or by the earth, for it is his footstool; or 

by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the Great King. And do not swear by your head, 

for you cannot make even one hair white or black. Simply let your óYesô be óYes,ô 

and your óNo,ô óNoô; anything beyond this comes from the evil one.ò
126

  

 

Justice, mercy and faithfulness: 

ñWoe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You give a tenth of 

your spicesðmint, dill and cummin. But you have neglected the more important 

matters of the lawðjustice, mercy and faithfulness. You should have practiced the 

latter, without neglecting the former. You blind guides! You strain out a gnat but 

swallow a camel.ò
127

   

 

Revenge  

ñYou have heard that it was said, 'Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.'
 
But I tell you, Do 

not resist an evil person. If someone strikes you on the right cheek, turn to him the 

other also. And if someone wants to sue you and take your tunic, let him have your 

cloak as well. If someone forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles. Give to 

the one who asks you, and do not turn away from the one who wants to borrow from 

you.ò
 128

 

 

Miscellaneous: 

ñWhat comes out of a man is what makes him 'unclean.' For from within, out of men's 

hearts, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, greed, malice, 

deceit, lewdness, envy, slander, arrogance and folly. All these evils come from inside 

and make a man 'unclean.ò
129

      

 

This is a most interesting passage. A major focus of much of the Christian leadership is on sexual 

immorality of various sorts. The emphasis is generally considerably more than they place on the 

ñsinò of adultery. Yet, Christôs entire approach to sexual immorality is simply what is contained 

in this passage. That is all. If Christians were to emphasize sexual morality in the same manner 

as Christ there would be many things substantially more important.  
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One cannot leave a listing of Christôs morality without including ñThe Beatitudesò.  

 

ñNow when he saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His 

disciples came to him, and he began to teach them saying:  

Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  

Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.  

Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.  

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.  

Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.  

Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.  

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God.  

Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the 

kingdom of heaven.  

Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of 

evil against you because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward 

in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before 

you.ò
130

   

 

ñLooking at his disciples, he said:  

Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God.  

Blessed are you who hunger now, for you will be satisfied.  

Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh.  

Blessed are you when men hate you, when they exclude you and insult you and 

reject your name as evil, because of the Son of Man.  

Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, because great is your reward in heaven. For 

that is how their fathers treated the prophets.  

But woe to you who are rich, for you have already received your comfort.  

Woe to you who are well fed now, for you will go hungry.  

Woe to you who laugh now, for you will mourn and weep.  

Woe to you when all men speak well of you, for that is how their fathers treated the 

false prophets.ò
131
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A constant theme of the political evangelicals is that if you pray, attend church, read the 

scriptures, promote the Ten Commandments and public recognition of God, good things will 

happen to you. That is obviously contrary to Christôs position. The poor, the hungry, those in 

tears, are the ñblessedò. 

 

Note particularly the ñwoeôsò. Compare these to what the political evangelicals preach and strive 

for,  

ñBut woe to you who are rich, for you have already received your comfort. Woe to 

you who are well fed now, for you will go hungry. Woe to you who laugh now, for you 

will mourn and weep. Woe to you when all men speak well of you, for that is how 

their fathers treated the false prophets. woe to you who are rich, woe to you who are 

well fed, woe to you who laugh, woe to you when all men speak well of youò.
132

   

 

Christ did not promise happiness, riches, comforts, or the admiration of others, what do the 

political evangelicals promise? 

 

We will delve further into Christôs philosophy in the following chapters but you already have a 

fairly solid idea of the significant issues in Jesusô system of morality.  It all relates to the 

ñGolden Ruleò, or how you treat others. Without a doubt, this is not an easy commandment to 

follow, selling everything you have and giving to the poor, helping all of the sick and hungry. All 

of this seems extreme. Well, I am not asking that you accept Christianity. I am simply 

consolidating and analyzing Christôs teachings. He said this and that, what you believe is your 

choice. However, if you demand the right to legislate your morality based on your claim that you 

are Christian then I reserve the right to scrutinize the Christian law and make a determination if 

you are credible or if you are a ñfalse prophetò. In the following chapters we will continue to 

review what Christ said concerning the Great Commandments and compare that to the 

predominance they find in the political evangelicals philosophy and their life styles.  

 

The Old Testament 

 

We cannot complete this discussion of Christôs commandments without addressing the Old 

Testament as many of the evangelical politicians define their Christianity based on that book.  

  

ñDo not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come 

to abolish them but to fulfill them. I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth 

disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means 

disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished. Anyone who breaks one of 

the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called 

least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and teaches these commands 
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will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. For I tell you that unless your 

righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will 

certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven.ò
133

  

 

ñThe Law and the Prophets were proclaimed until John. Since that time, the good 

news of the kingdom of God is being preached, and everyone is forcing his way into 

it. It is easier for heaven and earth to disappear than for the least stroke of a pen to 

drop out of the Law. Anyone who divorces his wife and marries another woman 

commits adultery, and the man who marries a divorced woman commits adultery.ò
134

  

 

These may be two of the most abused paragraphs in the gospels. They are two of the most 

confusing when taken at face value. Many are more familiar with the translation that used the 

term ñnot one iotaò, but the meaning remains the same. The quote is most often used when a 

passage in the Old Testament is needed to substantiate some ñChristianò conclusion. Currently 

the best example is homosexuality. Since Christ had nothing to say about the issue, the Old 

Testament is relied upon to corroborate the political evangelicalôs persecution. Their 

interpretation of these two passages is that it was Christôs position that not even one iota of the 

Old Testament Law has been eliminated or changed and so that entire document remains a 

critical part of Christianity.  

 

If you isolate the above two passages from the rest of the gospels, it is conceivable that you 

could agree with the political evangelicalôs position. But there are two factors that contradict that 

conclusion. One is in the passages themselves. While the first does say that Christ came to fulfill 

the Laws and the Prophets, it qualifies the ñnot one iota will changeò concept with the phrase 

ñuntil everything is accomplishedò. Christ is the fulfillment of the Law and the Prophets and 

therefore it is possible to conclude that not one iota will change until Christôs lifetime fulfills the 

Old Testament. The second phase specifically says ñThe Law and the Prophets were proclaimed 

until John.ò That is clear, nothing changes until John. 

 

The second factor presents definitive resolution to any confusion and resolves Christôs promise 

that everything will be clear. Christ specifically altered and even nullified a significant number 

of the Old Testament Laws. Lots of ñiotaôsò have changed.  

 

The Old Testament:  

ñFear the LORD your God, serve him only and take your oaths in his name.ò
135

  

 

Christôs change: 
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ñAgain, you have heard that it was said to the people long ago, 'Do not break your 

oath, but keep the oaths you have made to the Lord.' But I tell you, Do not swear at 

all: either by heaven, for it is God's throne; or by the earth, for it is his footstool; or 

by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the Great King. And do not swear by your head, 

for you cannot make even one hair white or black. Simply let your 'Yes' be 'Yes,' and 

your 'No,' 'No'; anything beyond this comes from the evil one.ò
136

  

 

The Old Testament:  

 

ñShow no pity: life for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot.ò
137

 

  

Christôs change: 

 

ñYou have heard that it was said, 'Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.'
 
But I tell you, 

Do not resist an evil person. If someone strikes you on the right cheek, turn to him 

the other also. And if someone wants to sue you and take your tunic, let him have 

your cloak as well. If someone forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles. 

Give to the one who asks you, and do not turn away from the one who wants to 

borrow from you.ò
138

 

 

Christ eliminated the dietary and cleanliness laws and rituals.  

 

ñThen some Pharisees and teachers of the law came to Jesus from Jerusalem and 

asked, óWhy do your disciples break the tradition of the elders? They donôt wash their 

hands before they eat!ô é Jesus called the crowd to him and said, óListen and 

understand. What goes into a manôs mouth does not make him óunclean,ô but what 

comes out of his mouth that is what makes him óunclean.ôò
139

  

 

He changed the definition of adultery, 
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ñYou have heard that it was said, óDo not commit adulteryô. But I tell you that anyone 

who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his 

heart.ò
140

 

 

He changed the divorce Laws,  

 

ñIt has been said, óAnyone who divorces his wife must give her a certificate of 

divorce.ô
 
But I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for marital 

unfaithfulness, causes her to become an adulteress, and anyone who marries the 

divorced woman commits adultery.ò
141

 

 

He even changed the focus of the commandment against murder,  

 

ñYou have heard that it was said to the people long ago, óDo not murder,
 
and anyone 

who murders will be subject to judgment.ô But I tell you that anyone who is angry 

with his brother
 
will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone who says to his brother, 

óRaca,ô is answerable to the Sanhedrin. But anyone who says, óYou fool!ô will be in 

danger of the fire of hell.ò
142

 

 

All of these laws were given to Moses by God in the Old Testament. If any claim that ñnot one 

iotaô of the old law has been abolished they must believe that all of the above remain the law. 

Otherwise, they have failed their own standards. 

 

ñThe LORD said to Moses 

Á Do not mate different kinds of animals.  

Á Do not plant your field with two kinds of seed.  

Á Do not wear clothing woven of two kinds of material.  

Á When you enter the land and plant any kind of fruit tree, regard its fruit as 

forbidden. For three years you are to consider it forbidden; it must not be eaten. In 

the fourth year all its fruit will be holy, an offering of praise to the LORD. But in the 

fifth year you may eat its fruit. In this way your harvest will be increased. I am the 

LORD your God.  

Á Do not eat any meat with the blood still in it.  

Á Do not practice divination or sorcery.  
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Á Do not cut the hair at the sides of your head or clip off the edges of your beard.  

Á Do not cut your bodies for the dead or put tattoo marks on yourselves. I am the 

LORD.  

Á Do not turn to mediums or seek out spiritists, for you will be defiled by them. I am 

the LORD your God. 

Á Rise in the presence of the aged, show respect for the elderly and revere your 

God. I am the LORD.  

Á Keep all my decrees and all my laws and follow them. I am the LORD.ò
143

 

 

An even more important philosophical concept, the right of the Church/State to execute sinners, 

became obsolete with Christ.
144

  

 

ñAnyone who strikes a man and kills him shall surely be put to death. But if a man 

schemes and kills another man deliberately, take him away from my altar and put him 

to death. Anyone who attacks his father or his mother must be put to death. Anyone 

who kidnaps another and either sells him or still has him when he is caught must be 

put to death. Anyone who curses his father or mother must be put to death.  But if 

there is serious injury, you are to take life for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand 

for hand, foot for foot, burn for burn, wound for wound, bruise for bruiseò
145

  

 

ñWhoever does any work on the Sabbath day must be put to death.ò
146

 

 

Christ was specifically asked by the Pharisees if it was proper to execute a woman caught in sin,  

 

ñ
The teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought in a woman caught in adultery. 

They made her stand before the group and said to Jesus, "Teacher, this woman was 

caught in the act of adultery. In the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women. 

Now what do you say?" They were using this question as a trap, in order to have a 

basis for accusing him. But Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with 

his finger. When they kept on questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, 

"If  any one of you is without sin, let him be the first to throw a stone at her."
147

  

 

The Old Testament God said to stone a child to death if that child disrespects his/her parents. 

This is not Christôs philosophy. Very few believe that it is Christôs philosophy, just as very few 
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believe that most of the Old Testament passages in this chapter are still in effect, so, how does 

one then insist that other Ole Testament passages have as much importance as the passages of the 

gospels?  

 

Christ said that he came to establish a new covenant.  

 

ñafter the supper he took the cup, saying, óThis cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

which is poured out for you.ôò
148

 

 

With new commandments.  

 

ñI give you a new commandmentðto love one another. Just as I have loved you, you 

also are to love one another. Everyone will know by this that you are my disciplesðif 

you have love for one another.ò
149

 

 

There is no disrespect for the old covenant intended in this book. It is just that the Old Testament 

was a different philosophy, for a different people at a different time. It is simply impossible to 

conclude that not one iota of the Old Testament Laws has been changed. There were momentous 

differences both in specifics and the fundamental nature of the two philosophies. The essence of 

Christianity is found in the New Testament. Of course Christians believe that the Old Testament 

is the word of God and should venerated and, of course it contains excellent moral guidance, 

however, when there is a conflict or when one is searching out the true meaning of Christianity, 

one must rely, first and foremost, on the teachings, the words, and the example of Jesus Christ as 

presented in the Gospels. 
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Christian Leadership 

Chapter 3 

 

Christian leadership was not left without fairly specific guidance as to their roles. This included 

both directions on how to proceed in their mission and extensive, rather aggressive, prohibitions 

and admonitions.  

 

Christ sent out his emissaries on several occasions. Consistent with his positions on material 

comforts, caring for the sick and what to do about those who are not inclined to listen to the 

message, he instructed: 

 that those he sent out take or receive only the minimal support;  

 that healing was a critical part of the job, (he gave all of his disciples this power 

and continues this gift as confirmation of his teachings) 

 that if someone does not listen they will not be coerced by Christôs disciples, but 
will face ñthe wrath of Godò at the final judgment. 

  

ñHe called his twelve disciples to him and gave them authority to drive out 

evil spirits and to heal every disease and sickness. These are the names of the 

twelve apostles: first, Simon (who is called Peter) and his brother Andrew; 

James son of Zebedee, and his brother John; Philip and Bartholomew; 

Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus, and 

Thaddaeus; Simon the Zealot and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him. These 

twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: "Do not go among the 

Gentiles or enter any town of the Samaritans. Go rather to the lost sheep of 

Israel. As you go, preach this message: 'The kingdom of heaven is near.' Heal 

the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, drive out demons. 

Freely you have received, freely give. Do not take along any gold or silver or 

copper in your belts; take no bag for the journey, or extra tunic, or sandals or 

a staff; for the worker is worth his keep. Whatever town or village you enter, 

search for some worthy person there and stay at his house until you leave. As 

you enter the home, give it your greeting. If the home is deserving, let your 

peace rest on it; if it is not, let your peace return to you. If anyone will not 

welcome you or listen to your words, shake the dust off your feet when you 

leave that home or town. I tell you the truth, it will be more bearable for 

Sodom and Gomorrah on the day of judgment than for that town. I am sending 

you out like sheep among wolves. Therefore be as shrewd as snakes and as 

innocent as doves.ò
150
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ñAfter this the Lord appointed seventy two others and sent them two by two 

ahead of him to every town and place where he was about to go. He told them, 

ñThe harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, 

therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field. Go! I am sending you out 

like lambs among wolves. Do not take a purse or bag or sandals; and do not 

greet anyone on the road. When you enter a house, first say, óPeace to this 

house.ô If a man of peace is there, your peace will rest on him; if not, it will 

return to you. Stay in that house, eating and drinking whatever they give you, 

for the worker deserves his wages. Do not move around from house to house. 

When you enter a town and are welcomed, eat what is set before you. Heal the 

sick who are there and tell them, óThe kingdom of God is near you.ô
151

 

 

He said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the good news to all 

creation. Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does 

not believe will be condemned. And these signs will accompany those who 

believe: In my name they will drive out demons; they will speak in new 

tongues; they will pick up snakes with their hands; and when they drink 

deadly poison, it will not hurt them at all; they will place their hands on sick 

people, and they will get well." After the Lord Jesus had spoken to them, he 

was taken up into heaven and he sat at the right hand of God. Then the 

disciples went out and preached everywhere, and the Lord worked with them 

and confirmed his word by the signs that accompanied it.ò
152

 (Note the final 

comment, after his assertion into heaven God continued to work with his 

disciples and continued to confirm his teachings with miracles ï as we will see 

in the chapters on healing the sick and hypocrisy, the lack of belief on the part 

of Christôs disciples is the only reason for a failure to continue to demonstrate 

this power.) 

 

Christ gave example to his teachings in both his life and his parables. He made it clear that this 

example was pertinent to the lives and duties of his disciples.  

 

ñWhoever serves me must follow me.ò
153

 

 

When he selected his disciples he told then to ñfollow me.ò "As Jesus was 

walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon called Peter 

and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they were 

fishermen. óCome, follow me," Jesus said, "and I will make you fishers of 

men.ô At once they left their nets and followed him. Going on from there, he 

saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John. They 
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were in a boat with their father Zebedee, preparing their nets. Jesus called 

them, and immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him.ò
154

 

 

ñIf anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross 

and follow me.ò
155

 

 

He told the rich man to sell all he had and follow him, if he wanted eternal life
156

  

 

ñ
When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned 

to his place. óDo you understand what I have done for you?ô he asked them. 
ó
You call me óTeacherô and óLord,ô and rightly so, for that is what I am. 

 
Now 

that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash 

one anotherôs feet. 
 
I have set you an example that you should do as I have 

done for you. I tell you the truth, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a 

messenger greater than the one who sent him. Now that you know these 

things, you will be blessed if you do them.ôò
157

  

      

Christ lived with his flock just and instructed his disciples to do the same
158

. He did not 

assume comforts or wealth.  He said ñFoxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, 

but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head.ò ñJesus went throughout Galilee, 

teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom, and healing every 

disease and sickness among the people.ò
159

 He fasted, he prayed, he suffered, he was 

scorned and ridiculed. He was a friend to sinners,
160

 with whom he shared his food.
161

 He 

gave example for his disciples to ñfollowò. 

 

Many Christians and their leaders believe that it is their responsibility to demonstrate to the 

world that they are Christians quoting the passage, ñlet your light shineò. However, that is not an 

accurate quote. Christ was very cautious of any action that would tempt his followers to 

hypocrisy; he limited public displaying of oneôs ñChristianityò to the provisions of the Great 

Commandment:  
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"Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good 

works.
162

  

 

ñBy this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one 

another.ò
163

   

 

Christ gave instructions on a leaderôs role in dealing with someone who has sinned against a 

member of their church: 

 

ñIf your brother sins against you, go and show him his fault, just between the 

two of you. If he listens to you, you have won your brother over. But if he will 

not listen, take one or two others along, so that óevery matter may be 

established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.ô If he refuses to listen 

to them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, 

treat him as you would a pagan or a tax collector.ò
164

  

 

And how are to treat pagans or tax collectors? 
ñ
While Jesus was having dinner at 

Matthewôs house, many tax collectors and ñsinnersò came and ate with him and his 

disciples.ò
165

  He appointed them to be apostles (Matthew). 

 

ñLove your enemiesò
166

  

 

The leadership was given only one approach to other sinners: 

 

ñThen Peter came to Jesus and asked, óLord, how many times shall I forgive 

my brother when he sins against me? Up to seven times?ô Jesus answered, óI 

tell you, not seven times, but seventy seven times.ôò  

 

ñBut if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive your 

sins.ò
167
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ñDo not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and you will not 

be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven.ò
168

 ñFor in the same way 

you judge others, you will be judged, and with the measure you use, it will be 

measured to you.ò ñI did not come to judge the world, but to save it.ò
169

  

 

"As for the person who hears my words but does not keep them, I do not judge 

him. For I did not come to judge the world, but to save it.  There is a judge for 

the one who rejects me and does not accept my words; that very word which I 

spoke will condemn him at the last day. For I did not speak of my own accord, 

but the Father who sent me commanded me what to say and how to say it. I 

know that his command leads to eternal life. So whatever I say is just what the 

Father has told me to say.ò
170

 Here, even Christ said that he wasnôt here to 

judge sinners!  

 

Christ did not place ministers or priests above his people.  

 

ñBut you are not to be called óRabbi,ô for you have one Teacher and you are 

all brothers. And call no one your ófatherô on earth, for you have one Father, 

who is in heaven. Nor are you to be called óteacher,ô for you have one teacher, 

the lord. The greatest among you will be your servant. And whoever exalts 

himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be exalted.ò
171

 

 

ñTo some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on 

everybody else, Jesus told this parable: óTwo men went up to the temple to 

pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood up and 

prayed about
 
himself: óGod, I thank you that I am not like other men--robbers, 

evildoers, adulterers--or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week and 

give a tenth of all I get.ô óBut the tax collector stood at a distance. He would 

not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, óThe Christian God, 

have mercy on me, a sinner.ô ñI tell you that this man, rather than the other, 

went home justified before The God. For everyone who exalts himself will be 

humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.ò 
172

 

 

The political evangelicals claim to be Christôs disciples dedicated to spreading his system of 

morality. If their claim has credibility it should be corroborated by:   
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1. Their aggressive commitment to healing (or at least care) for the sick. The one thing that 

stands out in the gospels is that Christ spent his life for the sick
173

. He instructed his 

disciples to do the same.
174

 He gave them the power to do the same. ñWhen Jesus had 

called the Twelve together, he gave them power and authority to drive out all demons and 

to cure diseases, and he sent them out to preach the kingdom of God and to heal the 

sick.ò This power was to persist even after he left;
175

 it only fails when there is 

insufficient belief.
176

  

 

2. Their willingness to live as Christ demanded. Another issue persistent in Christôs 
message was his distain for the rich; he said that if you do not give up your wealth you 

were not his disciple.
177

  

 

3. Their commitment to following Christôs guidance on limitations and exaggerations of 

their moral authorities.  

 

Christôs admonishments: 

 

During the four centuries before Christ the Pharisees developed as the prime teachers of the 

Hebrew nation. They were a puritan sect who emphasized spiritual methods. They were both 

churchmen and statesmen whose principal interests were in the synagogue, the schooling of 

children and the missionary effort. As Christ said, ñThe teachers of the law and the Pharisees sit 

in Mosesô seat.ò
178

 They, not the priests, were the source of authority. When they brought an 

adulteress in front of Christ to ask him if it were permissible for them to stone her to death Christ 

did not deny their authority, but their hypocrisy. Christ intensely criticized their arrogance and 

methods. It is inconceivable that Christ was not also giving us guidelines on how he wanted his 

church governed or not governed. It would not be logical to assume that all of the comments 

Christ made about the Pharisees (and the scribes and law givers) did not apply to anyone who 

held a leadership positions in future generations. The list of criticism of the Pharisees is also a 

list of immoral conduct by anyone who is in a position of religious or secular authority. 

 

"Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You shut the 

kingdom of heaven in men's faces. You yourselves do not enter, nor will you 

let those enter who are trying to. Woe to you, teachers of the law and 
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Pharisees, you hypocrites! You devour widows' houses and for a show make 

lengthy prayers. Therefore you will be punished more.ò
179

  

 

ñWoe to you when all men speak well of you, for that is how their fathers 

treated the false prophets.ò
180

 

 

ñWho devour widowsô houses, and for pretence make long prayers: these 

shall receive greater damnationò.
181

 

 

ñFor I tell you, unless your righteousness goes beyond that of the experts in 

the law and the Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.ò
182

 

 

ñBut when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees come to his baptism, 

he said unto them, ñO generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from 

the wrath to come?ò
 183

 

 

ñTake heed and beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and of the 

Sadducees.ò
184

 

 

ñThen Jesus said to the crowds and his disciples, óThe experts in the law and 

the Pharisees sit on Mosesô seat. Therefore pay attention to what they tell you 

and do it. But do not do what they do, for they do not practice what they teach. 

They tie up heavy loads, hard to carry, and put them on menôs shoulders, but 

they themselves are not willing even to lift a finger to move them. They do all 

their deeds to be seen by people, for they make their phylacteries wide and 

their tassels long. They love the place of honor at banquets and the best seats 

in the synagogues and elaborate greetings in the marketplaces, and to have 

people call them óRabbi.ôò
185

 

 

 ñBut woe to you experts in the law and you Pharisees, hypocrites! You keep 

locking people out of the kingdom of heaven! For you neither enter nor permit 

those trying to enter to go in.ò
 186
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ñThen they understood how he bade them not beware of the leaven of bread, 

but of the doctrine of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees.ò
187

 

 

ñThe Pharisees and the experts in the law asked him, óWhy do your disciples 

not live according to the tradition of the elders, but eat with unwashed 

hands?ô He said to them, óIsaiah prophesied correctly about you hypocrites, 

as it is written: óThis people honor me with their lips, but their heart is far 

from me. They worship me in vain, teaching as doctrine the commandments of 

men.ôô Having no regard for the command of The Christian God, you hold on 

to human tradition.ôò
188

 

 

ñWatch out for false prophets, who come to you in sheepôs clothing but 

inwardly are voracious wolves. You will recognize them by their fruit. Grapes 

are not gathered from thorns or figs from thistles, are they? In the same way, 

every good tree bears good fruit, but the bad tree bears bad fruit. A good tree 

is not able to bear bad fruit, nor a bad tree to bear good fruit. Every tree that 

does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. So then, you will 

recognize them by their fruit.ò
189

  

 

ñThen Jesus entered the temple area and drove out all those who were selling 

and buying in the temple courts, and turned over the tables of the 

moneychangers and the chairs of those selling doves. And he said to them, óIt 

is written, óMy house will be called a house of prayer,ô but you are turning it 

into a den of robbers!ôò
 190

   

 

 ñWoe to you experts in the law and you Pharisees, hypocrites! You cross land 

and sea to make one convert, and when you get one you make him twice as 

much a child of hell as yourselves!ò
191

  

 

 ñWoe to you experts in the law and you Pharisees, hypocrites! You give a 

tenth of mint, dill, and cumin, yet you neglect what is more important in the 

law: justice, mercy, and faithfulness! You should have done these things 

without neglecting the other. Blind guides! You strain out a gnat yet swallow a 

camel!ò
192
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ñWatch out for the experts in the law. They like walking around in long robes 

and elaborate greetings in the marketplaces, and the best seats in the 

synagogues and the places of honor at banquets. They devour widowsô 

property and as a show make long prayers. These men will receive a more 

severe punishment.ò
193

  

 

ñOne of the experts in religious law answered him, óTeacher, when you say 

these things you insult us too.ô But Jesus replied, óWoe to you experts in 

religious law as well! You load people down with burdens difficult to bear, yet 

you yourselves refuse to touch the burdens with even one of your fingers! Woe 

to you! You build the tombs of the prophets whom your ancestors killed. So 

you testify that you approve of the deeds of your ancestors, because they killed 

the prophets and you build their tombs.ôò
194

  

 

ñMeanwhile, when many thousands of the crowd had gathered so that they 

were trampling on one another, Jesus began to speak first to his disciples, 

ñBe on your guard against the yeast of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy. 

Nothing is hidden that will not be revealed, and nothing is secret that will not 

be made known. So then whatever you have said in the dark will be heard in 

the light, and what you have whispered in private rooms will be proclaimed 

from the housetops.ò
195

 

 

ñThe Pharisees (who loved money) heard all this and ridiculed him. But Jesus 

said to them, óYou are the ones who justify yourselves in menôs eyes, but God 

knows your hearts. For what is highly prized among men is utterly detestable 

in The Christian Godôs sight.ô 
196

 

 

Nothing in the gospels is more obvious than Christôs disdain for those religious leaders who 

pervert his teachings for their own aggrandizement, enrichment and empowerment.  
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Heal the Sick 

Chapter 4 

 

We have introduced this concept before but it deserves the prominence that Christ gave it and so 

a little redundancy will not hurt.  

 

The prime commandments: 

 

ñ
Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 

mind and with all your strength. The second is this: Love your neighbor as yourself. 

There is no commandment greater than these."
197

 

 

How would you want to be treated if you were sick? Would healing be at the top of your list of 

priorities? 

 

As we have established Christ gave his disciples two orders as to their mission, teach the gospels 

and heal the sick. Any who claim to be his disciple and fails to do either would lack credibility.  

 

ñHe called his twelve disciples to him and gave them authority to drive out spirits 

and to heal every disease and sickness.
198

  

 

ñHeal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, drive out demons.ò
199

  

 

 ñWhen Jesus had called the Twelve together, he gave them power and authority to 

drive out all demons and to cure diseases, and he sent them out to preach the 

kingdom of God and to heal the sick.ò
200

 

 

According to Mark, even Christôs final words before he ascended into heaven were 

ñthey will place their hands on sick people, and they will get well." 
201

  

 

Christ forgave just about everything as far as sins goes. However, it is clear that if you fail to 

care for the sick you will be damned. 
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ñThen the King will say to those on his right, óCome, you who are blessed by my 

Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the 

world. For I é was sick and you looked after me.ò
202

 "Then he will say to those on 

his left, óDepart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the 

devil and his angels. For I was é sickéyou did not look after me.ò "They also will 

answer, 'Lord, when did we see you é sick and did not help you?' He will reply, 'I tell 

you the truth, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for 

me.' Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal 

life.ò
203

 

 

That Jesus spent his ministry helping the sick is vital to understand the emphasis he places on 

such activity.  

 

ñThen they brought him a demon-possessed man who was blind and mute, and Jesus 

healed him, so that he could both talk and see.ò
204

 

 

ñWhen Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them and healed 

their sick.ò
205

 

 

ñGreat crowds came to him, bringing the lame, the blind, the crippled, the mute and 

many others, and laid them at his feet; and he healed them.ò
206

 

 

ñThe blind and the lame came to him at the temple, and he healed them.ò
207

 

 

ñand Jesus healed many who had various diseases. He also drove out many demons, 

but he would not let the demons speak because they knew who he was.ò
208

 

 

ñThey drove out many demons and anointed many sick people with oil and healed 

them.ò
209
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ñwho had come to hear him and to be healed of their diseases. Those troubled by evil 

spirits were cured.ò
210

 

 

ñand the people all tried to touch him, because power was coming from him and 

healing them all.ò
211

 

 

ñbut the crowds learned about it and followed him. He welcomed them and spoke to 

them about the kingdom of God, and healed those who needed healing.ò
212

 

 

ñJesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good 

news of the kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness among the people.ò
213

  

 

ñWhen evening came, many who were demon-possessed were brought to him, and he 

drove out the spirits with a word and healed all the sick.ò
214

  

 

ñWhile he was saying this, a ruler came and knelt before him and said, ñMy daughter 

has just died. But come and put your hand on her, and she will live.ôò
215

  

 

ñJesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, 

preaching the good news of the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness.ò
216

  

 

ñand he healed all their sick.ò
217

 

 

ñWhen Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them and healed 

their sick.ò
218

  

 

ñAnd when the men of that place recognized Jesus, they sent word to all the 

surrounding country. People brought all their sick to him.ò
219
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ñand begged him to let the sick just touch the edge of his cloak, and all who touched 

him were healed.ò
220

  

 

ñThat evening after sunset the people brought to Jesus all the sick and demon-

possessed.ò
221

 

 

ñFor he had healed many, so that those with diseases were pushing forward to touch 

himò.
222

 

 

ñHe could not do any miracles there, except lay his hands on a few sick people and 

heal them.ò
223

  

 

ñThey drove out many demons and anointed many sick people with oil and healed 

them.ò
224

  

 

ñThey ran throughout that whole region and carried the sick on mats to wherever 

they heard he was.
225

  

 

ñAnd wherever he wentðinto villages, towns or countrysideðthey placed the sick in 

the marketplaces. They begged him to let them touch even the edge of his cloak, and 

all who touched him were healed.ò
226

 

 

ñWhen the sun was setting, the people brought to Jesus all who had various kinds of 

sickness, and laying his hands on each one, he healed them.ò
227

  

 

ñYet the news about him spread all the more, so that crowds of people came to hear 

him and to be healed of their sicknesses.ò
228
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ñOne day as he was teaching, Pharisees and teachers of the law, who had come from 

every village of Galilee and from Judea and Jerusalem, were sitting there. And the 

power of the Lord was present for him to heal the sick.ò
229

  

 

ñAt that very time Jesus cured many who had diseases, sicknesses and evil spirits, 

and gave sight to many who were blind.ò
230

  

 

ñand a great crowd of people followed him because they saw the miraculous signs he 

had performed on the sick.ò
231

 

 

Again, on the requirements for eternal life, Christ gave this parable,  

 

ñOn one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. óTeacher,ô he asked, 

ówhat must I do to inherit eternal life?ô óWhat is written in the Law?" he replied. 

óHow do you read it?ô He answered: óLove the Lord your God with all your heart and 

with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mindô; and, óLove your 

neighbor as yourself.ô óYou have answered correctly,ô Jesus replied. óDo this and you 

will live.ô óBut he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, óAnd who is my 

neighbor?ô In reply Jesus said: óA man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, 

when he fell into the hands of robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and 

went away, leaving him half dead. A priest happened to be going down the same 

road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. So too, a Levite, 

when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. But a 

Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took 

pity on him. He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then 

he put the man on his own donkey, took him to an inn and took care of him. The next 

day he took out two silver coins[e] and gave them to the innkeeper. óLook after him,ô 

he said, óand when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may 

have.ô óWhich of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the 

hands of robbers?ô The expert in the law replied, óThe one who had mercy on him.ô 

Jesus told him, óGo and do likewise.ôò
232

  

 

Itôs widely understood that our political evangelicals cannot heal the sick as Christ required even 

though he promised. As he ascended into heaven for the final time, the power would remain with 

those who believe;   

 

                                                 
229

 Lk 5:17 
230

 Lk 7:21 
231

 Jn 6:2 
232

 Lk 10 25:37 



 

David VanLandingham   ñPoliticians Veto their Godò 

62 

ñHe said to them, óGo into all the world and preach the good news to all creation. 

Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be 

condemned. And these signs will accompany those who believe: In my name they will 

drive out demons; they will speak in new tongues; they will pick up snakes with their 

hands; and when they drink deadly poison, it will not hurt them at all; they will place 

their hands on sick people, and they will get well.ô After the Lord Jesus had spoken to 

them, he was taken up into heaven and he sat at the right hand of God. Then the 

disciples went out and preached everywhere, and the Lord worked with them and 

confirmed his word by the signs that accompanied it.ò
233

 

  

One has to ask why the obvious miracles that abounded in early Christendom no longer exist. 

Did the Christian God abandon mankind? 

 

ñWhen they came to the crowd, a man approached Jesus and knelt before him. 
ó
Lord, 

have mercy on my son,ô he said.  óHe has seizures and is suffering greatly. He often 

falls into the fire or into the water. I brought him to your disciples, but they could not 

heal him.ô óO unbelieving and perverse generation,ô Jesus replied, óhow long shall I 

stay with you? How long shall I put up with you? Bring the boy here to me.ô Jesus 

rebuked the demon, and it came out of the boy, and he was healed from that moment. 

Then the disciples came to Jesus in private and asked, óWhy couldn't we drive it out?ô 

He replied, óBecause you have so little faith. I tell you the truth, if you have faith as 

small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, 'Move from here to there' and 

it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you.ò
234

 

 

Christ further coupled faith to his miracles.  

 

ñJesus said to him, óI will go and heal him. The centurion replied, óLord, I do not 

deserve to have you come under my roof. But just say the word, and my servant will 

be healedò.
235

 

 

óThen Jesus said to the centurion, óGo! It will be done just as you believed it would.ô 

And his servant was healed at that very hour.ò
236

 

 

ñShe said to herself, óIf I only touch his cloak, I will be healed.ô Jesus turned and saw 

her. óTake heart, daughter,ô he said, "your faith has healed you.ô And the woman was 

healed from that moment.ò
237
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ñHearing this, Jesus said to Jairus, óDon't be afraid; just believe, and she will be 

healedô.ò
238

 

 

ñThen the woman, seeing that she could not go unnoticed, came trembling and fell at 

his feet. In the presence of all the people, she told why she had touched him and how 

she had been instantly healed. Then he said to her, óDaughter, your faith has healed 

you. Go in peaceô.ò
239

 

  

ñHe said to her, óDaughter, your faith has healed you. Go in peace and be freed from 

your suffering.ôò
240

 

 

ñThat is why I did not even consider myself worthy to come to you. But say the word, 

and my servant will be healed.ò
241

 

 

ñThen Jesus answered, "Woman, you have great faith! Your request is granted." And 

her daughter was healed from that very hour.ò
242

 

 

ñFor this people's heart has become calloused; they hardly hear with their ears, and 

they have closed their eyes. Otherwise they might see with their eyes, hear with their 

ears, understand with their hearts and turn, and I would heal them.ò
243

 

 

òGo," said Jesus, óyour faith has healed you.ô Immediately he received his sight and 

followed Jesus along the roadò.
244

 

 

These passages bring us to perhaps the most interesting concept of our discussion.  

 

First, we must be assured that this concept of belief is within context and is consistent with 

Christôs general message. The number of passages quoted would indicate that it is. But further, it 

is exactly the same point reiterated numerous times concerning the practice of prayer which we 

will cover in the chapter on hypocrisy. Christ promised that all prayers will be answered as they 
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are submitted. Just like the mountain mentioned above, if you have sufficient belief, your prayers 

will be answered. It is the same concept for healing, the only criterion is belief.  

 

So the concept we face is the question of whether Christ was telling the truth when he made his 

promises? Itôs your decision; Christ said his followers can cure the sick if they believe. The 

political evangelicals cannot cure the sick. Was God wrong or do the political evangelicals lack 

sufficient belief? As Christians believe that their God is all powerful, it cannot be a question of 

Godôs ability to do as he promised.  

 

Christ introduced the concept of relativity of his commandments ñThere is no commandment 

greater than these.ò
245

 Some commandments are more important that others. We see this also in 

the identification of those commandments relating to obtaining eternal life, obviously these are 

the important concerns. The question of the importance of healing the sick is a noteworthy 

inconsistency in the philosophy of Christ and the philosophy of the political evangelicals. Based 

on the emphasis given by Christ in the gospels, it appears to be an essential act of love falling 

under the purview of the greatest commandments.  

 

The political evangelicals cannot cure the sick. However, they could compensate somewhat for 

that failure by making the issue a significant part of their agenda. There is no issue in the gospels 

that received as much emphasis as healing, it is a prime requirement for eternal life, it was a 

mandate when Christ sent out his disciples, and the gospels describe Christ healing the sick more 

than any other activity. It should receive the same emphasis from Christôs followers today. It 

would seem a proper test of political evangelicals credibility is their emphasis on healing. 

 

Six thousand Africans die daily from AIDS, making it the worst infectious disease calamity since 

the Plague of the Middle Ages. More persons will die of AIDS in Africa over the next decade 

than have died from all the worldôs wars of the 20th century. Many AIDS victims have done 

nothing more harmful than enter the world ð 12.1 million African children have been orphaned 

by AIDS. For them the tragedy is only beginning, since many have or are likely to contract the 

disease. World wide it is estimated that there are 39 million people living with HIV/AIDS, 

almost 5 million were newly infected in 2004 and 3.1 million, including one half a million 

children, died of AIDS in 2004. The annual world spending to fight AIDS amounts to three days 

of military expenditures. 

 

International consensus finds the following necessary to turn the tide are massive responses at 

the national and international level: 

 People need to challenge the myths and misconceptions about human sexuality that 

translate into dangerous sexual practices.  
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 Work and legislation is needed to reduce prejudice felt by HIV+ people around the world 

and the discrimination that prevents people from "coming out" as being HIV positive.  

 HIV prevention initiatives need to be increased, people across the world need to be made 

aware of the dangers, the risks, and the ways they can protect themselves.  

 Condom promotion and supply needs to be increased, and the appropriate sexual health 

education needs to be provided to young people before they reach an age where they 

become sexually active.  

 Medication and support needs to be provided to people who are already HIV+, so that 

they can live longer and more productive lives, support their families, and avoid 

transmitting the virus onwards.  

 Support and care needs to be provided for those children who have already been 

orphaned by AIDS, so that they can grow up safely, without experiencing poverty, 

exploitation, and themselves falling prey to HIV.  

 

The position taken by the majority of our political evangelicals is that they have a higher priority 

than the prevention and cure of the disease. They are curtailing one of the most effect ways of 

addressing the disease due to a fear that the method will promote sexual promiscuity. Now, no 

one will argue that sexual promiscuity can be a bad thing, and even part of the problem. 

However, as we are discussing Christôs priorities, sexual promiscuity was hardly on the top of 

his list of evils. We will detail Christ specific guidance on sexual issues as compared to his 

emphasis on curing the sick, but first a look at how the political evangelicals treat the issue of 

HIV/AIDS.  

 

Nations and organizations that include sexual education and the use of condoms as part of their 

arsenal against the pandemic are punished financially and degraded as immoral. Those nations 

and organizations who promote abstinence only programs are financially rewarded. A recent 

study has shown that young people who take one of the political evangelicals promoted and 

funded óabstinence pledgesô are just as likely to become infected with sexually transmitted 

diseases as those who donôt - not because they have as many sexual partners, but because they 

are more ignorant about the risks of infection. Nevertheless, the political evangelicalsô approach 

is being allowed to dictate the practicalities of AIDS education in America and foreign aid for 

the pandemic in impoverished nations.  

 

Abstinence is a cultural, social, religious preference. It is not universally recognized as a virtue 

and noncompliance does not violate any significant or enforceable law within the US or most 

other advanced country. Unlike murder, rape, theft, assault, etc, violation isnôt intuitively wrong. 

Within the American jurisprudence system, sexual matters between two consulting adults such as 

abstinence, or the lack there of, is considered not of anyoneôs business except the persons 

involved. From a Christian standpoint, abstinence, or the lack thereof, is not one of the ñsinsò 

precluding ñeternal lifeò, it is not mandated by Christ, and it is not one of the Ten 

Commandments. Therefore, to conclude that it is the only rational or ñmoralò way to combat 

sexually transmitted diseases has no basis in logic. Advocates claim that it is guaranteed to work 
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and while on the surface it may be apparent that not having sex will result in no sexually 

transmitted diseases it isnôt that simple. Sexually transmitted diseases can be transferred without 

technically having sex.  AIDS can be transmitted through kissing if both partners have open 

sores in their mouths, and kissing is not considered by all but the most prudish as sex. Even 

within our American ñChristianò youth culture, oral sex isnôt considered sex but it can spread 

STD. It is even more complex an issue than that. The proponents of ñabstinenceò fail in moral 

leadership because their message is insufficiently motivating to actually result in abstinence. 

Taking of the pledge is simple and can even be socially and spiritually rewarding but pledging is 

significantly different from abstaining. Studies show that those who take the pledge have an 

equal or higher rate of STD than those who do not practice abstinence because those who take 

the ñpledgeò do not remain faithful to that pledge. Apparently they are unprepared to have safe 

sex since the concept and any discussion of safe sex is banned by the ñabstinence onlyò crowd 

because it would require them to admit that the persuasiveness of their program isnôt effective.  

 

With abstinence in the AIDS fight we have the concept of the relativity of two values. I will not 

say the relativity of two commandments as healing the sick was mandated by Christ, abstinence 

was not. It seems rather foolish to second guess oneôs God, but for argumentôs sake, letôs say that 

abstinence comes under the purview of ñsexual immoralityò. But, we need to take the 

comparison one step further; condom usage is condemned because it may result in an increase in 

permissiveness. So, we are comparing the absolute mandate of curing the sick to a possible 

increase in permissiveness.  One would think that if condom usage gave a mixed message the 

proper action would be for the Christian leadership to explain to their followers that 

permissiveness is not ok, that condoms, while available and essential for some, will not be 

necessary for Christians because they will abstain. The problem with that approach is the 

question as to the creditability of the Christian leadership, especially the political evangelicals. 

Do they have the moral persuasiveness or authority to actually get their followers to abstain?  

 

Next, some of the political evangelicals are actually misrepresenting the effectiveness of the use 

of condoms.  How is bending the truth conceivable when Christ considered honesty of major 

import in the Christian philosophy, one of the commandments concerning eternal life? That issue 

will be covered in a subsequent chapter.  The Vatican says "safer sex is. . . a dangerous and 

immoral policy based on the deluded theory that the condom can provide adequate protection 

against AIDSô" The Pope and the head of the Vaticanôs office on the family have endorsed the 

claim - which has been proven to be wrong - that sperm and the AIDS virus can pass through 

latex condoms.  

 

A recently released congressional study reports that millions of American children are taught 

false, misleading, or distorted information in federally funded programs focusing on abstinence 

to prevent teen pregnancy and sexually transmitted disease.   

 

Political evangelicals are leading a charge to undermine sex education in America where such 

discussion is increasingly focusing more on morality and less on physical know-how. Education 

about the dangers of HIV is lost, as young people are told that sex before marriage is sinful, that 
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condoms donôt work, and that they should practice abstinence until marriage. In 2003 and 2004, 

President Bushôs budget allows a $128 million budget in funding for abstinence-only sexual 

health education programs.  

 

According to Human Rights Watch ñU.S.-funded ñabstinence-onlyò programs are jeopardizing 

Ugandaôs successful fight against HIV/AIDS. Abstinence-only programs deny young people 

information about any method of HIV prevention other than sexual abstinence until marriage. 

The 80-page report, ñThe Less They Know, the Better: Abstinence-Only HIV/AIDS Programs in  

Uganda,ò documents the recent removal of critical HIV/AIDS information from primary school 

curricula, including information about condoms, safer sex and the risks of HIV in marriage. 

Draft secondary-school materials state falsely that latex condoms have microscopic pores that 

can be permeated by HIV, and that pre-marital sex is a form of ñdeviance.ò HIV/AIDS rallies 

sponsored by the U.S. government spread similar falsehoods.   

  

ñThese abstinence-only programs leave Ugandaôs children at risk of HIV,ò said Jonathan Cohen, 

a researcher with Human Rights Watchôs HIV/AIDS Program and one of the reportôs authors. 

ñAbstinence messages should complement other HIV-prevention strategies, not undermine 

them.ò   

  

A draft ñAbstinence and Being Faithful (AB)ò policy released in November 2004 by the Uganda 

AIDS Commission cautions that providing information about condoms alongside abstinence can 

be ñconfusingò to youth. Teachers told Human Rights Watch that they have been instructed by 

U.S. contractors not to discuss condoms in schools because the new policy is ñabstinence only.ò 

President Museveni has publicly condemned condoms as inappropriate for Ugandans, leading 

some AIDS educators to stop talking about them.   

  

Uganda faces a nationwide condom shortage due to new government restrictions on condom 

imports. In late 2004, the Health Ministry recalled batches of imported condoms, allegedly due 

to failed quality control tests. Instead of addressing the shortage, some ministers suggested that 

Ugandans adopt abstinence as a preferable HIV-prevention strategy.   

  

ñUganda is gradually removing condoms from its HIV/AIDS strategy, and the consequences 

could be fatal,ò said Tony Tate, a researcher with Human Rights Watchôs Childrenôs Rights 

Division and the reportôs co-author. ñDelaying sex is surely a healthy choice for young 

Ugandans, but youth have a right to know that there are other effective means of HIV 

prevention.ò   

  

The U.S. government has already budgeted approximately $8 million in 2005 on abstinence-only 

programs in Uganda as part of President George W. Bushôs global AIDS plan. The National 

Youth Forum, headed by Ugandan First Lady Janet Museveni, a vocal proponent of abstinence-

only, has received U.S. funding under the plan. The First Lady has lashed out against groups that 

teach young people about condoms and called for a national ñvirgin censusò to support her 

abstinence agenda. The Virginia-based Childrenôs AIDS Fund, an organization with close ties to 

Janet Museveni, was recently approved for a major abstinence-only grant, despite having been 
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deemed ñnot suitable for fundingò by a technical panel of the U.S. Agency for International 

Development. 

  

ñAbstinence-only programs are a triumph of ideology over public health,ò said Cohen. 

ñAmericans should demand that HIV-prevention programs worldwide stick to science.ò  

  

Uganda gained a reputation in the 1990s for its high-level leadership against HIV/AIDS and 

acceptance of sexually candid HIV-prevention messages. But public health experts and Ugandan 

AIDS organizations fear that the shift toward abstinence-only programs will reverse this success. 

Abstinence programs have been used since 1981 in the United States, where they have proven in 

numerous independent studies to be ineffective and potentially harmful.
246

  

 

The political evangelicals contend that sexual education and the use of condoms promotes 

promiscuity. That they have not proven this theory means that lives are not being saved on the 

possibility, and just the possibility, that the lifesaving methodology may cause promiscuity. The 

priority is the possible prevention of promiscuity, not the curing of the disease.  

 

How did promiscuity stack up in Christôs priorities? Would he take the position that a possible 

reduction in promiscuity out weighs the saving of lives and curing the sick?  

 

Christôs overall take on sexual morality is rather skimpy. With the exception of his prohibition 

on adultery, Christ teachings consist, in its entirety, of  

 

ñ
For from within, out of men's hearts, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, 

murder, adultery, greed, malice, deceit, lewdness, envy, slander, arrogance and 

folly.ò
247

   

 

And that is about it. You even have to make an assumption that part of the definition of the 

above terms is sexual promiscuity among consenting unmarried adults. It is also important to 

note that when Christ was asked to detail the requirements for eternal life, his list excluded 

sexual immorality,
248

 which apparently is not enough to hinder the access to eternal life. 

 

Adultery involves sexual morality but will be excluded from this analysis for two reasons: 

1. it is primarily a sin of betrayal of the marriage relationship 

2. it is rarely one of the ñsexual morality ñissues that concern the political evangelicals. 
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To put the whole situation into perspective, we have a mandate for the Christian leadership to 

cure the sick, specific warning that to fail to care for the sick will result in damnation while the 

opposite will result in salvation, multiple commands to heal the sick, a life spent by Christ 

himself curing the sick and one sentence which includes the words sexual morality, and the 

political evangelicals conclude that the chance that someone would slide into promiscuity 

justifies a complete disregard for a very significant part of Christôs teachings. Not only that but it 

justifies misrepresentation of the truth in the presentation their viewpoint. Are these political 

evangelicals credible Christian leaders? 

 

Another ñchoiceò made by the political evangelicals in selecting Christian priorities is their 

campaign to suppress the use of legal medical marijuana used to relieve the suffering from the 

effects of various diseases and chemo therapy. The political evangelicals views marijuana as an 

illicit drug and projects that legalizing it in any manner will do harm to the war on drugs. It does 

not explain why marijuana is different from legalized opium derivatives like morphine which 

have immense benefit but are far more destructive if misused. This relatively minor issue is 

further proof that the political evangelicals find different priorities than their God.  

 

Christ said: 

 

, óDepart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil 

and his angels. For I was é sickéyou did not look after me.ò "They also will 

answer, 'Lord, when did we see you é sick and did not help you?' He will reply, 'I tell 

you the truth, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for 

me.' Then they will go away to eternal punishment.ò
249

 

 

ñWhatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for meò 

 

Almost three times as many people, most of them in tropical countries of the Third World, die of 

preventable, curable diseases as die of AIDS. Malaria, tuberculosis, acute lower-respiratory 

infections--in 1998, these claimed 6.1 million lives. Three million children currently die annually 

from vaccine preventable diseases.  

 

About a million children die from measles each year even though effective immunization, which 

includes vaccine and safe injection equipment, costs just $0.26 and has been available for more 

than 30 years. 
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Thirty million of the 130 million children born every year are not receiving basic immunization.  

The United Nations Children's Fund has estimated the additional monies needed to immunize 

every child in the developing world at $2.808 billion annually. In remarks to the World Bank on 

November 20, 2003, Dr. Peter Piot, the executive director of UNAIDS, spoke of the need for "a 

minimum $10 billion needed annually to mount an effective, comprehensive response in low- 

and middle-income countries." In reporting to the UN General Assembly in September, 2003, on 

the proceedings of the high-level interactive panel on HIV/AIDS, Secretary-General Kofi Annan 

also spoke of the "$10 billion required annually by 2005 to stem the tide of AIDS." The UNôs 

Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) in its The State of Food Insecurity in the World 2003 

estimates that over 800 million people worldwide are hungry and undernourished. The FAO has 

also stated that an annual increase of $24 billion in anti-hunger efforts would reduce world 

hunger by half (to 400 million people) by 2015. To put those numbers into perspective, $204.6 

billion will be spent on the war in Iraq by the end of fiscal year 2005 (these are incremental 

costs, for example, they exclude military but not combat pay).  Thatôs about $5 Billion per 

month. 

 

The estimated total number of people living in the US with a viral STD is over 65 million. Every 

year, there are approximately 15 million new cases of STDs, some of which are curable. About 

half of all new STDs in 2000 occurred among youth ages 15 to 24. Each year, one in four teens 

contracts an STD. One in two sexually active persons will contact an STD by age 25. Less than 

one-third are routinely screened for STDs. 

 

A Third of the people born in 2000 and more than half of Hispanic women will develop diabetes. 

Studies show that modest weight loss and exercise can ward off the disease. 

 

Between 16 and 33 percent of American children and adolescents are obese. Obesity is among 

the easiest medical conditions to recognize but most difficult to treat. Unhealthy weight gain due 

to poor diet and lack of exercise is responsible for over 300,000 deaths each year. Risks and 

increased risk of heart disease, high blood pressure, diabetes, breathing problems, trouble 

sleeping. Child and adolescent obesity is also associated with increased risk of emotional 

problems. Teens with weight problems tend to have much lower self-esteem and be less popular 

with their peers. Depression, anxiety, and obsessive compulsive disorder can also occur. 

 

The two psychiatric eating disorders, anorexia nervosa and bulimia, are on the increase among 

teenage girls and young women and often run in families. In the United States, as many as 10 in 

100 young women suffer from an eating disorder.  

 

An estimated 4.5 million Americans have Alzheimerôs disease. One in ten persons over 65 and 

nearly half of those over 85 will have the disease. This number has more than doubled since 

1980 and by 2050 could range from 11.3 million to 16 million. 
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The Census Bureau says that 45 million Americans lacked health insurance in 2003, up by 1.4 

mill ion from 2002 and by 5.2 million from 2000. The National Academy of Sciences estimates 

that 18,000 adults die each year because they are uninsured and cannot get proper care. The 

number of uninsured may rise further as states like Tennessee and Missouri cope with soaring 

health costs by ending Medicaid coverage for tens of thousands of low-income people, a 13% 

increase from 2000 ï 2003. 

 

The American pharmaceutical industry has potent drugs effective against certain types of rare 

forms of cancer.  They are being pulled off the market because they will not produce sufficient 

profit. Many define America as a Christian culture. Denying children drugs that will cure their 

cancer just because there is insufficient profit proves otherwise.   

 

Nothing in the gospels is as extensively covered as care for the sick. It is a critical issue in 

Christôs philosophy. Of course the political evangelicals ñcare for the sickò. But they 

comparatively devote little time or effort the issue, and they have demonstrated that they have 

much more serious concerns. What credibility as Christian leaders does the political evangelicals 

have when they determine that their issues are superior to their Christian Godôs issues; that their 

priorities, their choices, are of higher value than Christôs?  

 

The prime commandment says:  

 

ñLove your neighbor as yourself. There is no commandment greater than these.ò
250

 

 

Most people would go to every extreme to cure themselves of a sickness.  Perhaps even more 

would go to every extreme to heal a loved one. Money would not be an object; possibly even law 

would not stand in the way for many if the need is desperate and your child was at mortal risk. I 

do not see another way to interpret the great commandment than as a requirement to treat 

everyone (your neighbor) as you would want to be treated or as you would want your spouse or 

child be treated. Christ defined this as the greatest commandment. He clearly placed healing as 

the highest of the acts of love under this commandment. How therefore can the political 

evangelicals place their own agenda and other commandments higher then this one?  
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Rich vs Poor 

Chapter 5 

 

There is a tendency among the political evangelicals to condemn certain lifestyles but rarely the 

two that were condemned by Christ; self-righteous materialistic ministers and the wealthy.  

 

Christôs philosophy and life demonstrates that the prime commandment is a lifestyle 

commitment, 

 

ñ
Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 

mind and with all your strength. The second is this: Love your neighbor as yourself. 

There is no commandment greater than these."
251

 

 

Six million children under 5 die every year of diseases that can be easily and cheaply treated. 40 

million young people are still unable to go to school and 300 million Africans lack access to 

clean water. 

 

Again, what is necessary for eternal life? 

 

ñAs Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to him and fell on his knees before him. 

óGood teacher,ô he asked, ówhat must I do to inherit eternal life?ô óWhy do you call 

me good?ô Jesus answered. óNo one is goodðexcept God alone. You know the 

commandments: Do not murder, do not commit adultery, do not steal, do not give 

false testimony, do not defraud, honor your father and mother.ô óTeacher,ô he 

declared, óall these I have kept since I was a boy.ô Jesus looked at him and loved him. 

óOne thing you lack,ô he said. óGo, sell everything you have and give to the poor, and 

you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.ôò
252

  

 

ñThen the King will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed by my 

Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the 

world. For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you 

gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 
36

I needed 

clothes and you clothed meé ñThen he will say to those on his left, óDepart from me, 

you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. For I 

was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to 
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drink, I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not 

clothe me.ò
253

  

 

ñany of you who does not give up everything he has cannot be my disciple.ò
254

 

 

That should be sufficient however, he went on, 

 

ñIt is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter 

the kingdom of God.ò
255

 

 

ñBut woe to you who are rich, for you have already received your comfort.ò
256

  

 

ñWoe to you who are well fed now, for you will go hungry.ò
257

 

 

ñNo one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he 

will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and 

Money.ò
258

 

 

ñThe Pharisees, who loved money, heard all this and were sneering at Jesus.ò
259

 

 

ñIf you want to be perfect, go, sell your possessions and give to the poor, and you will 

have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.ò
260

 

 

ñThese were his instructions: Take nothing for the journey except a staffðno bread, 

no bag, no money in your belts.ò
261

 

 

ñBlessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God.ò
262
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ñThe one who received the seed that fell among the thorns is the man who hears the 

word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke it, making it 

unfruitful.ò
263

 

 

ñConsider how the lilies grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you, not even 

Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. If that is how God clothes 

the grass of the field, which is here today, and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, how 

much more will he clothe you, O you of little faith! And do not set your heart on what 

you will eat or drink; do not worry about it. For the pagan world runs after all such 

things, and your Father knows that you need them. But seek his kingdom, and these 

things will be given to you as well. Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has 

been pleased to give you the kingdom. Sell your possessions and give to the poor. 

Provide purses for yourselves that will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that will 

not be exhausted, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. For where your 

treasure is, there your heart will be also.ò
264

 

 

ñThere was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and lived in luxury 

every day. At his gate was laid a beggar named Lazarus, covered with sores and 

longing to eat what fell from the rich manôs table. Even the dogs came and licked his 

sores. The time came when the beggar died and the angels carried him to Abrahamôs 

side. The rich man also died and was buried. In hell, where he was in torment, he 

looked up and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his side. So he called to him, 

óFather Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in 

water and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.ô But Abraham replied, 

óSon, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, while Lazarus 

received bad things, but now he is comforted here and you are in agony. And besides 

all this, between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who want to 

go from here to you cannot, nor can anyone cross over from there to us.ô He 

answered, óThen I beg you, father, send Lazarus to my fatherôs house, for I have five 

brothers. Let him warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of torment.ô 

Abraham replied, óThey have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to them.ô  óNo, 

father Abraham,ô he said, óbut if someone from the dead goes to them, they will 

repent.ô He said to him, óIf they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not 

be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.ôò
265

 

 

ñThe ground of a certain rich man produced a good crop. He thought to himself, 

óWhat shall I do? I have no place to store my crops.ô Then he said, óThis is what Iôll 

do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store all my 

grain and my goods. And Iôll say to myself, you have plenty of good things laid up for 

many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry.ô But God said to him, óYou fool! 
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This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what you have 

prepared for yourself?ô This is how it will be with anyone who stores up things for 

himself but is not rich toward God.ò
266

 

 

ñLarge crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to them he said: óIf anyone 

comes to me and does not hate his father and mother, his wife and children, his 

brothers and sistersðyes, even his own lifeðhe cannot be my disciple. And anyone 

who does not carry his cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. Suppose one of 

you wants to build a tower. Will he not first sit down and estimate the cost to see if he 

has enough money to complete it? For if he lays the foundation and is not able to 

finish it, everyone who sees it will ridicule him, saying, óThis fellow began to build 

and was not able to finishô. Or suppose a king is about to go to war against another 

king. Will he not first sit down and consider whether he is able with ten thousand men 

to oppose the one coming against him with twenty thousand? If he is not able, he will 

send a delegation while the other is still a long way off and will ask for terms of 

peace. In the same way, any of you who does not give up everything he has cannot be 

my disciple.ò
267

 

 

Is it ok to personally make money from Church related activities? 

 

ñJesus entered the temple area and drove out all who were buying and selling there. 

He overturned the tables of the money changers and the benches of those selling 

doves.ò
268

 

 

ñIn the temple courts he found men selling cattle, sheep and doves, and others sitting 

at tables exchanging money. So he made a whip out of cords, and drove all from the 

temple area, both sheep and cattle; he scattered the coins of the money changers and 

overturned their tables.ò
269

 

 

Tithing is not Christôs recommended measure for appropriate giving. The measure Christ 

demanded is ñput in everythingðall she had to live onò,
270

 ñsell everything you have and give to 

the poorò 
271

 That sounds somewhat extreme, but these are not my words, they are the teachings 

of the Christian God. 
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 ñJesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and watched the 

crowd putting their money into the temple treasury. Many rich people threw in large 

amounts. But a poor widow came and put in two very small copper coins, worth only 

a fraction of a penny. Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, "I tell you the truth, this 

poor widow has put more into the treasury than all the others. They all gave out of 

their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in everythingðall she had to live on.ò
272

 

 

ñThen the Lord said to him, "Now then, you Pharisees clean the outside of the cup 

and dish, but inside you are full of greed and wickedness. You foolish people! Did not 

the one who made the outside make the inside also? But give what is inside the dish to 

the poor, and everything will be clean for you. Woe to you Pharisees, because you 

give God a tenth of your mint, rue and all other kinds of garden herbs, but you 

neglect justice and the love of God. You should have practiced the latter without 

leaving the former undone. But give what is inside the dish to the poor, and 

everything will be clean for you.ò
273

 

 

ñTo some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on everybody 

else, Jesus told this parable: ótwo men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and 

the other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood up and prayed about
 
himself: óGod, I thank 

you that I am not like other men ï robbers, evildoers, adulterers ï or even like this tax 

collector. I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.ò "But the tax collector stood at 

a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, óGod, have 

mercy on me, a sinner.ô "I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home 

justified before God. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who 

humbles himself will be exalted.ò
274

 

 

Christôs philosophy was that oneôs talents, the thing that gives the ability to accumulate wealth 

was a gift and not of oneôs own doing: 

 

ñAgain, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and 

entrusted his property to them. To one he gave five talents of money, to another two 

talents, and to another one talent, each according to his ability. Then he went on his 

journey. The man who had received the five talents went at once and put his money to 

work and gained five more. So also, the one with the two talents gained two more. But 

the man who had received the one talent went off, dug a hole in the ground and hid 

his masterôs money. After a long time the master of those servants returned and 

settled accounts with them. The man who had received the five talents brought the 

other five. óMaster,ô he said, óyou entrusted me with five talents. See, I have gained 

five more.ô His master replied, óWell done, good and faithful servant! You have been 
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faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share 

your masterôs happiness!ô The man with the two talents also came. óMaster,ô he said, 

óyou entrusted me with two talents; see, I have gained two more.ô His master replied, 

óWell done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will 

put you in charge of many things. Come and share your masterôs happiness!ô Then 

the man who had received the one talent came. óMaster,ô he said, óI knew that you are 

a hard man, harvesting where you have not sown and gathering where you have not 

scattered seed. So I was afraid and went out and hid your talent in the ground. See, 

here is what belongs to you.ô His master replied, óYou wicked, lazy servant! So you 

knew that I harvest where I have not sown and gather where I have not scattered 

seed? Well then, you should have put my money on deposit with the bankers, so that 

when I returned I would have received it back with interest. óTake the talent from him 

and give it to the one who has the ten talents. For everyone who has will be given 

more, and he will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what he has will 

be taken from him. And throw that worthless servant outside, into the darkness, where 

there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.ôò
275

 

 

ñWho then is the faithful and wise manager, whom the master puts in charge of his 

servants to give them their food allowance at the proper time? It will be good for that 

servant whom the master finds doing so when he returns. I tell you the truth, he will 

put him in charge of all his possessions. But suppose the servant says to himself, óMy 

master is taking a long time in coming,ô and he then begins to beat the menservants 

and maidservants and to eat and drink and get drunk. The master of that servant will 

come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour he is not aware of. He 

will cut him to pieces and assign him a place with the unbelievers. That servant who 

knows his masterôs will and does not get ready or does not do what his master wants 

will be beaten with many blows. But the one who does not know and does things 

deserving punishment will be beaten with few blows. From everyone who has been 

given much, much will be demanded; and from the one who has been entrusted with 

much, much more will be asked.ò
276

 

 

It follows that giving to the poor is a duty, not something for which recognition would be 

expected, for the wealthy it is simply returning ones talents to the source: 

 

ñSo when you give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites 

do in the synagogues and on the streets, to be honored by men. I tell you the truth, 

they have received their reward in full. But when you give to the needy, do not let 

your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in 

secret. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.ò
277
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The political evangelicals give to the poor and they advocate charity. Many have formed 

organizations that are doing a lot of charity work. The question is, are they performing as Christ 

would ask? How many of them live very comfortable or even wealthy life styles? How many are 

enriching themselves from Church related activities? Christian truth be told, the standard of 

ñgiving to the poorò has clearly been defined by Christ. ñGo, sell everything you have and give 

to the poorò
278

 ñThey all gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in everythingð

all she had to live on.ò
279

 That is Christôs standard. A true Christian leader has or is giving 

everything to the poor, retaining only that sufficient to live a life of sustenance. After all, 

ñLooking at his disciples, he said: óBlessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of 

God.ôò
280

  

 

A report recently surfaced that the most prominent political evangelical in the US Senate raised 

$4.4 million dollars to fight AIDS. He collected all of this from only 18 organizations many of 

which had current business before congress. He then diverted $1.4 million to ñoverheadò which 

included two payments totaling $456,125 in the form of consulting fees to firms ran by his 

longtime political fundraiser and the wife of a fellow senator, and other payments to the law firm 

of his accountantôs wife and the wife of another senate candidate. Of the $3 million that 

supposedly went to charitable AIDS causes a good percentage went to charities similar to the 

organization in question in that they are ran by other senators.  

 

Here is another example. Recently there was an article describing an executive of a Health Care 

Company. His wife was referred to as ña devoutly religious womanò. This description struck me 

as incredulous. Describing their opulent life style the article stated that she would use the 

company helicopter to take her from their plush estate to an exclusive shopping center where she 

made her purchases. This woman, who lived a life style condemned by Christ, stole from a 

company who made money from the sick. Poor sick people struggling to make ends meet and 

finance their medical needs paid for this womanôs free helicopter rides so she could make her 

extravagant acquisitions. She was described as devoutly religious, because that is how corrupt 

Christian religious thinking has become. They give a relatively few bucks to the church and are 

held out as shining examples of the devoutly religious.  

 

Among the most famous of the political evangelicals are several ministers who are described as 

televangelists. They have amassed vast fortunes and live magnificent lifestyles. Their money 

comes from the donations of the poor who are told that as a part of what is required for their 

salvation they must give to charity, and that charity is handled by the church. While some of the 

money actually is for good works, a significant portion is to enrich the televangelist.  

 

Many say that any redistribution of wealth is socialistic and would result in the disincentive to 

hard work. As to the first comment, there is no question as to Christôs intent. You may call it 
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what you will, but it remains the Christian philosophy. You might read the Acts of the Apostles 

to determine how Christôs first disciples understood his message. They pooled their belongings 

and shared everything. Calling this socialistic doesnôt change Christôs message which does call 

for a redistribution of wealth. However, the difference between a Christian society and a 

socialistic society is self determination. To function properly, Christianity requires free will, not 

coercion. 

 

Is Christôs philosophy a disincentive to hard work? The answer is in the parable which shows 

that Christ requires everyone to produce to the maximum extent of their talent. The incentive is 

the Christian philosophy not financial rewards, because ñFrom everyone who has been given 

much, much will be demanded; and from the one who has been entrusted with much, much more 

will be asked.ò
281

 

 

We have have discussed how much one should give to the poor, and the tithing concept. It would 

seem that the answer would be as long there are neighbors who are hungry or poor, Christians 

have not fulfilled our duty. 

 

ñThey also will answer, óLord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger 

or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?ô He will reply, óI tell 

you the truth, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for 

me.ô Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal 

life.ò
282

 

 

How does America progress on implemeting Christôs philosophy on the rich vs. the poor: 

 

 Every single day, 30,000 children die, needlessly, of extreme poverty, That is over 

10,000,000 per year 

 3 billion people, almost one-half of the world's population, live on less than $2 a day  

 1.2 billion people live in extreme poverty, on less than $1 a day.  

 30,000 children under 5 die every day from preventable and treatable poverty-related 

illnesses.  

 nearly 1 in 6 Canadian children and more than 1 in 6 U.S. children live below the poverty 

level.  

 The number of Americans who fell into poverty rose 1.1 million in 2004 to 37 million.  It 

was the fourth straight increase. Of these, close to a third were children. 
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 The world's richest 500 individuals have the same income as the world's poorest 416 

million people. The richest 5 percent receive 114 times the income of the poorest 5 

percent.  

 The U.S. and other rich countries are unwilling to provide a total of $7 billion annually 

for the next decade to provide 2.6 billion people with access to clean drinking water. That 

investment would save 4,000 lives a day, and the cost is less than Europeans spend on 

perfume - or than Americans spend on cosmetic surgery.  

 Housing prices are far outstripping salary increases for low- and moderate-income jobs, 

putting the American dream of owning a home beyond the reach of teachers, firefighters 

and other community workers in most American cities.  

 63% of all US pension plans lack sufficient funds to meet their obligations to their 

workers. In 1986 114,100 US companies had traditional pension plans, in 2002 there 

were only 32,000 left and these were in the worst financial shape for more than a decade.  

 Families account for 38% of America's homeless. Each night across America more than 

one million children have no place to call home. According to the Ford Foundation, 

nearly fifty percent of all homeless women and children are fleeing domestic violence. 

 At least 2.3 million adults and children, or nearly 1 percent of the U.S. population, are 

likely to experience a spell of homelessness at least once during the year. This likelihood 

grows to 6.3 percent if one considers only people living in poverty The VA estimates that 

nearly 200,000 veterans are homeless on any given night. And more than half a million 

experience homelessness over the course of a year.  

 Chronic hunger affects 852 million people world wide. Malnutrition kills 5 million 

children every year. 

 The U.S. currently provides only .016 of its national income to overall foreign aid. 

Compartively, that is the lowest percentage of the all the world's leading industrialized, 

democratic nations known as the Group of Eight (G8). 

 

Where are our political evangelicals, and their campaign for American Christian morality? What 

possible issues are more important that Christôs greatest commandment.  

 

The greatest commandment requires that Christians treat everyone as they themselves would be 

treated. How many of the political evangelicals, or any of the wealthy, would think it right to 

voluntaruly agree to live in abject poverty while their neighbor lives in luxery? Would they want 

poverty for themselves? If not then how are thay treating their neghbors as they would want to be 

treated? 

 

I cannot end this chapter without a personal comment. Nothing in Christianity is more perverse 

than ministers getting rich off of the sacrifices of the poor and the sick. That is the true 

abomination.  
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The Fight Against Sinners 

Chapter 6 

 

The political evangelicals hold the position that it is their responsibility to purge America of sin.  

 

Christ holds the position that each is responsible for their personal sins.  

 

If theirs was a creditable mission, they would be first fighting against those sins declared sins by 

Christ, with a priority on those Christ identified as preventing access to eternal life. If theirs was an 

honest mission they would address sin in the same manner as Christ addressed sin. If theirs was a 

mission free from hypocrisy, they would lead their lives as if they really believed in Christôs 

message concerning sin. 

 

ñTo some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on everybody 

else, Jesus told this parable: ótwo men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and 

the other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood up and prayed about
 
himself: óGod, I thank 

you that I am not like other men ï robbers, evildoers, adulterers ï or even like this tax 

collector. I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.ò "But the tax collector stood at 

a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, óGod, have 

mercy on me, a sinner.ô "I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home 

justified before God. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who 

humbles himself will be exalted.ò
283

 

 

Was Christ tough on sin? Definitely, but not in the sense portrayed by the political evangelicals.  

 

ñIf anyone causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for 

him to have a large millstone hung around his neck and to be drowned in the depths of 

the sea. Woe to the world because of the things that cause people to sin! Such things must 

come, but woe to the man through whom they come! If your hand or your foot causes you 

to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life maimed or crippled 

than to have two hands or two feet and be thrown into eternal fire. And if your eye causes 

you to sin, gouge it out and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life with one eye 

than to have two eyes and be thrown into the fire of hell. 
284

 

 

Here we see two of Christôs major tenants regarding sin. Christ gave dire warning to anyone who 

causes someone to sin, especially children. Then Christ demands that Christians go to extreme 

measures to prevent themselves from giving in to temptation. In the middle of this warning Christ 
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reminds us that sin and temptation ñmust comeò leading to the conclusion that it is not possible to 

eradicate the world from sin, presumably because sin is necessary in order to test ones commitment 

and morality. 

 

The same message is found in Luke which expanded how to treat anyone who sins.  

 

ñJesus said to his disciples: óThings that cause people to sin are bound to come, but woe 

to that person through whom they come. It would be better for him to be thrown into the 

sea with a millstone tied around his neck than for him to cause one of these little ones to 

sin. So watch yourselves. If your brother sins, rebuke him, and if he repents, forgive him. 

If he sins against you seven times in a day, and seven times comes back to you and says, 

óI repent,ô forgive him.ôò
285

  

 

The responsibility for this rebuke is further explained with  

 

"If your brother sins against you, go and show him his fault, just between the two of you. 

If he listens to you, you have won your brother over. But if he will not listen, take one or 

two others along, so that óevery matter may be established by the testimony of two or 

three witnesses. If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to 

listen even to the church, treat him as you would a pagan or a tax collector.ò
286

  

 

Important phrases are ñsins against youò and ñjust between the two of youò. This would be a 

situation with personal contact between two individuals, as opposed to complete strangers. 

Christians are authorized to resolve, in a quiet manner, personal offences from others, but there is no 

mention of taking any sort of action against a complete stranger. Christ said that Christians have the 

authority to privately rebuke a sinner, then again with one or two witnesses, and then tell the Church, 

(one would assume that if the sinner doesnôt belong to your Church, that church has no authority but 

then the result would be the same as the sinner is not prone to listen to a foreign church). Once the 

church is told, no further action is necessary or authorized other than to treat the other as Christ 

demanded Christians treat everyone.  Christians are to treat acquaintances that sinned against them, 

but will not listen to the church, as Christians would a Tax Collector. Just how are Christians to treat 

tax collectors or pagans? ñLove your neighbor as yourself.ò
287

 How did Christ treat taxpayers? He 

made them part of his ministry
288

, he socialized with them,
289

 he was their friend
290

, and he loved 

them. 
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That message is repeated with Christôs commission when he sent his disciples out to spread his 

message. 

 

 ñIf anyone will not welcome you or listen to your words, shake the dust off your feet 

when you leave that home or town. I tell you the truth, it will be more bearable for Sodom 

and Gomorrah on the day of judgment than for that town.ò
291

  

 

The discipleôs job was to speak to the people, if they refused to listen, their responsibility and 

authority ended and transferred to the Christian God.  

 

This is one of the most dramatic of the changes between the Old and the New Testament philosophy. 

Under the laws of the Old Testament the Church/State was authorized by their God to judge and 

execute offenders for a variety of offences against church/state law. One of the offences for which 

stoning to death was authorized was adultery. Christ radically changed that philosophy.  

 

ñThe teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought in a woman caught in adultery. They 

made her stand before the group and said to Jesus, óTeacher, this woman was caught in 

the act of adultery. In the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do 

you say?ô They were using this question as a trap, in order to have a basis for accusing 

him. But Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with his finger. When they 

kept on questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, óIf any one of you is 

without sin, let him be the first to throw a stone at her.ô Again he stooped down and wrote 

on the ground. At this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones 

first, until only Jesus was left, with the woman still standing there. Jesus straightened up 

and asked her, óWoman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?ô óNo one, sir,ô she 

said. óThen neither do I condemn you,ô Jesus declared. óGo now and leave your life of 

sin.ôò
292

 

 

The lawgivers and the Pharisees had the authority under their God and the Old Testament to execute 

this woman. Christ took that authority away from them. He laid specific responsibility on each 

individual, a responsibility that shifted away from the adulteress to themselves. Their authority no 

longer rested on the guilt of the sinner but on their own innocence from sin.  

 

Can it be that the political evangelicals who publicly judge and condemn complete strangers believe 

that they are free from sin? There again they fail in their credibility. Jesus said, 
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 ñno one is goodðexcept God aloneò.
293

  

 

Consistent with this example, Jesus said,  

 

ñDo not judge, or you too will be judged. For in the same way you judge others, you will 

be judged, and with the measure you use, it will be measured to you. Why do you look at 

the speck of sawdust in your brotherôs eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own 

eye? How can you say to your brother, óLet me take the speck out of your eye,ô when all 

the time there is a plank in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your 

own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brotherôs eye.ò 
294

  

 

Christ did not commission his followers to eliminate sin, rather, he told this parable,  

 

ñThe kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in his field. But while 

everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and went 

away. When the wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds also appeared. The 

ownerôs servants came to him and said, óSir, didnôt you sow good seed in your field? 

Where then did the weeds come from?ô  óAn enemy did this,ô he replied. The servants 

asked him, óDo you want us to go and pull them up?ô óNo,ô he answered, óbecause while 

you are pulling the weeds, you may root up the wheat with them. Let both grow together 

until the harvest. At that time I will tell the harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie 

them in bundles to be burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into my barn.ôò
295

 

 

ñThen he left the crowd and went into the house. His disciples came to him and said, 

óExplain to us the parable of the weeds in the field.ô He answered, óThe one who sowed 

the good seed is the Son of Man. The field is the world, and the good seed stands for the 

sons of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one, and the enemy who sows 

them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the harvesters are angels. As the 

weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the age. The Son of 

Man will send out his angels, and they will weed out of his kingdom everything that 

causes sin and all who do evil. They will throw them into the fiery furnace, where there 

will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the 

kingdom of their Father.ôò
296

 

 

In this parable Christians are faced with the decision to keep or remove the weeds (sin and those who 

cause sin) Christians are told to leave them alone until the harvest at which time their God will take 

care of them. Christ knew that Christians could not tell the good from the bad, and he did not want 
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the good eliminated with the bad and so he told them not to root out evil or the causes of evil, which 

was for the Christian God alone at the last judgment. The desire of the political evangelicals to 

ñeliminateò sin contradicts this parable as it does Christôs promise that ñThings that cause people to 

sin are bound to comeò.
297

  

 

Christ taught the difference between duty and choice. 

 

ñSuppose one of you had a servant plowing or looking after the sheep. Would he say to 

the servant when he comes in from the field, óCome along now and sit down to eatô? 

Would he not rather say, óPrepare my supper, get yourself ready and wait on me while I 

eat and drink; after that you may eat and drinkô? Would he thank the servant because he 

did what he was told to do? So you also, when you have done everything you were told to 

do, should say, ówe are unworthy servants; we have only done our duty.ôò
298

  

 

When one is forced to do good by law or coercion, there is no merit. Itôs like the servant, who does 

as he is told. He is required to plow the field; it is this duty. He is not doing it out of his free will. 

There is no reward in Christôs philosophy for such activity; the reward is when one performs of his 

own free will. This is consistent with our discussion of prayer and charity. Christ held they are to be 

accomplished without any ulterior motive, without force or inducement if they are to be of value.  

 

Jesus demanded that Christians forgive the sins of others: 

 

ñFor if you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive 

youò
299

.  

 

ñBut if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.ò
300

  

 

ñThen Peter came to Jesus and asked, óLord, how many times shall I forgive my brother 

when he sins against me? Up to seven times?ô 
 
Jesus answered, óI tell you, not seven 

times, but seventy seven times.ôò
301

  

 

ñIn anger his master turned him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay 

back all he owed. óThis is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you 

forgive your brother from your heart.ôò
302
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ñAnd when you stand praying, if you hold anything against anyone, forgive him, so that 

your Father in heaven may forgive you your sins.  But if you do not forgive, neither will 

your Father who is in heaven forgive your sins. ò
303

  

 

ñForgive us our sins, for we also forgive everyone who sins against us.ò
304

  

 

ñIf he sins against you seven times in a day, and seven times comes back to you and says, 

óI repent,ô forgive him.ò
305

  

 

ñTherefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his 

servants. As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand talents was 

brought to him. Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and 

his children and all that he had be sold to repay the debt. The servant fell on his knees 

before him. óBe patient with me,ô he begged, óand I will pay back everythingô. The 

servantôs master took pity on him, canceled the debt and let him go. But when that 

servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii. 

He grabbed him and began to choke him. óPay back what you owe me!ô he demanded. 

His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, óBe patient with me, and I will pay 

you back.ô But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until 

he could pay the debt. When the other servants saw what had happened, they were 

greatly distressed and went and told their master everything that had happened. Then the 

master called the servant in. óYou wicked servant,ô he said, óI canceled all that debt of 

yours because you begged me to. Shouldnôt you have had mercy on your fellow servant 

just as I had on you?ô In anger his master turned him over to the jailers to be tortured, 

until he should pay back all he owed. This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of 

you unless you forgive your brother from your heart.ò
306

 

  

What exactly does judge, condemn and forgive mean? 

 

ñDo not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and you will not be 

condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven.ò
307
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The current political attack campaign against homosexuals is an example of the application of this 

commandment by the political evangelicals.  

 

Merriam-Webster on line dictionary establishes these definitions: 

 

Á Judge: to form a negative opinion about 

Á Condemn: to declare to be reprehensible, wrong, or evil usually after weighing evidence and 

without reservation 

Á Forgive:  to cease to feel resentment against (an offender)  

 

In todayôs environment do you find the political evangelicals abstaining from the formulation of a 

negative opinion about homosexuals (judge)? Are they refraining declaring homosexuals to be 

reprehensible, wrong, or evil (condemn)? Do they appear to cease to feel resentment about 

homosexuals, excuse them (forgive)?   

 

The value of sin 

 

Christians often overlook an important concept introduced by Christ, the value of sin. Not that he 

ever said that sin is good, but that conquering sin is the hallmark of the greatest Christians. The 

following parables establish the concept that those who have led sinless lives, have always done 

good, or what they were supposed to do, may have their reward, but that reward will be less than 

those who have been lead astray but then conquered sin. There is great value in conquering sin of 

your own free will, and it is of higher virtue than never having been tested. If sin was eliminated, or 

if everyone was forced avoid sin rather than choosing to do so, this concept is invalidated. Of course, 

Christ taught that sin will not be eliminated, ñThings that cause people to sin are bound to comeò
308

 

obviously because he wanted his followers to choose good from evil. He wants to see folks 

challenged and sin conquered. He has less respect for those who are left unchallenged. 

  

ñOr suppose a woman has ten silver coins[a] and loses one. Does she not light a lamp, 

sweep the house and search carefully until she finds it? And when she finds it, she calls 

her friends and neighbors together and says, óRejoice with me; I have found my lost 

coin.ô In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God 

over one sinner who repents.
309
ò 

 

ñIf a man owns a hundred sheep, and one of them wanders away, will he not leave the 

ninety-nine on the hills and go to look for the one that wandered off? And if he finds it, I 
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tell you the truth, he is happier about that one sheep than about the ninety-nine that did 

not wander off. In the same way your Father in heaven is not willing that any of these 

little ones should be lost.ò
310

 

 

If life is easy, if there are no challenges, where is the merit to your actions? 

 

"If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? Even 'sinners' love those who 

love them. And if you do good to those who are good to you, what credit is that to you? 

Even 'sinners' do that. And if you lend to those from whom you expect repayment, what 

credit is that to you? Even 'sinners' lend to 'sinners,' expecting to be repaid in full. But 

love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without expecting to get anything 

back. Then your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High, because he 

is kind to the ungrateful and wicked. Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.ò
311

 

 

Christ introduced the concept that God alone understands each individual; he is to judge, and 

determine their worth, that humans cannot determine who is entitled to what reward.  

 

ñFor the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to 

hire men to work in his vineyard. He agreed to pay them a denarius for the day and sent 

them into his vineyard. About the third hour he went out and saw others standing in the 

marketplace doing nothing. He told them, óYou also go and work in my vineyard, and I 

will pay you whatever is right.ô So they went. He went out again about the sixth hour and 

the ninth hour and did the same thing. About the eleventh hour he went out and found still 

others standing around. He asked them, óWhy have you been standing here all day long 

doing nothing?ô óBecause no one has hired us,ô they answered.  "He said to them, óYou 

also go and work in my vineyard.ô When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to 

his foreman, óCall the workers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last ones 

hired and going on to the first.ô The workers who were hired about the eleventh hour 

came and each received a denarius. So when those came who were hired first, they 

expected to receive more. But each one of them also received a denarius. When they 

received it, they began to grumble against the landowner. óThese men who were hired 

last worked only one hour,ô they said, óand you have made them equal to us who have 

borne the burden of the work and the heat of the day.ô But he answered one of them, 

óFriend, I am not being unfair to you. Didnôt you agree to work for a denarius? Take 

your pay and go. I want to give the man who was hired last the same as I gave you. Donôt 

I have the right to do what I want with my own money? Or are you envious because I am 

generous? So the last will be first, and the first will be lastò
312
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Jesus said that he did not come to save the just.   

 

ñ
When the Pharisees saw this, they asked his disciples, óWhy does your teacher eat with 

tax collectors and 'sinners'? On hearing this, Jesus said, óIt is not the healthy who need a 

doctor, but the sick. But go and learn what this means: óI desire mercy, not sacrificeô. 

For I have not come to call the righteous, but sinnersôò
313

  

 

Christ went so far as to say that those who are relatively sin free are less capable of loving God 

because they are forgiven little!  

 

ñNow one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner with him, so he went to the 

Phariseeôs house and reclined at the table. When a woman who had lived a sinful life in 

that town learned that Jesus was eating at the Phariseeôs house, she brought an alabaster 

jar of perfume, and as she stood behind him at his feet weeping, she began to wet his feet 

with her tears. Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed them and poured perfume on 

them. When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, óIf this man 

were a prophet, he would know who is touching him and what kind of woman she isðthat 

she is a sinner.ô Jesus answered him, óSimon, I have something to tell you.ô óTell me, 

teacher,ô he said. óTwo men owed money to a certain moneylender. One owed him five 

hundred denarii, and the other fifty. Neither of them had the money to pay him back, so 

he canceled the debts of both. Now which of them will love him more?ô Simon replied, óI 

suppose the one who had the bigger debt canceled.ô  óYou have judged correctly,ô Jesus 

said. Then he turned toward the woman and said to Simon, óDo you see this woman? I 

came into your house. You did not give me any water for my feet, but she wet my feet with 

her tears and wiped them with her hair. You did not give me a kiss, but this woman, from 

the time I entered, has not stopped kissing my feet. You did not put oil on my head, but 

she has poured perfume on my feet. Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been 

forgivenðfor she loved much. But he who has been forgiven little loves little.ô Then Jesus 

said to her, óYour sins are forgiven.ô The other guests began to say among themselves, 

óWho is this who even forgives sins?ô Jesus said to the woman, ñYour faith has saved 

you; go in peaceò
314

 

 

Jesus condemned those who judge the sins of others; he condemned those who fail to forgive from 

their hearts; he forbade any punishment to be melted upon sinners by other sinners; he condemned 

the self righteous; he demanded that Christians worry about our own sins; he says that anger, 

contempt for others or name calling will result in damnation and equates these to the sin of murder. 

How does that compare to your perception of the actions of the political evangelicals concerning, 

letôs say, homosexuals? 
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Homosexuality. 

 

ñYou have heard that it was said to the people long ago, óDo not murder, and anyone 

who murders will be subject to judgment. But I tell you that anyone who is angry with his 

brother will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone who says to his brother, óRacaô is 

answerable to the Sanhedrin. But anyone who says, óYou fool!ô will be in danger of the 

fire of hell.ò  

 

ñRacaò is an Aramaic term of contempt, oddly not translated in the major bible versions but 

should read, ñanyone who holds another in contempt, is answerable to the court of justiceò. 

Christ is equating having contempt for others to murder. Holding contempt for another 

apparently will be held as contemptible by the Christian God as murder.  

 

Two things Christ did not do; 

 

1. He did not condemn homosexuals. 

 

2. He did not say, love the sinner, hate the sin. This loophole to Christôs commandments is 

fabricated by someone other than Christ. 

 

If we are to judge the credibility of the political evangelicals in todayôs current political and religious 

climate it is necessary to understand the ñsinò of ñhomosexualityò since it was their ñflagshipò issue 

in the last election. To do that, we must put it into the Christian perspective. That requires that we 

repeat the predominate commandments that must be followed to obtain eternal life he said, 

 

 ñIf you want to enter life, obey the commandments.ô óWhich ones?ô the man inquired. 

  Jesus replied, óDo not murder, do not commit adultery, do not steal, do not give false 

testimony, honor your father and mother, and love your neighbor as yourself.ò
315

  

 

Homosexuality is not listed as a sin that would prevent you from obtaining eternal life. Christ 

addressed other sins including sexual immorality,  

 

ñWhat comes out of a man is what makes him 'unclean.' For from within, out of men's 

hearts, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, greed, malice, 
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deceit, lewdness, envy, slander, arrogance and folly. All these evils come from inside and 

make a man 'unclean.'ò
316

  

 

He did condemn adultery but not homosexuality. The political moralists will say that sexual 

immorality includes homosexuality. However, that is their opinion, admittedly supported by Old 

Testament passages (not in the Ten Commandments), but it is not in Christôs teaching. If 

homosexuality is as dangerous to any nationôs salvation as these folks say, Christ would have 

mentioned it specifically. He considered malice sufficiently immoral to mention, and yet it is 

difficult not to define the political evangelicalsô attitude toward homosexuals as malice.  

 

If the political evangelicals initiated a campaign against adultery it would make some Christian 

logic, as Christ actually condemned adultery and it obviously is a real threat to the American family 

and the sanctity of marriage. What about the greed and life style of the wealthy, again rigorously 

condemned by Christ. If the political evangelicals treated adulterers or rich folks, and their life style 

with contempt, at least they would be concerned with something Christ thought important. However, 

that would still not justify their contempt, their condemnation, and their refusal to forgive in the 

purest sense. The truth is that it is entirely irrelevant to Christôs philosophy that these are sins. 

Contempt, condemnation and the failure to truly forgive violates Christôs commandments. Given 

Christôs ñlet he who is without sin cast the first stoneò rule, it is incredible that the wealthy political 

evangelicals, some of whom are also adulterers, are lobbing boulders at homosexuals in violation of 

the greatest commandment. Treating homosexuals with judgment, condemnation and contempt is a 

flagrant violation of the most critical of commandments even if you feel the political evangelicals 

have the right to second guess Jesus and interpret his commandments and definition of sin to fit a 

political agenda.  

 

Christ on several occasions condemned adultery and clearly defined it. 

 

ñYou have heard that it was said, óDo not commit adultery.ô
 
But I tell you that anyone 

who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart. If 

your right eye causes you to sin, gouge it out and throw it away. It is better for you to 

lose one part of your body than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. And if your 

right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one 

part of your body than for your whole body to go into hell. It has been said, óAnyone who 

divorces his wife must give her a certificate of divorce.ô
 
But I tell you that anyone who 

divorces his wife, except for marital unfaithfulness, causes her to become an adulteress, 

and anyone who marries the divorced woman commits adultery.ò
317

  

 

Yet, most political evangelicals condone the establishment of an adulterous lifestyle. The many 

ministers among them actually sanctify marriages that constitute adulterous sin as defined by the 
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Christian God to be one of the sins that will prevent the participants from achieving eternal life. 

Where is the credibility of their commitment to the ñfight against sinò? Does it have anything to do 

with the fact that adulterers comprise a large part of their funding base and political support while 

homosexuals are in the minority? Does it have anything to do with ease with which they can 

emotionalize the homosexual issue while if they generated an emotional reaction against adulterers 

they would alienate half of their following?  

 

All cultures need to oppose crimes (sins) like murder, theft, etc, and that is the transparent goal of 

the political evangelicals. They profess to believe that this nation would be better off with a legal 

system that enforces a high moral standard based on the Christian philosophy. A significant number 

of Americans oppose that concept because it implies a national endorsement of Christianity. It is not 

within the objective of the book to address that dispute. But let me address a question to the millions 

who agree with the political evangelicals and believe that Christian principles should be legislated. 

Wouldnôt it be better if Christôs philosophy was legislated rather than the philosophy of the political 

evangelicals.  

 

Christ could have instructed his disciples that their mission was to stop people from sinning, to 

eliminate sin. He did not. Instead he instructed individuals to take extraordinary measures to avoid 

temptations, he instructed individuals to never cause someone else to sin. He instructed individuals 

and his disciples not to hold others in contempt, to judge, to condemn. He never instructed anyone to 

use coercion to prevent people from sinning.  

 

Christôs message is that humans do not know the otherôs soul, their challenges, their demons, their 

trials. That is the explanation for judgment being reserved to the God, for seemingly unjust rewards, 

for rejoicing over the repentant over the one who conquers difficulty rather than the one who never 

sins. It is entirely possible that the one who never sins simply has the personality that is to afraid to 

disobey a parent or the law or a church leader. The ñgoodò person may fundamentally be a victim of 

coercion, never challenged with the necessity to make a decision for good, but simply to do as they 

are told, just their duty. Christ said that the repented sinner will receive the higher reward and that 

seems to make a lot of sense. So, how does the political evangelical know whom to condemn? 

 

"Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and you will not be 

condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven. Give, and it will be given to you. A good 

measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. 

For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.ò  

 

He also told them this parable:  

 

"Can a blind man lead a blind man? Will they not both fall into a pit? A student is not 

above his teacher, but everyone who is fully trained will be like his teacher. "Why do you 

look at the speck of sawdust in your brother's eye and pay no attention to the plank in 
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your own eye? How can you say to your brother, 'Brother, let me take the speck out of 

your eye,' when you yourself fail to see the plank in your own eye? You hypocrite, first 

take the plank out of your eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from 

your brother's eye.
318
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Sanctity of Life 

Chapter 7 

 

Major areas of disagreement within American culture are what I will refer to as the ñlifeò issues. 

These issues have a significant impact on personal and family lives, health decisions, and 

medical research. They also have a significant impact on the implementation and respect for 

Christôs philosophy and the credibility of the political evangelicals who are seeking to legislate 

based on their view of these issues.  

 

The political evangelicals propose that: 

 

 Life is sacred    

 

 Life begins at conception 

 

 The sin of murder applies to ñsanctity of lifeò  issues  

 

 One must always err on the side of life (life is the greater good) 

  

The high profile ñsanctity of lifeò issues include: 

 

 suicide   

 

 assisted suicide (euthanasia) 

 

 stem cell research 

 

 abortion 

 

 birth control 

 

The more extreme of the political evangelicals are absolutely opposed to all of these issues while 

the positions of other political evangelicals vary. Christians themselves also hold to a range of 

opinion and within the various denominations there are inconsistencies as well as many ardently 
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opposed to the views of the denominationôs leadership. That this situation exists demonstrates 

either a major deficiency in Christôs philosophy or a significant failure in Christian leadership.  

 

These are extremely important issues both from a personal standpoint and Christian Theology. 

Legislation in strict opposition to the listed issues will result in considerable suffering, personal 

and family hardships and denigration of medical research potential. Propagation by the 

leadership of related philosophies including ñLife is sacredò, that the fetus holds the same 

Christian theological status as a child, and life is the greatest good have an intellectual and 

emotional impact on peopleôs acceptance of Christôs philosophy. The status of human life in the 

overall scheme of any religion is a very significant aspect, for example, giving life more 

significance than duty, justice or mercy would help define a religious philosophy.  

 

These issues are so important to Christian Theology and potentially to the quality of life and 

health within our culture that it is necessary they be resolved without inconsistencies. The 

dangers to all concerned require that those attempting legislation on these issues be credible but 

it would seem even more important to Christians that they be in full agreement with Christôs 

Philosophy. The past failure of the political evangelicals to persuade practicing Christians to a 

uniform belief on the ñlifeò issues is yet another reason to question their influence, motive and 

integrity. Deviation from Christôs teachings and priorities is an obvious cause of disagreement 

within the Christian community as is the disinterest in addressing Christôs philosophy on life, the 

soul, the body and birth.  

 

Through out the gospels reference is made to ñlifeò (ñFor whoever wants to save his life will lose 

it, but whoever loses his life for me will find it.ò
319

) and Christ often referred to eternal life as the 

reward for following his commandments. In both cases the term ñlifeò does not mean the 

existence of the human body.  It is something else. Christ clarified the issue identifying ñlifeò in 

the spiritual sense (what is referred to as the soul) as opposed to life of the body. His statement, 

ñThen they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life"
320

  indicates that 

hell (eternal punishment) is not life. Spiritual life originates somewhere other than the flesh, and, 

under favorable circumstances, continues on into eternity. The life originating with the flesh 

ñcounts for nothingò and, under unfavorable circumstances, is subject to eternal damnation. 

 

ñI tell you the truth; no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water 

and the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit.ò
321

 

 

ñThe Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothingò.
322
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These two passages introduce Christôs view of the ñlifeò issues.  

 

 If ñflesh gives birth to fleshò and ñcounts for nothingò how is it sacred?  

 

 There is a clear distinction between the soul and the body  

 

 The source of the soul is different from the source of the body 

 

 The focus on ñbirthò is relevant for entry into the kingdom 

 

The ñsanctity of lifeò philosophy does not address the differentiation between the physical and 

the spiritual. It bases its philosophy on the physiologically correct statement that ñlife begins at 

conceptionò. That term has little significance in Christian Theology unless it addressed the life 

Christ is concerned about. 

 

One of the most far-reaching passages of the Gospels is, 

 

ñSo do not be afraid of them. There is nothing concealed that will not be disclosed, or 

hidden that will not be made known. What I tell you in the dark, speak in the daylight; 

what is whispered in your ear, proclaim from the roofs. Do not be afraid of those who 

kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy 

both soul and body in hell.ò
323

 

 

Not only are we assured that nothing in Christôs message is secret, but the concept of the 

differentiation of the body and soul is confirmed. Christôs focus was on the human soul, the life 

of the body just isnôt a critical factor.  

 

The statement that ñflesh counts for nothingò, comparing the life of the body to that of the soul, 

is an essential Christian concept. Christians are not complete without the soul and that soul must 

be ñborn of the water and the Spiritò. There is no life without the soul as ñthe spirit gives lifeò. 

 

ñ
The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words I have spoken to you are 

spirit and they are life. Yet there are some of you who do not believe.ò
324
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"I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and 

the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit
 
gives birth to spirit.ò

325
 

 

ñThe man who loves his life will lose it, while the man who hates his life in this world 

will keep it for eternal life.ò
326

  

 

ñWhoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find 

it.ò
327

  

 

ñFor whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will 

find it.ò
328

  

 

ñIf anyone comes to me and does not hate his father and mother, his wife and 

children, his brothers and sistersïyes, even his own lifeïhe cannot be my disciple.ò
329

 

 

Christôs message is that life is not sacred, it is hardly even significant. That is in serious conflict 

with the concept that physical life is sacred. 

 

The statement that ñwe always must error on the side of lifeò is inconsistent with Christôs 

message ñFor whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will 

find it.ò
330

 There are important moral obligations that override the concern for life.  

 

 ñGreater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.ò
331

  

 

òFor whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me and 

for the gospel will save it.ò
332

  

 

ñGreater love has no one than this that he lay down his life for his friends.ò
333

  This passage isnôt 

about defending another against death, it reads as it reads, Christ must be taken as he teaches, not 

how someone chooses to interpret his meaning. Christ said you are demonstrating great love by 
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voluntarily choosing death for the benefit of your friend. Christ did not specify a reason. 

Conceivably, if your life causes extreme hardship on your friend, or your spouse, or your 

children, you can choose to lay down that life. But the reason is up to the inhabitant of that life 

since Christ said "Do not judge, or you too will be judgedò
334

  

 

To be great, one must be willing to give his life for the benefit of others, just as Christ was. 

 

Jesus said ñwhoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, and 

whoever wants to be first must be your slave, just as the Son of Man did not come to 

be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many."
335

  

 

Jesus chose to aggravate the authorities into crucifying him. Jesus was explicit in stating that his 

li fe was not being taken but that he was voluntarily choosing death, he virtually committed 

suicide. 

 

ñNo man takes it from me, but I lay it down of myself.ò
336

  

 

We have already established that Christ required that we follow his example, he instructed his 

disciples on more than a dozen occasions to follow him, 

 

ñIf anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and 

follow me.ò
337

  

 

Christ chose death and he preached that his disciples must follow him; it is therefore inconsistent 

to believe that Christ would not allow his disciples to follow him in their responsibility to chose 

death when morally obligated to do so. 

 

If the political evangelicals, through legislation and/or coercion of the medical profession, 

prevent anyone from voluntarily giving up their life for their friends, for their God or for the 

gospels, then they are obstructing Christians from this demonstration of the ñgreatest loveò. They 

are substituting their opinion for Christôs teachings and an individualôs responsibility to choose 

the higher good.   
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If one lays down their life for their friend, if they commit suicide in order to prevent extreme 

hardship for their loved ones resulting from the burdens and financial devastation brought on by 

a lengthy terminal illness, how does that contradict Christôs words? Who in the ranks of the 

political evangelicals is qualified to override Christ and pass judgment on anyone who chooses to 

follow Christôs teachings?  

 

According to the Catholic Catechism, ñSuicide is seriously contrary to justice, hope, and charity. 

It is forbidden by the fifth commandmentò
338

 The Catholic 5
th
 commandment is ñThou shall not 

killò. Most of the political evangelicals agree with the Catholic position. With the passages we 

have seen from the gospels, how is it possible that to voluntarily lay down oneôs life for your 

friends, your God, the gospels, is a violation of the commandment ñThou shall not killò? 

 

The political evangelicals rely heavily on the Old Testament, and even the Catholic Church used 

that document (Ten Commandments) in establishing its position on suicide (and consequently 

assisted suicide). However, the conclusion that suicide is immoral and a violation of the 

Commandments is contradicted by other passages in the Old Testament.  

 

Abimelech, dying of a skull fracture during a siege, ordered his armor-bearer to slay him, to 

avoid the ignominy of having been seen to have been killed by a woman (she threw a millstone 

at him).
339

 Samson killed himself to avoid being "made sport of" by the Philistines, after his 

capture and infamous haircut, taking his tormentors with him.
340

 Samsonôs act of Faith earned 

him a place among the saints of Christianity.
341

 Saul, wounded and defeated in battle with the 

Philistines, asked his armor-bearer to kill him. When the aide was afraid to do it, Saul fell on his 

own sword. The armor-bearer then did likewise.
342

  

 

The Gallup Organizations found that 75% of Americans support euthanasiaðallowing a doctor to 

take the life of a patient who is suffering from an incurable disease and wants to die. Evangelical 

Christians (61%) said they support euthanasia. Weekly churchgoers support the concept (51%). So 

do self-described conservatives (63%), though that trails liberals (82%). In addition, 59% of the 

overall sample said they would consider ending their own life, if in severe pain, by some painless 

means. Earlier we cited a recent survey demonstrating that while the majority of American teens 

believe in The Christian God, many have such insufficient knowledge and belief in their church that 

they are actually following a different religion in which God exists only to make people feel good.
343

 

 

These issues demonstrate an extraordinary failure of leadership. Why do Christians not follow their 

Christian leadershipôs guidance? If 61% of Evangelical Christians said they support euthanasia and 
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the leadership condemns the practice, there is a failure of credibility and persuasiveness of the 

leaderôs message.  

 

There are probably a number of reasons for this failure; but one of the more obvious is that the 

leadership teaches something different than Christ. Anyone can read the gospels, some Christian 

leaders have the reading of the bible as a major responsibility. So, if one reads the gospels, and then 

listens to their Christian leader and believes their teaching of a different message, one is bound to 

conclude that the ñSacred Word of Godò can be adjusted to fit personal convenience.   

 

Two of the other ñsanctity of life issues,ò abortion and stem cell research, are related in that they 

involves the death of the pre-born. Christôs position is promptly determined. He did not condemn 

abortion, he didnôt even discuss it. Given that Christ showed great love and respect for children and 

given the extraordinary emphasis that is placed on abortion in the political evangelicals philosophy, 

the lack of any reference to abortion is, in itself, sufficiently convincing evidence that there is an 

unresolved issue. Either Christ provided insufficient guidance or the emphasis placed by the political 

evangelicals is misguided. 

 

The political evangelicalôs philosophy on stem cell research is exactly the same as on abortion; 

life is sacred, ending of any life constitutes murder and life begins at conception. If their 

philosophy were consistent, ending the life of an embryo in medical research has the same 

theological impact ending the life of an embryo in an abortion. Those political evangelicals who 

believe that stem cell research is theologically ok but are opposed to abortion have the 

responsibility to explain their theology.  

 

I am sure that few reputable people will argue the value of the reproductive process or the 

importance of the pre-born; the term pro-abortion is extensively misapplied. There is no real 

question that abortion is a regretful solution. The real question is one of greater good. Christ gave 

Christianity a list of moral imperatives; actions that are essential to the lives of all Christians who 

hope for salvation. We have discussed these in length, but care for the sick is undeniably critical. It 

stands to reason that this decisively mandated requirement takes precedence over an action that 

wasnôt considered of sufficient significance as to merit discussion.  

 

The Christian ñgreater goodò (as defined by Christ) is the moral part of the consideration in these life 

issues. The theological part has an equally persuasive role, that of physical versus spiritual life. An 

existence that is comprised of both physical life and an immortal soul (and some might even add the 

concept of self awareness) obviously has a higher priority over an existence that lacks a ñsoulò or 

self awareness. In other words, the life of the spirit has a higher priority than the life of the flesh or 

to repeat Christ, ñThe Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothingò.
344

 There is a Christian 

Theological difference and preference for a child with a soul versus an existence that does not yet 

include that soul.  
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The existence of a soul, or self awareness and the intellect is pertinent to the abortion issue because 

the destruction of an existence, while terrible, is less significant than the destruction of an existence 

that has an immortal soul (the definition of a fully integrated Christian).  

 

We have a good deal of gospel evidence concerning this issue, but letôs start with background 

material.  

 

ñthe LORD God formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his 

nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being.ò
345

 

 

ñLet everything that has breath praise the LORD. Praise the LORD.ò
346

 

 

These Old Testament passages indicate that the concept as discussed by Christ was not new. 

 

The spirit of life and its relationship to God in these passages is related to breath. This leads to the 

possibility that one becomes a full member of the Christian society when one takes its first breath.  

 

The New Testament refocuses the concept from the first breath to birth.  

 

"I tell you the truth; no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again.ò
347

 

 

ñI tell you, among those born of women there is no one greater than John; yet the one 

who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he."
348

 

 

"I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and 

the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit
 
gives birth to spirit.ò

349
 

 

 ñThe wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it 

comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.ò
350
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ñThe Son of Man will go just as it is written about him. But woe to that man who betrays 

the Son of Man! It would be better for him if he had not been born.ò
351

 

 

ñThe angel answered, óThe Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most 

High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.ôò
352

 

 

"You are a king, then!" said Pilate. Jesus answered, "You are right in saying I am a king. 

In fact, for this reason I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the 

truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.ò
353

 

 

From a scriptural aspect it is clear that the embryo was not treated the same by Christ. Christ 

never mentioned the embryo. He talked extensively about his love for the child and the 

innocence of that child. Children were sufficiently important to him as to claim respect in his 

ministry. Not so with the embryo. You cannot evade this argument by stating that Christ meant 

embryos when he spoke of children. If you cannot assume that Christ meant exactly what he said 

than you cannot rely on the gospels. An embryo cannot be born again, as it has not been born, a 

child can. In the phrase ñI tell you, among those born of women there is no one greater than 

John; yet the one who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he."
354

 ñThe one who is 

least in the kingdomò refers back to the previous phrase, ñthose born of womenò, leading to the 

conclusion that all in the kingdom, even the least, were born of woman. There is a scriptural 

difference between one born of woman and one not yet born of woman. Even Jesus himself did 

not attain his full status until after birth (ñSo the holy one to be born will be called the Son of 

God.ôò
355

) The angel could have said, the holy one you have conceived is the Son of God, but he 

did not. 

 

Does an embryo have a soul? It would be evident from a Christian standpoint, that it did if Christ 

would have so stated, opposed abortion or discussed the issue. He did none of these.  

 

It is a critical Christian concept that the body and the soul are not the same and it is clear that the 

soul does not come into existence until or after birth. Perhaps some Christians believe differently 

however, the crucial point is that they do not acknowledge and address the question in the 

ñsanctity of lifeò assertion. Their goal is to implement legislation preventing Christians from the 

selection of higher moral responsibilities and the greater good without honestly addressing 

Christôs concept of the value of the flesh as opposed to the soul. 
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There is further evidence that full membership in the ñkingdom of Godò requires birth. Christ 

said, 
ñ
Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands 

condemned already because he has not believed in the name of Godôs one and only Sonò
356  

and 

ñWhoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for 

Godôs wrath remains on him."
357

 This is in addition to the requirement that one be ñbaptizedò. 

Belief is a requirement for salvation. The three day old embryo cannot believe; the child can. The 

quote ñThe Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothingò. Is completed with the phrase ñThe 

words I have spoken to you are spirit
 
and they are life.ò

358
 The words of Christ, spoken to a 

receptive, understanding being are what gives life; without those words life is nothing. How can 

a three week old fetus receive and understand Christôs words?  

 

The concept that life is sacred appears to have originated in the Old Testament. "So God created 

man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female He created 

them"
359

. From this and other such phrases, the political evangelicals have concluded human life 

to be sacred since man was made in Godôs image. One is free to interpret the scripture; however, 

to adopt the concept in the influence of legislation on ñlifeò issues the credibility of Christians 

making the assertion must be challenged, 

 

"No one is goodðexcept God alone.ò
360

 

 

Apparently, according to Christ, man does not inherit all of Godôs virtues. 

 

The political evangelicals maintain that all human life is sacred, and therefore to destroy it is an 

extremely severe sin; it violates the commandment ñThou shall not killò. The source of this 

commandment takes us again to the Old Testament and so it is appropriate that we look at that 

document to ascertain the application. 

 

The obvious problem is that the Old Testament did not hold human life sacred and the exceptions 

to the commandment are numerous.  

 

We were presented with the commandment in a couple of locations. First in Exodus 20 but then 

immediately following that chapter in Exodus 21 we have seven civil offenses which require that 

the guilty be killed, including "Anyone who curses his father or motherò. This demonstrates that 

the commandment is not absolute. Exodus sets the commandment and then begins to detail the 

exceptions.  
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The commandment is listed again in Deuteronomy 5. Deuteronomy 17 says ñIf it is true and it 

has been proved that this detestable thing has been done in Israel, take the man or woman who 

has done this evil deed to your city gate and stone that person to deathò.  Deuteronomy 20 says, 

ñin the cities of the nations the LORD your God is giving you as an inheritance, do not leave 

alive anything that breathes. Completely destroy them-the Hittites, Amorites, Canaanites, 

Peripolitical evangelicalsites, Hivites and Jebusites-as the LORD your God has commanded 

you.ò  

 

"Treat the Midianites as enemies and kill themò
361
.  ñNow kill all the boys. And kill every 

woman who has slept with a manò
362

 ñAt that time we took all his towns and completely 

destroyed them-men, women and children. We left no survivors.ò
363

 ñWe completely destroyed 

them, as we had done with Sihon king of Heshbon, destroying every city-men, women and 

children.ò
364

  

 

The list is extensive. The God of the Old Testament ordered that children be put to death for 

disrespecting their parents, or anyone for gathering firewood on Sunday; he ordered genocide for 

tribes occupying land designated for the Hebrew; whole peoples were to be killed in order that 

the Hebrews could steal their land and property; he ordered the slaughter of women and children; 

he ordered sons be killed and women killed to assure the death of the possible male fetus if it 

were possible they were pregnant. There is no way possible to conclude from the Old Testament 

that life is sacred and therefore all killing is immoral.  

  

The program of the political evangelicals to legislate ñlifeò issues would accrue some credibility 

if they were consistent in their own interpretation. If ñThou Shall not Killò is absolute then there 

would be no exceptions. However, leading political evangelicals allow themselves their own 

exceptions. They conclude that the commandment does not apply to war, self defense, and the 

death penalty. These are not exceptions that are condoned by Jesus. 

 

Significant numbers of the political evangelicals, who believe in the sanctity of life, also believe 

in the death penalty. A leading political evangelical recently said that we always must always 

ñerr on the side of lifeò. This same political evangelical governed a state that aggressively 

applied the death penalty.  The person in question refused all requests for clemency where he 

could err on the side of life, but chose not to. The person in question is reputed to have signed the 

most death warrants in US history. The death penalty is interesting in that Christ presented us 

with an interesting directive. He did not fundamentally oppose the death penalty. He had a more 

important command that applied.  
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ñBut Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. At dawn he appeared again in the temple 

courts, where all the people gathered around him, and he sat down to teach them. The 

teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought in a woman caught in adultery. They 

made her stand before the group and said to Jesus, óTeacher, this woman was caught 

in the act of adultery. In the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now 

what do you say?ô They were using this question as a trap, in order to have a basis 

for accusing him. But Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with his 

finger. When they kept on questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, óIf 

any one of you is without sin, let him be the first to throw a stone at her.ô Again he 

stooped down and wrote on the ground. At this, those who heard began to go away 

one at a time, the older ones first, until only Jesus was left, with the woman still 

standing there. Jesus straightened up and asked her, óWoman, where are they? Has 

no one condemned you?ô   ôNo one, sir,ô she said. óThen neither do I condemn you,ô 

Jesus declared. óGo now and leave your life of sin.ôò
365

 

 

Had any of the Pharisees been without sin, the adulteress would have been stoned to death. 

Christ continually prohibited us from judging and condemning, here he put the command into a 

specific example.  The Old Testament requires the death penalty; Christ changed that law, not by 

outlawing capitol punishment, but by demonstrating that no human has the right to condemn 

another to death as none are without sin themselves.  

 

The political evangelicals not only contradict themselves on right to life issues with their support 

of the death penalty, but they violate Christôs commandments. They condemn others to death 

while they themselves are not without sin. 

 

The same quandary exists with self defense and war (preemptive or defensive). Christôs position 

was 

 

 ñyou have heard that it was said, óLove your neighbor
 
and hate your enemy.ô But I 

tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute youò
366

  

 

ñYou have heard that it was said, óEye for eye, and tooth for tooth.ô
 
But I tell you, do 

not resist an evil person. If someone strikes you on the right cheek, turn to him the 

other also.ò
367

  

 

ñDo not be afraid of those who kill  the bodyò
368
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ñFor whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me and 

for the gospel will save it.ò
369

  

 

Christ did not say that if an enemy attacks you defend yourself and kill! He said turn the other 

cheek, getting killed is just not all that important. He went so far as to say that if you want to 

save your life, you will lose it! Christ does not allow someone to kill another just to protect his 

own life. It is Christôs position that life is not sacred, but the way you treat other is critical to 

sanctity.    

 

The application of a more important commandment is an apt description of Christôs position on 

these life issues. Life is less important than Christian love of God, love of friends, and the 

gospels. 

 

The stem cell issue is a straightforward conflict between the responsibility for society to choose a 

higher good and the Governmentôs right to impose an interpretation of Christian morality on that 

society. The conflict would be more complicated if there were two of Christôs commandments at 

odds with each other, but that is not the case. Christ did not hold human life to be sacred but 

there can be no question as to Christôs commitment and commandments concerning caring for 

the sick. This may sound contradictory, that Christ cared about people who were sick but not 

those who died, but the contradiction is only in the political evangelical frame of mind, not 

Christôs. Christ wanted to prevent human suffering on earth, but he taught that the good did not 

suffer after death and so death was not to be feared but, rather was a good thing, but sickness was 

not good.  

 

That is the choice with stem cell research, follow Christôs commandments or implement the 

philosophy of the political evangelicals. 

 

The political evangelicals are content that there is no difference between a child and an embryo 

and therefore killing an embryo is the same as killing a child. Physiologically the argument is 

absurd. The child has a functioning brain and has, most importantly, self recognition. The child 

knows that it is alive. When you kill that child you are taking away something that the child 

knows exists. Itôs like taking a toy from a child. There is a difference between the child who 

knew that the toy exists and belongs to her and the child who had never received the toy and 

didnôt even know it even existed. The child in the second case did lose something, the potential 

of receiving the toy, however, the loss is certainly greater to the child who knew she lost 

something.  
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What is lost when an embryo is used in stem cell research?  There is flesh (the body) that dies 

and there is the potential for spiritual life (although this potential is nebulous since the embryos 

used in research are those which have been discarded by the in vitro-fertilization process and so 

have no such potential).  

 

On the other hand what is the potential benefit? Researchers are confident that they will lead to 

treatments to many diseases: bone loss, broken bones, brain damage due to oxygen starvation, 

severe burns, cancer (some forms), diabetes, Lou Gehrigôs disease, heart disease, hepatitis, 

incomplete bladder control, Huntingtonôs, leukemia, lupus, muscular dystrophy, multiple 

sclerosis, osteoarthritis, Parkinsonôs, spinal cord injuries, and stroke! The Coalition for the 

Advancement of Medical Research estimates stem cell research shows promise to develop cures 

and/or new treatments for 100 million Americans who currently suffer from a wide variety of 

diseases and disorders. 

 

Christôs position on curing the sick is clear; Christôs position on killing an embryo is non 

existent. Christôs position on the difference between the soul and the body is clear; his position 

on the value of the human body (flesh) is clear. Christôs position on the virtue of sacrificing life 

for the greater good is clear.  

 

Stem cell research is a choice. A Christian society can choose the greater good as defined by 

Christ, or it can chose to allow the political evangelicals to impose their interpretation of Christôs 

teachings on America. 

 

There are two issues in the question of abortion. The first is that everyone is entitled to believe 

that abortion is immoral, and because of that belief should avoid committing that sin. The second 

is the right of those who believe abortion is immoral to pass laws enforcing that belief on others, 

denying them the right to choose what they believe to be higher values. A community has the 

obligation to set cultural standards within that community, however, in doing so, they are 

obligated to demonstrate ones that are consistent with the values of the community. If the values 

of a community are based on the philosophy of Christ, then it is not beyond reason to base the 

communityôs laws on those values. However, to implement laws based on one persons or one 

particular Churchôs interpretation of Christôs philosophy when that interpretation is not 

substantiated by the specific, and documented statements of Christ, is not only unreasonable but, 

from a theological viewpoint, is immoral.  

 

We have discussed most of the relevant issues concerning abortion in the previous sections of 

this chapter.  

 

The political evangelicals claim that all life is sacred and that the taking of any life including that 

of the unborn is therefore immoral and should be banned by the government.  
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If Christ condemned abortion, there would be no argument that abortion violates Christian 

morality. However, Christ did not condemn abortion. The political evangelicals are left with their 

interpretation of a single biblical passage. They must make the case that their interpretation is of 

such significance as to override anyone elseôs interpretation and the lack of guidance from 

Christ, who promised that there would be no secrets or mysteries. The passage that they are left 

with is the commandment against murder which they must interpret as applicable to the pre-born.  

 

The lack of condemnation by Jesus Christ for something as significant as abortion is very 

enlightening. The Catholics, for example hold that an abortion or cooperating in an abortion is 

such a great sin that it incurs ex communication ñlatae sententiaeò, that is, by the commission of 

the offense, and  it can only be forgiven by the pope, a bishop or their specific appointee.
370

 It is 

the only ñsinò carrying that extreme punishment. The other political evangelicals preach that it is 

the most significant moral issue of our day. If abortion is so evil as to overshadow all other sins, 

why wasnôt it significant enough to be mentioned by Jesus Christ? 

 

The Catholic Church believes that abortion is a sin in any situation, it can never be performed. 

Most other political evangelicals make their exceptions, for example, to save the life of the 

mother or in the case of rape, and others say it is permissible to protect the health of the mother. 

These are exceptions that the political evangelicals feel they have the authority to make, but the 

woman in question does not have the same authority to make exceptions in her own case. Just 

where in the gospels do politicians or governments have the right to make exception to the laws 

of the Christian God?  The political evangelicals lose a great deal of credibility with their 

assertion that they alone have this ñexceptionò authority at the same time they insist that this is 

the gravest of all sins.  

  

I believe that any Christian would agree the Christian God decides when and if a body receives a 

soul. ñThrough him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. In 

him was life, and that life was the light of men.ò
371

 While Christians might say with medical 

certainty that life begins at conception, they have no medical or theological proof that the 

embryo has a soul. 

 

ñJesus declared, óI tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born 

again.ôò
372

  ñYou should not be surprised at my saying, óYou must be born again.ôò
373

 Most 

political evangelicals preach that you must be born again; it is an issue of pride that they describe 

themselves as ñborn againò Christians. The one absolute requirement for being born again is that 

you must have been born. You cannot be born again if you have never been born. How can the 
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fetus be sacred when there is absolutely no chance for it to reach heaven because it has not been 

born? 

 

ñI tell you the truth, among those born of women there has not risen anyone greater than John the 

Baptist; yet he who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.ò
374

 ñFor some are 

eunuchs because they were born that way; others were made that way by men; and others have 

renounced marriage because of the kingdom of heaven. The one who can accept this should 

accept it."
375

 ñThe Son of Man will go just as it is written about him. But woe to that man who 

betrays the Son of Man! It would be better for him if he had not been born."
376

 In each of these 

cases Christ could have said conceived rather than born, but birth is the critical act, not 

conception.  

 

The angel answered, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 

overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.ò
377

 Apparently, even 

Christ did not fulfill his nature until he had been born. This is consistent with Halacha (Jewish 

law) which defines when a fetus becomes a nefesh (person). "...a baby...becomes a full-fledged 

human being when the head emerges from the womb. Before then, the fetus is considered a 

ópartial life.ôò
378

 Jewish law is critical in the debate as it sheds light on the basic law under which 

the political evangelicals conclude abortion is forbidden, the (Jewish) Ten Commandments.  

 

There are those who argue that the phrase Mary was ñwith childò used in scripture translation 

proves that the fetus has the same status as a child. We must review the full context of than 

passage. 

 

ñ
This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary was pledged 

to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be with 

child through the Holy Spirit. Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man 

and did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her 

quietly. But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in 

a dream and said, óJoseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as 

your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give 

birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus,
 
because he will save his 

people from their sins.ô All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said 

through the prophet: óThe virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, 

and they will call him Immanuelôðwhich means, óGod with us.ô When Joseph 

woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary 
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home as his wife. But he had no union with her until she gave birth to a son. And 

he gave him the name Jesusò. 

 

The passage does use the term ñwith childò but it also states ñwhat is conceived in herò (not 

ñwho is conceivedò) and continues, will give birth to a son (not ñis a sonò) and ñwill be called 

Jesusò (not ñis called Jesusò). At the completion of the passage and only after birth was he given 

the name Jesus. All of this may simply be grammar but you cannot reach a critical conclusion 

based on one phrase and ignore all other related phrases.  

 

Christ said it would be better for someone if he had not been born if he betrays the ñSon of 

Manò.
379

  Many political evangelicals say that there is never justification for an abortion. Here is 

an instance where the Christian God has made an opposing determination. Christ did not say that 

it would be better if someone was not conceived, but he said born. Theoretically, if an unborn 

child was to be raised by parents who would so influence his mind that he would ñbetray the Son 

of Manò not being born was the better option. Perhaps that is the extreme or nothing more than a 

theoretical possibility (although there are cultures and people capable of doing just that), but the 

conclusion is undeniable, Christ gave an illustration where not being born is preferable to birth, 

making it theologically impossible to say that birth is always the best course of action for a pre-

born.  

  

There is no biblical evidence that every fetus has a soul. The only gospel entry when a fetus, 

other than Christ, was mentioned was when, by divine intervention, Elizabethôs unborn baby 

reacted to Maryôs arrival ñthe baby leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy 

Spiritò.
380

 All Christians believe that miracles are possible but a miracle doesnôt prove the 

existence of a normal occurrence. Johnôs conception and birth was described as a miracle
381

 and 

the incident in question had two parts, the baby jumping in womb and Elizabeth filled with the 

Holy Spirit, so we are obviously talking about Godôs intervention into the incident.  

 

Just when does the soul appear? It seems apparent, with the stress in the gospels on ñborn,ò that 

it occurs at birth, but I am not required to make that call. I am not the one legislating morality 

based on the gospels. Those who assume the right to legislate based on gospel principles are 

morally and ethically required to fully support their legislation, they are required to assess all 

aspects of the question. When they are replacing a citizenôs right to make moral or family health 

decisions with legislation, that legislation must fully resolve all aspects of the actions in question. 

The failure to address the impact of the soul on the nature of human ñlifeò is a tragic error in 

Christian morality in ñlifeò issues because Christ said ñThe Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for 

nothing.ò
382

 If the fetus is simply flesh, without the Spirit of God, without the essence that 

differentiates it from the animal kingdom, without the existence of the soul, then the life 
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questions are fully resolved in the favor of the greater goods such as caring for the sick or the 

health and wellbeing of the family.   

 

If one adds a bit of logic to theology, one would conclude that the Christian God would not 

incorporate a soul into a fetus, or stem cell, if that fetus was destined not to be brought to term, 

or the fetus was to be used in research. Further, it is actually illogical to conclude that any human 

could thwart the Christian Godôs determination that any particular soul would be allowed an 

existence. If the Christian God, who is believed to be all powerful, intended that any existence be 

allowed their chance at heaven it would happen. Scripture leads Christians to believe than man 

has free will over his actions, but that doesnôt mean that free will enables him to thwart Godôs 

determination to create an existence for another human being.   

 

Those who would legislate against the motherôs right to choose to protect the wellbeing of the 

family have only one biblical quote that supports their ñChristianò position. ñThou shall not killò. 

This prohibition originated in the Old Testament, and it is ñinterpretedò by the political 

evangelicals to include all life (except war, capitol punishment and self defense) from the 

moment of conception. Since this is an interpretation of a prohibition rather than a specific 

prohibition, one must review the background of the commandment as well as its implementation. 

We must bear in mind that during the Old Testament period, life was under the direct influence 

of The Hebrew God. He played an active, visible, day-to-day role in religious and social 

administration. The Hebrew Godôs actions, and the actions of his prophets which he approved, 

just as clearly imply his intentions as his words.  

 

Jephthah promises God that he will make a human sacrifice of the first person who comes to 

greet him when he returns home after a successful battle. He later ritually sacrifices his only 

daughter.
383

 Ahaz, king of Judah, murdered his son as a human sacrifice.
384

 ñAnd if it be from a 

month old even unto five years old, then thy estimation shall be of the male five shekels of silver 

and for the female three shekelsò.
385

 A child was only given a value after the age of one month; 

boys were worth five shekels; girls three; below that age, (and presumably before birth) they 

were assigned no monetary value. ñTake a census...including every male a month or more 

oldò.
386

 Only male babies over one month of age were considered persons for the purposes of 

enumeration. ñNow, kill all the boys. And kill every woman who has slept with a man, but save 

for yourselves every girl who has never slept with a man.ò
387

 This occurred at end of the 

genocidal campaign against the Midianites. Moses, presumably under orders from God, ordered 

the soldiers to kill every boy and non-virgin woman. Presumably, a significant percentage of the 

latter would be pregnant. So, their fetus was killed along with the mother-to-be. "At that time we 

took all his towns and completely destroyed them - men, women and children. We left no 
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survivors."
388

 The Israelites tried to negotiate peaceful passage through the land of Heshbon. 

They were unsuccessful. So, they exterminated all of the people, including innocent children. 

ñHe [Menahem, king of Israel] sacked Tiphsah and ripped open all the pregnant women.
389

 

ò...But better off than both of them is the one who has never existed, who has never seen the evil 

activity that is done under the sun."
390

 Here, the author talks about acts of oppression and the 

suffering that this brings to innocent people. The author, traditionally believed to be Solomon, 

appears to refer to an interrupted pregnancy being better than a live birth, if the person born 

would suffer great injustices and pain. ñIf a man begats 100 children...and his soul be not filled 

with good, and also that he have no burial; I say that an untimely birth [a miscarriage] is better 

than he.ò
391

  

 

These passages demonstrate several pertinent concepts regarding the question of whether or not 

God intended his commandment ñThou shall not killò be interpreted to include every form of 

killing from conception to death. Prophets were allowed and even rewarded for sacrificing their 

children to God. God ordered the extermination of entire cities including the unborn. Young 

children, and unborn children were not valued the same as adults. 
24

  

 

Regarding women who were suspected of sleeping with someone not her husband, ñHe shall 

have the woman drink the bitter water that brings a curse, and this water will enter her and cause 

bitter suffering. The priest is to take from her hands the grain offering for jealousy, wave it 

before the LORD and bring it to the altar. The priest is then to take a handful of the grain 

offering as a memorial offering and burn it on the altar; after that, he is to have the woman drink 

the water. If she has defiled herself and been unfaithful to her husband, then when she is made to 

drink the water that brings a curse, it will go into her and cause bitter suffering; her abdomen will 

swell and her thigh waste away, (Or suffering; she will have barrenness and a miscarrying 

womb) and she will become accursed among her people. If, however, the woman has not defiled 

herself and is free from impurity, she will be cleared of guilt and will be able to have 

children.ò
392

 That fairly well describes the Hebrew Godôs mandated abortion procedure for the 

fetus conceived in ñsinò. 

 

If, in the Old Testament, God ordered, allowed and encouraged children to be sacrificed and 

slaughtered, wombs torn open to the destruction of the fetus, women killed just because they 

might be pregnant and reasons given validating a choice that it would be preferable not to have 

been born, abortive beverages given adulteresses, it is not possible to conclude that the 

commandment ñThou shall not killò positively prohibits abortion in every instance.  
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The ultimate conclusion that there are more important issues concerning salvation than the 

preservation of human life is inescapable when reviewing both the teachings of Christ and the 

Old Testament. Every Christian is afforded, by Christ, both the opportunity and the responsibility 

to chose good rather than life. The political evangelicals would wrench that authority and 

responsibility from good Christians with their obsession that life is most sacred.  

 

Through out the gospels Christ continually advocated and detailed what is good and what must 

be accomplished for salvation, the preservation of human life at all costs was never his 

philosophy; there are many more important concepts that must be chosen in preference to life 

and that is the real issue in the abortion debate.   

 

Abortion is bad; it is the wrong solution of a flawed society. The duty of the Christian leadership 

is to eliminate the problems that require such a choice when seeking the greater good. They were 

instructed to do just that by their God, they chose the easier path, the path of condemnation, of 

sifting the responsibility for their failure to care for the sick and the poor to the mothers who 

suffer the results of their politics of greed. 

 

Each week, child protective services (CPS) agencies throughout the United States receive more 

than 50,000 reports of suspected child abuse or neglect. In 2002, 2.6 million reports concerning 

the welfare of approximately 4.5 million children were made. In approximately two-thirds (67 

percent) of these cases, the information provided in the report was sufficient to prompt an 

assessment or investigation. As a result of these investigations, approximately 896,000 children 

were found to have been victims of abuse or neglectðan average of more than 2,450 children 

per day. An average of nearly four children die every day as a result of child abuse or neglect 

(1,400 in 2002). One in three girls and one in six boys are sexually assaulted before the age of 

18. An average of 5.5 children per 10,000 enrolled in day care are sexually abused, an average of 

8.9 children out of every 10,000 are abused in the home. Nearly one in every three adult women 

experiences at least one physical assault by a partner during adulthood. Approximately four 

million American women experience a serious assault by an intimate partner during a 12-month 

period. 4% of American Catholic Priests were involved with sexual child abuse. The church 

spent $250 Million to settle law suits in 23 dioceses alone. The United States has one of the 

highest high school dropout rates in the industrialized world and ranked 24th out of 29 nations 

surveyed in math literacy. Low-income and minority children are more likely to start school 

without having gained important school readiness skills, such as recognizing letters and 

counting. There are just too many problems faced by American women and their children that 

run contrary to Christôs philosophy which the political evangelicals simply ignore; diverting 

attention to issues that free them of any actual responsibility.  

 

Have I resolved the ñsanctity of lifeò debate? That is not my job, I am not attempting legislation 

to limit your ability to make the medical decisions you find necessary to protect your life and 

well being and that of your family. I am not trying to limit the potential life saving 

methodologies based on my moral conclusions. I am challenging the right of the political 

evangelicals to impose these restrictions on the rest of the world, based on a philosophy that is 



 

David VanLandingham   ñPoliticians Veto their Godò 

114 

riddled with contradictions, confusion and unanswered questions. This issue is too important to 

rely on hollow, conflicting and unsupported moral platitudes.   

 

This legislative effort has the result of denying Americans the right to practice their religious 

beliefs, to follow the teachings of Christ, to adhere to the Christian responsibility to the higher 

good. It violates the US Constitution which states ñCongress shall make no law respecting an 

establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereofò. The political evangelicals 

effort to legislate ñlifeò issues based on flawed theology, if successful, will result in the 

prevention of Christians from practicing their religion in accordance with Christôs teachings.  

 

If anyone living in the U. S., or anywhere else, concludes that they believe in the ñlifeò issues as 

supported by the political evangelicals, they have an absolute right to apply those rules to 

themselves.  

 

However, the demand that our government implement legislation enforcing these ñlifeò issues 

based on the political evangelicalôs interpretation of Christian principle lacks a credible base. 

Jesus Christ blessed the option to voluntarily lay down ones life (suicide) for the greater good, he 

associated birth with both attaining eternal life and the infusion of the soul, he associated 

conscious decision and belief to eternal life, he eliminated the option of the death penalty, he 

opposed war and did not find self defense justifiable, and among his highest priorities are not life 

but care for the sick. He did not oppose suicide, birth control or abortion. The Old Testament, the 

source of the commandment ñThou shall not killò documents an extensive number of exceptions 

to that rule, including many of the ñlifeò issues. Modern Christian leadership and common 

practice and belief within the various denominations is fraught with inconsistencies and 

disagreement and saturated with practitioners who have concluded they alone have the right to 

make exception to their own Godôs laws and then demand our government force the rest of us to 

comply with their viewpoint. 

 

Individuals may be able to live with contradictions but as a nation we cannot. 
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Truth 

Chapter 8 

 

The word ñtruthò is used over a hundred times in the gospels. It is at the very essence of 

Christianity. Violation of the Spirit of Truth concerning Christôs message is the single 

ñunforgivableò sin. 

 

ñEvery sin and blasphemy will be forgiven men, but the blasphemy against the Spirit will not be 

forgiven. Anyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but anyone who 

speaks against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either in this age or in the age to come.ò
393

 

 

ñBut when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his 

own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come.ò
394

 

 

"If you love me, you will obey what I command. And I will ask the Father, and he will give you 

another Counselor to be with you foreverð the Spirit of truth.  é These words you hear are not 

my own; they belong to the Father who sent me. All this I have spoken while still with you. But 

the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things 

and will remind you of everything I have said to you. Peace I leave with you; my peace I give 

you. I do not give to you as the world gives.ò
395

 

 

The Spirit of truth, the Holy Spirit, was sent to reaffirm Christôs message. The single 

unforgivable sin is to desecrate this Spirit of Truth.  

 

It seems rational that abuse or misrepresentation of Christôs message would be the one 

unforgivable sin as Christôs mission was to teach morality. If one fails to understand the truth of 

that message, and if that message is the sole way to salvation, salvation is unattainable. This 

concept is enhanced for the leadership since Christians were amply warned that to cause another 

to sin would result in damnation.
396

 Teaching someone the wrong message most likely will result 

in that circumstance.  

 

Truth is a critical part of Christôs message. In addition its relationship to the unforgivable sin, 

deceit is one of the sins preventing the attainment of eternal life.  

 

                                                 
393

 Mt 12:31-32, Mk 3:28-29, Lk 12:10 
394

 Jn 16:13 
395

 Jn 14:15-27 
396

 Mt 18:6, Mk 9:42, Lk 17:2, Mt 18:7, Lk 17:1-4,  
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ñIf you want to enter life, obey the commandments ... do not give false testimony, do not 

defraudò
397

  

 

If one is a Christian it would seem important to focus on that which Christ taught rather than the 

old concepts: 

 

ñFor the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.ò
398

 

 

òYet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in 

spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks.ò
399

 

 

òThen you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.ò
400

 

 

The phrase ñI tell you the truthò appears 27 times in the four gospels. Christ continually used that 

phrase to give emphasis to his teachings. It seems that it was vital to him that the truth is 

regarded as most essential in his doctrine.  

 

ñI tell you the truth, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are entering the kingdom of God ahead 

of you. For John came to you to show you the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, 

but the tax collectors and the prostitutes did. And even after you saw this, you did not repent and 

believe him.ò
401

  

 

ñAnd if anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones because he is my 

disciple, I tell you the truth, he will certainly not lose his reward.ò
402

 

 

ñBecause you have so little faith. I tell you the truth, if you have faith as small as a mustard seed, 

you can say to this mountain, 'Move from here to there' and it will move. Nothing will be 

impossible for you.ò
403

 

 

ñAnd if he finds it, I tell you the truth, he is happier about that one sheep than about the ninety-

nine that did not wander off.ò
404

 

                                                 
397

 Mt 19:19, Mk 10:19, Lk 18:20 
398

 Jn 1:17 
399

 Jn 4:23 
400

 Jn 8:32 
401

 Mt 21:32 
402

 Mt 10:42 
403

 Mt 17:20 
404

 Mt 18:13 
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ñI tell you the truth, it is hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven.ò
405

 

 

Christ knew well that Christians were to be inundated with Christian leaders deceiving them 

about his message,  

 

ñWatch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheepôs clothing, but inwardly they are 

ferocious wolves.ò
406

 

ñand many false prophets will appear and deceive many people.ò
407

  

 

ñFor false Christs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and miracles to 

deceive even the electðif that were possible.ò
408

  

 

Christ told Christians exactly how to avoid the false prophets, 

 

ñIf you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. Then you will know the truth, and the 

truth will set you freeò
409

  

 

The Christianôs defense against the false prophets is to ñhold to (Christôs) teachingsò which are 

clearly enumerated in the gospels.  

 

Christ told Christians how to identify false prophets, 

 

ñBy their fruit you will recognize them.ò
410

  

 

It follows that if you find a leader who uses deceit or exaggeration or evasion rather than the 

strict truth, you are seeking the ñfruitò of this leader which is a guide to their overall credibility.  

 

With the concept of truth so critical in Christôs philosophy, if what the political evangelicals are 

telling us is identifiable as false, there is no good reason to trust them for Christian or political 

leadership.   

                                                 
405

 Mt 19:23 
406

 Mt 7:15 
407

 Mt24:11 
408

 Mt 24:24,  Mk 13:22 
409

 Jn 8 31-32 
410

 Mt 7:16,  
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At a recent council of political evangelicals, addressing the Terri Schiavo issue, one of the 

speakers said ñTerri Schiavo was as alive as any person sitting here tonight, I mean, completely 

animated, completely responsive, desperately trying to talkò. The truth was that Terri Schiavo 

was in a persistent vegetative state, at the very best, minimally conscious. But if minimally 

conscious, she was very far from completely animated, as alive as any in the audience.  

 

Focus on the Family founder and Chairman James C. Dobson said on his Focus on the Family 

October 6, 2005 radio program, Same-sex marriage would lead to "marriage between daddies 

and little girls ... between a man and his donkey." Is that true, anyway, arenôt Daddies and little 

girls opposite sex? Perhaps he should be looking to the Fundamentalist Later Day Saints 

practices in Northern Arizona, Southern Utah area concerning daddies and little girls, yet there 

are few areas in the country more aggressively against gay marriage. As to the donkey comment 

I am at a loss to visualize the circumstance where any state would legalize such marriages.  

 

Ann Coulter "Liberals hate America, they hate flag-wavers, they hate abortion opponents, they 

hate all religions except Islam, post 9/11. Even Islamic terrorists don't hate America like liberals 

do.ò (June 2002). If roughly 80% of liberals are Christians, including such figures as Jimmy 

Carter, how is that statement true?  

 

A California school is attempting to implement a philosophy course to avoid the controversy 

about teaching creationism in science classes. The syllabus originally listed two evolution 

experts, one of which was a local parent who had already refused to speak and the other  was a 

was Francis H. C. Crick, the co-discoverer of the structure of DNA, who died in 2004. Is the 

school teaching the children that it is acceptable to disregard Jesusô commandments on truth?  

  

Dover Pennsylvania voted to remove from office all of the members of a school board who had 

implemented ñintelligent designò into the science curriculum. Pat Robertson called the city to 

task saying that it had ñvoted God out of (their) cityò. This simply was not true; literally, there 

was no vote to remove God from the city. You might say that it was the belief of the accuser that 

a vote against intelligent design was a vote against God. There are two problems with that. First, 

Christians believe that God created the universe, not intelligent design. The concept itself is 

subterfuge, a sneaky way to get God into the curriculum. The earlier martyrs were willing to give 

up their lives for the sake of the truth, our current batch of religious leaders resort to trickery 

instead of facing an issue head on. The second problem is that even if the school board had 

advocated teaching about God in the schoolôs science classes a vote against such a program still 

would not mean that it was a vote against God, it would still be a vote against what it was a vote 

against, which is, teaching about God in a science class. It is entirely possible for good Christians 

to adopt the nationôs standard for teaching science and teach their children about God at home.  
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Letôs look at some of the political evangelicalôs literature. A popular author makes the following 

claims: 

Á most of todayôs evils can be traced to Secular Humanism, which has already taken over 
our government, the United Nations, education, television, and most of the other power 

centers of life. 

Á Venereal disease is a consequence of humanist propaganda  

Á Secular humanism is driven by a flaming hatred for Jesus Christ  

Á Major US churches, have ñeaten, swallowed, and digested tons of humanist dogmaò 

including socialism, Marxism, higher criticism of the Bible, amoral sex education, 

liberation theology, black theology, world government, and global citizenship. The listed 

churches include National Baptist Convention of America, Alliance of Baptists, Christian 

Methodist Episcopal Church, Presbyterian Church, The Episcopal Church, Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in America, United Church of Christ and The United Methodist Church 

Á This countryôs leading secularist educators, lawmakers, and judges é are committed to 

doing away with every vestige of the responsible, moral behavior that distinguishes man 

from animals.  

 

There is no need to point out the discrepancies between these statements and the strict adherence 

to the truth. Are our leading secular statesmen really committed to doing away with any moral 

behavior that distinguishes us from animals, have Secular Humanism already taken over our 

government, the United Nations, education, television, and most of the other power centers of 

life? 

 

Perhaps such books as this utilize a bit of exaggeration to get their point across. That depends on 

the definition of exaggeration as opposed to falsification, but that isnôt really relevant, 

exaggeration is in variance from the strict truth. If a Christian finds it acceptable to bend the truth 

in exaggeration, they are violating Christôs commandments and have no credibility as Christian 

leaders.  

 

Many do not realize that Bible quoting among the political evangelicals is very often a sham. 

The very people Christians assume have the highest integrity cannot be trusted with the words of 

The Christian God. While it is sometimes difficult to differentiate between the frauds and the 

ignorant, misrepresentation of the Biblical message is widespread. Common practices include 

pulling words or sentences out of context, selection of vague but ñHolyò phrases, citations that 

rationally have nothing to do with the point, obvious and perhaps intentional misquotes, quotes 

from outdated Old Testament sources (passages that have been superseded or modified by 

Christôs teachings), or words from the epistles that disagree with the words of Christ. Often these 

misleading quotes can be readily identified by their violation of the essence of Christôs teachings. 

The Gospel message isnôt difficult to understand nor complicated, but represents a 

comprehensive agenda. If someone presents a Biblical excerpt that isnôt compatible to that 

agenda, then the quote is suspect. The reason a politician would misquote the bible is that a 
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personal agenda trumps integrity. The good news is that such actions help you to identify a false 

prophet.  

 

Regarding the abortion issue, a popular author stating that, , ñJesus told us that human life was 

worth more than the whole world.ò  The correct quote is ñFor what will it profit a man if he gains 

the whole world and forfeits his life. Or what shall a man give in return for his lifeò. In the 

previous sentence to the quote, Christ said that whoever worries about saving his life will ñlose 

itò, and then he said that whoever sacrifices his life for Christ would have eternal life. The quote 

in question is, first, discussing eternal life, and second is an expression indicating that it is of no 

value to gain riches, even as much as the entire world, because it will do you not good in the 

afterlife. The quote simply is not talking about the value of human life but the value of salvation 

compared to a life of riches. The author misinterprets the quote to say that Christ thought that 

one human life was more important than the whole world, and therefore abortion is wrong. The 

entire essence of Christôs ministry is that human life is unimportant compared to the life of the 

soul, or even the lives of others. Rationally, would you blow up the whole world to save one life? 

 

A popular author said that Jesus took on the Greeks and Romans in Mt 16-17. This just did not 

happen. In the last part of Mt 17 the tax collectors asked Christ to pay the tax and he did, stating 

that it was best not to give offense to them. In Mt 16 Christ visited the district of Caesarea 

Philippi which, prior to Herod the Great, was a sanctuary of Pan (the Greek God) but there was 

no indication that he even went into the city or ñtook on the Greeksò, but simply that he visited 

the district. The author wants to make a point that Christ was very much in favor of political 

activism and ñtook onò the government. This is a tough sell since Christ ñdid not want to give 

offenseò. 

 

A popular author states that ñOur Lord warned that it would be better for a man to hang a 

millstone around his neck and jump into the sea than to destroy the minds of children who 

believe in himò. The actual quote is MT 18:6, ñwhoever causes one of these little ones who 

believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to have a great millstone fastened round his neck 

and to be drowned in the depth of the seaò. The author is discussing the public education system 

in America and is attempting to prove Christ forbad us to teach other than Christian morals in 

school. The terms ñcause to sinò and ñdestroy the mindsò are not the same thing, you certainly 

can destroy a mind without causing to sin, or visa-versa. The author had the option of correctly 

quoting Christôs words and interpreting them if they applied to the case in point. However, he did 

not choose that option. 

 

A congressional study released on December 1, 2004 reports that millions of children in the 

United States are taught ñfalse, or misleading, or distorted informationò in a federally funded 

program which focuses solely on abstinence to prevent teen pregnancy and sexually transmitted 

disease. ñMajor errors and distortions of public health information included the following false 

statements: 

Á Half of gay male teens in the US test positive for the AIDS virus  
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Á Touching a personôs genitals can result in pregnancy 

Á Condoms fail to prevent HIV in heterosexual sex nearly a third of the time 

Á A 43 day old fetus is a thinking person 

Á Women who abort are more prone to suicide and as many as 10 percent become sterile 

Á The AIDS virus can be spread by sweat and tearsò 

 

The Pope and the head of the Vaticanôs office on the family have endorsed the claim that sperm 

and the AIDS virus can pass through latex condoms.  

 

At a recent rally in Oklahoma a major political evangelical stated marriage was becoming non-

existent in countries that recognize gay marriage. He said that 80% of all children in Norway are 

born out of wedlock. The truth is just under 50% of births in that country are out of wedlock and 

the trend against marriage started in the 1970s while the nation began recognizing same-sex 

unions in 1993. 

 

A significant political mailing was sent out in 2004 in Arkansas and West Virginia which  had a 

picture of the bible with the words ñbannedò over it as well as an image of a gay marriage 

proposal with the word ñallowedò over it. The Arkansas mailing read, ñThis will be Arkansas 

éif you do not voteò.  

 

Which of the following are demonstratively and strictly true statements? 

 

The Theory of Evolution denies the existence of God. 

 

If you oppose using the term ñunder Godò in the pledge of allegiance you oppose God. 

 

AIDS is Gods punishment for sin. 

 

The Ten Commandments are the basis for the American legal system. 

 

If you are homosexual you will go to hell. 

 

Homosexual unions will destroy the ñsanctityò of marriage. 
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I am sure that there are many who will say one of two things, they will either deny that anything 

in this chapter actually constitutes misinformation or they will say that it is ok to exaggerate if 

the cause is just, such as in the fight against abortion. Jesus said, ñthe truth will set you free.ò
411

  

There is no justification in Christôs message for lies, exaggeration, misrepresentation or any such 

distortion of the truth. 

 

Judge them by their own standards. If they lie, exaggerate, or misrepresent, they fail that 

standard. 

                                                 
411

 Jn 8 31-32 
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Hypocrisy 

Chapter 9 

 

Given that Christians believe God is both all powerful and all knowing and the current popular 

concept that Jesus is such a personal God, coupled with our review so far concerning his requirement 

for activism in the area of assisting the disadvantaged, it is incredible that this chapter is necessary. 

You would suppose that Christians would hold the position that you cannot fool God.  

 

ñTo some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on everybody 

else, Jesus told this parable: ñTwo men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee 

and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood up and prayed about himself: óGod, I 

thank you that I am not like other menðrobbers, evildoers, adulterersðor even like this 

tax collector. I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.ô ñBut the tax collector stood 

at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, óThe 

Christian God, have mercy on me, a sinner.ô ñI tell you that this man, rather than the 

other, went home justified before God. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, 

and he who humbles himself will be exalted.ò
412

 

 

ñThen Jesus went through the towns and villages, teaching as he made his way to 

Jerusalem. Someone asked him, óLord, are only a few people going to be saved?ô He 

said to them, óMake every effort to enter through the narrow door, because many, I 

tell you, will try to enter and will not be able to. Once the owner of the house gets up 

and closes the door, you will stand outside knocking and pleading, 'Sir, open the door 

for us.' But he will answer, 'I don't know you or where you come from.' Then you will 

say, 'We ate and drank with you, and you taught in our streets.' But he will reply, 'I 

don't know you or where you come from. Away from me, all you evildoers!' There will 

be weeping there, and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham, Isaac and Jacob 

and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, but you yourselves thrown out. People 

will come from east and west and north and south, and will take their places at the 

feast in the kingdom of God. Indeed there are those who are last who will be first, and 

first who will be last.ò 
413

 

 

ñEnter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads 

to destruction, and many enter through it. But small is the gate and narrow the road 

that leads to life, and only a few find it. Watch out for false prophets. They come to 

you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves. By their fruit you will 

recognize them. Do people pick grapes from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? 

Likewise every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. A good tree 

cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit. Every tree that does not 

bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. Thus, by their fruit you will 

                                                 
412

 Lk 18:9-14  
413

 Lk 13:22-30 
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recognize them. ñNot everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom 

of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. Many will say 

to me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name 

drive out demons and perform many miracles?' Then I will tell them plainly, 'I never 

knew you. Away from me, you evildoers! Therefore everyone who hears these words 

of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the 

rock. The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that 

house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock. But everyone who 

hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man 

who built his house on sand. The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds 

blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash.ò
414

 

 

The last of the above quotes is one of my favorites. It puts emphasis on the actions of the false 

prophets and this chapterôs topic. You might act like an ardent Christian but that doesnôt mean a 

thing if you do not ñwalk the walkò by putting Christôs words into action. 

 

"Be careful not to do your óacts of righteousnessô before men, to be seen by them. If 

you do, you will have no reward from your Father in heaven. So when you give to the 

needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and 

on the streets, to be honored by men. I tell you the truth, they have received their 

reward in full. But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what 

your right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in secret. Then your Father, who 

sees what is done in secret, will reward you. And when you pray, do not be like the 

hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners 

to be seen by men. I tell you the truth, they have received their reward in full. But 

when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is 

unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. And 

when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard 

because of their many words. Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you 

need before you ask him.ò
415

  

 

 ñWhen you fast, do not look somber as the hypocrites do, for they disfigure their 

faces to show men they are fasting. I tell you the truth, they have received their 

reward in full. But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, so that it 

will not be obvious to men that you are fasting, but only to your Father, who is 

unseen; and your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.ò
416

  ñWoe 

to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You devour widowsô 

houses and for a show make lengthy prayers. Therefore you will be punished more 

severely.ò
417

  

                                                 
414

 Mt 7:13-27 
415

 Mt 6:1-8 
416

 Mt 6:16-18 
417

 Mt 23:13, Mk 12:40, Lk 20:47 
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These passages contradict the importance the political evangelicals place on public 

demonstrations of piety. They are counter productive, they lead to hypocrisy. Christians are 

clearly told that prayer and charity is most properly conducted in secret. Those who go on and on 

ñbabblingò long prayers are like pagans. Christ said that the Father knows your mind and so 

repetition is unnecessary. The practice of honoring those who pray, give to charity and make 

sacrifices in public violates Christôs message, it is not proper Christian conduct. If a God is all 

knowing, he understands human weaknesses and motivation. His warning concerning performing 

in public must have been for a reason, his explanation and warning must be valid. People tend to 

play to an audience for the reward of recognition; for people to admire them. When that becomes 

the reason for your actions then such actions are no longer ñrighteousò. It is human nature for 

recognition to become the incentive when the temptation exists. There is no such temptation if no 

one knows that you are praying. There is a great deal of logic to support the Christian Godôs 

reasoning. 

 

The political evangelicals emphasize public demonstrations of Christian allegiance arguing that 

Christ said ñlet your light shineò, however,    

 

"You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light 

a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to 

everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see 

your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.ò
418

  

 

ñBy this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another."
419

 

 

Again we see that public displays of piety or the acknowledgement of God isnôt the definition of a 

Christian. The only way, according to Christ, to define a Christian is by how that Christian treats 

others.  

 

"What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. He went to the first and said, 

óSon, go and work today in the vineyard.ô óI will not,ô he answered, but later he changed 

his mind and went. "Then the father went to the other son and said the same thing. He 

answered, óI will, sir,ô but he did not go. "Which of the two did what his father wanted?"  

The first," they answered.
420

 

 

Rhetoric isnôt Christianity, action is.  

                                                 
418

 Mt 5:14-16 
419

 Jn 13:35 
420

 Mt 21:28-32 
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A major effort by the political evangelicals is legislation controlling the ability of Christian Churches 

to make public their ñacknowledgementò of their God. They appear to believe that our government 

should allow for public prayer in such places as schools and governmental functions. They appear to 

believe that our Nation would be better served if it allowed for monuments to the ñTen 

Commandmentsò to be placed on governmental properties, and that the word God should be inserted 

in various documents and public utterances.  

 

We will not address the separation of church and state issues. We will determine Christôs 

position on public demonstrations of piety. 

 

The philosophy of the political evangelicals is that a good Christian must demonstrate oneôs 

piety in public with prayer, and other acknowledgements of their God. The good Christian must 

let their light shine before mankind. Christôs position was that there is a monumental difference 

between living the Christian life and performing Christian acts so that other people will see your 

piety. He explained just how one is to let their light shine, not by specific intent but as a by 

product of the Christian life of love and good works. Christ never gave the impression that one 

should pray in public to demonstrate that they love God because Christ was unconcerned with 

such demonstration; his philosophy was that it is critical to be honest and that it is actually 

valueless to perform ritual to impress other human beings. 

 

There are many interesting aspects to the discussion of Christian prayer, but one is critical. The 

political evangelicals are demanding that prayer be allowed in school. Sounds like a good thing? 

The problem is that prayer performed as commanded by Christ is already allowed in every 

school, everywhere, at any time, by anyone. Any person can say a short, silent prayer between 

themselves and their God and fully comply with Christ guidelines. On the other hand, public 

prayer has warnings from Christ. What are the motives of the political evangelicals in their 

insisting that our children be taught that Christôs method of prayer is unsatisfactory and it must 

be made public? The damage done to the child is two fold; 

 

Á They are taught that Christ is wrong. 

Á They are taught that they will be rewarded for praying publicly by their parents or their 

ministers (which means, in accordance with the gospels, they forfeit any reward from the 

Christian God
421

)  

 

Why do the political evangelicals insist that children be allowed to pray out loud at school, or adults 

at public meetings? They could just as easy, actually easier, mentally form a short prayer and the two 

critical partners in that prayer would, alone, know that the prayer occurred and there would be no 

                                                 
421
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chance that the prayer would be wrongly motivated. Itôs of course speculation, but it could be all 

about power, the political evangelicals do not want such prayers for two reasons; 

 

Á If people get comfortable talking to their God without the need for ministers, many of the 

political evangelicals would be out of work. 

 

Á Public prayer is both advertising and coercion for the evangelical. If they could develop a 

culture where folks are shunned for not praying in public, venues for such prayers would 

increase in business and many ñsilentò pray-ers would convert out of embarrassment or in 

confusion about Christôs take on prayer. 

 

Christ gave example, as he did for many things he considered important.  

 

ñAfter he had dismissed them, he went up on a mountainside by himself to pray. When 

evening came, he was there alone.ò
422

  

 

ñVery early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went 

off to a solitary place, where he prayed.ò
423

  

 

ñBut Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and prayed.ò
424

 

 

A real quandary faced by the political evangelicals is the failure to get what they ask for in their 

public prayers. Prayer has developed into a phenomenon whereby you are praying for something, 

you want something from God. If you ask God for victory before a battle or a football game and 

you lose there must be an explanation. Why did you lose? After all, the value of public prayer 

diminishes dramatically if it accomplishes nothing. This is just another example of why deviation 

from a sound philosophy sometimes has multiple repercussions. If you had prayed silently, you 

would not have this problem, you would have to justify to no one why you lost the battle even 

though you sought your Christian Godôs help. Your failure would simply be between you and 

your God. That is still a significant problem as we are discussing the path to salvation but you at 

least do not have a problem justifying your paycheck to your followers.  

 

The political evangelicals have coined a number of excuses for the failure of their prayers. ñGod 

works in mysterious waysò, ñit wasnôt meant to happenò, ñGod gave you what you really 

neededò, ñyou have sinnedò and on, and on. All of this is inconsistent with Christôs teachings. 

First of all, God doesnôt work in mysterious ways. His entire philosophy of life and proper 
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behavior is spelled out in his message contained in the gospels. He promised us clarity not 

mystery. 

 

Equally important, according to Christ, is that there is only one single reason why a prayer would 

fail to gain you exactly what you ask request.  

 

ñIf you believe, you will receive whatever you ask for in prayer.ò
425

   

 

ñTherefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received 

it, and it will be yours.ò
426

 

 

ñEverything is possible for him who believes.ò
427

  

 

The one single criterion for the success of prayer is belief. According to Christ, if your prayer 

fails, it is because you lacked real faith. It is as simple as that. 

 

Christ gave his disciples the power to heal the sick. But again, that power depends on belief, on 

faith.  

 

ñWhen they came to the crowd, a man approached Jesus and knelt before him. óLord, 

have mercy on my son,ô he said. óHe has seizures and is suffering greatly. He often 

falls into the fire or into the water. I brought him to your disciples, but they could not 

heal him.ô  óO unbelieving and perverse generation,ô Jesus replied, óhow long shall I 

stay with you? How long shall I put up with you? Bring the boy here to me.ô Jesus 

rebuked the demon, and it came out of the boy, and he was healed from that moment. 

Then the disciples came to Jesus in private and asked, óWhy couldnôt we drive it out?ô 

He replied, óBecause you have so little faith. I tell you the truth, if you have faith as 

small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, óMove from here to thereô and 

it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you.ôò
 428

 

 

Jesus Christ unmistakably said if you have faith, nothing will be impossible for you, and he 

clearly said, your prayer will fail if you have insufficient faith. Why do the political evangelicals 

insist that their God was wrong, that there are other reasons for the failure of prayer, that you 

cannot really move mountains and that regardless of your faith some things are impossible? How 

can a religious leader insist that God is all powerful, that you must believe in his words, that you 
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must study the bible, but then when Christôs words clearly define a concept such as this one, the 

political evangelicals go in the opposite direction? It is no wonder that their followers are 

confused as to the requirement to follow Christôs commandments or simply behave pretty much 

as you like. 

  

ñWoe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You give a tenth of 

your spicesðmint, dill and cummin. But you have neglected the more important 

matters of the lawðjustice, mercy and faithfulness. You should have practiced the 

latter, without neglecting the former. You blind guides! You strain out a gnat but 

swallow a camel.  

 

 Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You clean the outside 

of the cup and dish, but inside they are full of greed and self-indulgence. Blind 

Pharisee! First clean the inside of the cup and dish, and then the outside also will be 

clean.  

 

Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You are like 

whitewashed tombs, which look beautiful on the outside but on the inside are full of 

dead men's bones and everything unclean. In the same way, on the outside you 

appear to people as righteous but on the inside you are full of hypocrisy and 

wickedness.ò
429

   

 

Christ hated hypocrites. He hated people who made themselves look good to the public but who, 

internally, did not follow his commandments. Outward appearances meant nothing to Christ, 

whether it was prayer, tithing, dress or charity or whatever, he despised anyone who postured but 

neglected the important things.  

 

ñYet at the same time many even among the leaders believed in him. But because of 

the Pharisees they would not confess their faith for fear they would be put out of the 

synagogue; for they loved praise from men more than praise from God. Then Jesus 

cried out, "When a man believes in me, he does not believe in me only, but in the one 

who sent me. When he looks at me, he sees the one who sent me. I have come into the 

world as a light, so that no one who believes in me should stay in darkness. "As for 

the person who hears my words but does not keep them, I do not judge him. For I did 

not come to judge the world, but to save it. There is a judge for the one who rejects 

me and does not accept my words; that very word which I spoke will condemn him at 

the last day. For I did not speak of my own accord, but the Father who sent me 

commanded me what to say and how to say it. I know that his command leads to 

eternal life. So whatever I say is just what the Father has told me to say.ò
430
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